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To the Reader. 


55 HE. occaſion of the following 
Piece was rather accidental 


than deſigned. Having had 


frequent occaſion to take notice of the 
great variety of differing opinions a- 
mongſt the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and to remark their ſpirit, practice, and 


manner of treating each other ; which 
I had done with ſome degree of ac- 


curacy; and having been one day en- 


gaged with an acquaintance in a reli- 
gious diſpute, it afterwards proved an 


occaſion of exciting in my mind the 
following thoughts: —I imagined to 
myſelf a perſon in great ſuſpence with 
reſpect to his religious opinion; yet 
extremely deſirous to learn, and ſin- 


cerely willing to embrace the Truth. 


I next imagined this perſon in his 
ſearch after Truth, applying himſelf to 
the different ſects of chriſtian profeſſors 

one after another, for inſtruction and 
direction: he would find every ſucceſ- 


five party he applied to, would, in its 


turn, aſſure him in the moſt poſitive 
manner, that theirs was the only true 


ſyſtem of religion, the only ſyſtem that 
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i TO THE READER. 
was agreeable to the Word of God 
throughout; he would find them very 
ready alſo to cenſure and condemn © \ 
(with no ſmall degree of acrimony in - "OM 
general) every other party as (more or - 
leſs) blind, ignorant, out of the way 
of truth, and involved in error. He 
would further find, that every party — || 
would readily allow, that the Word of [ 


God was uniformly and invariably | 
true; and at the ſame time he would [ 
find every one of them profeſſing to 


ground their various, and even directly 1 
oppoſite opinions upon the /ame Bible, : 

and attempting to prove the truth of 
their zncompaible ſentiments from the 

| ſame book of God! Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances I beheld my imaginary in- 
quirer in the utmoſt perplexity and 

_ confuſion ; he had penetration enough 
to diſcover, and generoſity enough to 
diſapprove, all the unfair, unkind, and 
unchriſtian practices, more or leſs made 


uſe of by moſt parties, in order to black 
en and diſcredit thoſe who differed from if 


them in their religious ſentiments. Let 12h 
at the fame time, he had ſenſe enough _ 
to perceive, and candour enough % 
own, that amongſt all or moſt of the |. 
profeſſing parties, manx perſons might _ 
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_TO TH E READER. * 
be found of great natural abilities, va- 
rious and deep learning, ſtrict morals, 


and unblemiſhed characters both as men 
and chriſtians in every practical reſpect. 
Vet all this did but ſerve to heighten 
his dilemma, and encreaſe his uncer- 
tainty: And being reſolved to deal 
fairly and ingenuouſly with his own 
ſoul, and not to eſpouſe any ſentiment 
merely becauſe ſuch a great man, or 
ſuch a faſhionable or creditable party 
had eſpouſed it; I ſaw him fairly forc- 
ed at laſt to have recourſe to prayer 
and the word of God, that by compar- 
Ing what each party in its turn advanc- 
ed for truth, with that unerring ſtand- 
ard, fairly taken together, he might be 
able to judge for himſelf. Being in this 
train of thought, and having ſomething 


of a poetical turn, I put down (dialogue- 


_ wiſe) ſome of the firſt paragraphs of the 
following Eflay, without any farther 


deſign, at that time, than to write a : 
ſhort copy of verſes for my own amuſe- 


ment; but the ſubje& growing upon 
me as I proceeded, the conſequence 
was, I have drawn it out to the preſent 
length. Indeed, after I perceived that 
I was likely to proceed farther than I 
at firſt thought of, I did form a deſign 
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1 
to have introduced all the profeſſin g par- 


ties of modern chriſtians of any note (at 
leaſt in our nation) one after another ; 
as Churchmen, Quakers, Moravians, 
Anabaptiſts, Socinians, &c. and to have 


given as juſt and ſtriking a view of the 


Ipirit, manner, and diſtinguiſhing pe- 
culiarities in doctrine of each, as my 


obſervation and abilities would have 
ſerved me for, and then have introduced 
| ſome proper perſon to have made ſome 


ſuitable obſervations upon the whole, 


by pointing out the miſchiefs that at- 
tend that ſpirit of acrimony, ill-nature 


and perſecution, wherewith the diffe- 


rent parties, in general, treat each other 
upon the account of their difference in 
opinion; and the comfort and happi- 
neſs that would certainly ariſe, from 


their all taking the Apoſtle's advice, 


1 Cor. i. x. to ſpeak the ſame thing, 


and be of the ſame mind, and the ſame 


judgment; or at leaſt, if this be not to 


be expected, in the preſent ſtate of 
things, that they would agree to differ, 


and © love as brethren,” ſuffering each 
perſon to judge for himſelf, without 


oma, each other in pleces. But mo- 
dern Calviniſts and Arminians (ſo cal- 


led) being the two chief contending 
parties 


TO THE READER. w 
parties of the day, afforded fo much 
matter for my ſubject, that I was afraid 
of exceeding the bounds of a pamphlet 
if I proceeded farther ; I have therefore 
ventured to publiſh this firſt part in its 
_ preſent form; if it ſhould. meet with 
any encouragement, it is poſſible I may 
publiſh a ſecond hereafter, upon the 
above-mentioned plan. I have endea- 
voured in this to give as fair and juſt a 
repreſentation of the ſpirit and manner 
of the different parties I introduce, as 1 
poſfibly could; how I have ſucceeded 
ſuſtaining the characters I mult leave 
the reader to judge. If the reader 


' _ ſhould imagine that any of the perſons 
introduced ſpeak with too much aſpe- 


rity, or make uſe of too indecent or 
abuſive language; MATTER or FacT 


muſt be anſwerable for that, and not 


the author. As I have taken care for 
the moſt part (and eſpecially in thoſe 
places that may be thought moſt liable 
to ſuch a cenſure) to put no other words 
in the mouth of the ſpeaker but what I 
have heard the reſpective parties utter 
with my owa ears, or ſeen in print in their 
books and pamphlets with my own eyes. 
The uſe, therefore, a reader ought to 
make of ſuch a circumſtance, if he hap- 
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vii TO THE READER. 
pens to be of the party which he thinks. 


to blame, is to take care not to be guil- 


ty of the ſame folly. With regard to 
what I have taken from the books of the 


different parties, and put into the mouths 
of thoſe I have made to repreſent them, 

J have in general made uſe of the au- 
thor's own words, as near as the verſe 

would admit, and at the foot of the 

page referred the reader to the places 
where they are to be found; and where- 
ever J have taken any thing from ano- 
ther author, to the beſt of my remem- 
brance, I have always taken care to ac- 


knowledge it at the foot. I have en- 


deavoured to be as plain and familiar 


as J could, as ſuppoſing my ſpeakers to 


be very plain country people, who there- 
fore required a plain country manner 
and language to make them ſpeak in 
character. As to the compoſition and 
poetry, I have endeavoured to write as 
intelligibly as I could; and if a critical 
reader ſhould diſbover faults in theſe, 
if he conſider that the author has had 
nothing beyond the common education 
of a perſon in middle life, it may per- 
haps diſpoſe him to make all needful 
allowances. I ſhall therefore ſay no- 
thing further of theſe, but leave them 
to the candid reader's judgment. 
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MopkRN FAMILIAR RELIOIOUs 
 ConversaTION, &c. 


5 NE day as Richard walk'd abroad, 
() Along the fields in thoughtful mood, 
1 Revolving in uncertain thought, 
The diff rent ſchemes by preachers taught; 
The diff' rent methods of falvation _ 5 
Bliſs Cattain and ſhun damnation ; 
And much deſirous in his mind. 
The ſafeſt way to heav'n to find; 
Bat much perplex'd, and puzzled quite, 
Or which was wrong, or which was right; 16 
While this affirms, and that denies, 
What this calls truth, that ſays is lies; 
Vet both their proofs bring from the bible, 
To ſhow their ſcheme is juſtifiable, 
Fach wond'ring how the ſacred book 15 
Can be by t'other fo miſtook ! | 
As Dick thus flowly walk'd the plain, 
And various thoughts diſturb'd his brain, 
He Matthew meets; a neighb'ring man; 
And thus their conference began, _ 20 
. M A TI HE W. 
Hou fares, my friend? What thoughts employ 
Your mind, or thoughts of grief or Joys ou 


(Says Matt.) you ſeem in thought profound, 
And ſtudious meditation drown'd, _ 


Says 


2 A Mob ERN FAMILIAR 
0 RIC HARD. | 
Says Dick, I'm ſtrangely pos'd, my friend, 25 
To tee religious folks contend : 
With ſuch a fierce and bitter zeal, 
Which doctrine's good and which is ill; 
To argue, write and preach ſo long, 
Concerning which is right or wrong, "J0- 
While each, and ev'ry one . EY 
To be to ſacred truth a friend, 
And make that book (a) their only rule, 
Which Chriſtians own infallible, Ts E 
To guide them thro” the dubious maze, 35 
And yet explain't five hundred ways |! ES 
Churchmen, Preſbyterians, Quakers, 
 New-lights, Independents, a (50 
Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, 
Methodiſts, and Sandimonians, 40 
Supralapſarians, and Moravians, 
Sublapſarians, and Baxterians, 
Ranters, Myſtics, Puritans, 
Inghamites, and Lutherans, 
Many beſides of old renown, 45 
Not eaſy to be noted down, | = 
_ Calviniſts, Arians, and Socinians, 
Pelagians, Papiſts, and Arminians, 
Churches Greek and Latin too, 
With many more both old and new 
ITI han you would think or I can ſhew.) 
Now, my dear friend, were you to found 
Theſe diff 'rent ſects in order round, 


50 


They'd ev'ry one in turn, you'd find, 


Be right, and ev'ry other blind! 1 = RG 
And from the bible clearly ſhew, = 
That all they ſay is ſurely true, 

And be as pos“ tive and as ſure 

Their doctrines are both juſt and pure, . 
That they explain the ſcripture right, 60 
And ſet it in it's genuine light, As 


(a) The Bible, () A new ſect lately ſprung up at Mancheſter, 
| in Lancaſhire, 
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45 


As if they ev'ry one, dye ſee, 

Peoſſeſt infallibility, 

As they alone. deferv'd eſteem, 
And wiſdom liv'd and dy'd with them ! 65 
„ Now which are wiſe, and which are fools ? 
„The reader's toſt among thoſe tools, 


„The comment ruining the text:“ (c) 


Moſt leave the genuine ſenſe behind, 


And while their learning they diſplay EE 
_ Explain the meaning quite away. (4) 5 


To know what's falſe, to know what's true, 
While diff rent parties ſo much vary, 


The truth of what the ſcriptures ſhow ; 


What thinks, my friend, upon the caſe ? -, Bs 


Or God had form'd his creature Man, 
God order'd whatſoe'er ſhould be; 95 
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RELIOIOuUS ConvERSATION, 3 


The more he reads the more perplex d, 


While each among them to derive 70 
Their Syſtem from the bible ſtrive, 5 


A ſenſe to ſuit their turn to find, 
What ſhall a poor enquirer do, 


And give their judgements fo contrary; . 
For ſure *tis poſſible to know _ % 5 


Thoſe fundamental truths at leaſt 
Which we muſt know or can't be bleſt, 
Elſe were we in an evil place; 


MATTHEW. 


Richard, (fays Matthew) to explain 
The various points all theſe maintain, 
Would be an endleſs taſk indeed; 
And therefore, Richard, Þ Il proceed, 5 
To ell the whims all theſe conceive) 90 
o tell you, friend, what I believe. e 


Type RIO ID CALvIxIST's CREED, 
Firſt, then, before the world began, 


By irrevocable decree * 


wiz 


chiſm, Cap, 3. 


ts, ATI. ASE ws. 
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1 A Movzan FAMILIAX 


What brutes perform, what men tranſact, 
What angels think, or devils act, + 
All, all is fix'd, both ſmall and great, 


By an unalterable fate. (e) 


Next with direct regard to man, loo 
This, I believe, is heav'n's plan: 


| God long before the world's I, 0 

Decreed to full and ſure ſalvation, 
That part of men he did reſpect, „„ 
In holy ſeripture term'd elect, (g) 1 


Whoſe ſouls, tho? fallen and deprav'd, 
Shall irreſiſtibly be ſav'd; _ 

The reſt, the greater part by far, 
Not having i in his love a ſhare, 
By mercy utterly diſclaim'd, . 110 


Shall irreſiſtibly be damn'd. 
No the Almighty God of truth, 
Made this decree concerning both. 


Merely his ſov'reign pow'r to ſhow, 


On paſſive mortals here below, "BEE 

Without reſpect to /in or faith, 8 

In thoſe he dooms to life or death, 
For both the end is foreordain'd, 


And means by which that end's attain 'd; EO 
So that of pure neceſlity, PE 120 


One mu/? repent, believe, and be © 


Made fit for bliſs t'eternity-; 
(For faith is no conditipn, Dick, 


As ſome will ignorantly ſpeak; 


But thoſe who have it in poſſeſſing, - 125 


| Receiv'd it as a cov 'nant-bleſling, | 
And as ſuch, Dick, it ſhall be piv 1 


To ev'ry choſen heir of heav'n. ) 
The reſt, as neceſſar'ly muſt, 


1 wicked, ſin and be accurſt, 5 = 130 
Deny'd the aid of grace divine, e 


And "ef to wallow with the ſwine, EE 
| Paſs'd 


t cn, Inſtitutes, B. 1. c. 16. ſ. 8. Ibid, ſ. 3. (0 parody on 


two lines in a Poem entitled Thoughts on the Divine Decree, 
(f Epheſ. i. 4. (C 1 Peter, i. . 


RELIiGiovs CONVERSATION. 5 


Paſs'd by, rejected with diſdain, 
And ſentenc'd to eternal pain. 
Why God acts thus ? if any ſhou'd | 135 
A reaſon aſk, becauſe he wou'd; 
He thus diſpenſes good or ill, 
To glorify his fov'reign will. 
This ſyſtem, Richard, I am told, N 
The ſaints of yore (+) did firmly hold ; 140 
Thus faint Auguſtine and Calvin, 
And fifty other learned men, 
<< Atteſt that if their comments find 
„% The traces of their maſter's mind, (* 
This muſt the goſpel-doctrine be, 145 
And all beſides heteredoxy. : 


R-1CHAR D. 
Says Richard, Matt. upon my word, 
Your ſyſtem's monſtrouſly abſurd ; 
And tho' my ſenſe, Matt. be but ſhallo\ | 
Your horrid ſcheme I ne'er can ſw allow:;.-150 
What, man! ſhall men be doom'd to be 
By irreſiſtible decree, _ 
Wicked, deprav'd and ſinful firſt, 
And then for being ſo be curſt 


MA T T HE W. 


Says Matthew, Richard, ceaſe thy wonder, 155 
And by reply, or by rejoinder, 
I' ſhew thee that th' Almighty mult, 
In all theſe things be ſtrictly juſt; 
For in the ſcripture, Dick, you 11 find 
This ſyſtem perfectly defin'd ; > 200 - 
So God, you know, does Moſes 5 il 
_ He'll mercy ſhow on whom he will; (i) 
And whom he will, again he ſays, 
He hardens, and refuſes grace; (#) 


do Iſaac's ſons, we underſtand, : 165 
Illuſtrate much the point in kan ; 7 
| ; B | For 


(%) i. e. Of former times. () Prior, (05 Exod, xxxiii. 19, 
Rom, ix, 15, (4) Rom. ix, 18, 


6 A MopERN FAMILIAR 
For e'er they'd done, or good or evil, 
Eſau was ſentenc'd to the devil; (77 
Pharaoh was raiſ'd on purpoſe too ( 27 
_ To be conſign'd to endleſs woe; 170 
And leſt ſuch men as you ſhould cavil, by 
When by theſe knotty points you're gravelPd, 
He tells you, (for he never flatters, ) . 
He gives to none account of's matters, (2) | 
And checks your vain deſire to know, 175 
With, Nay but, O man, who art thou? (=) 
Shall men to aſk their Maker dare 1 
Why he has made them what they are? 

And with preſumptuous tongue reply, 
Gainſt him who made both earth and ſky; 189 
And boldly aſk of God th' occaſion, | 
Why he has made them for damnation !_ 
Has not theepotter power to make 

One pot to keep, and one to break? 
And ſhall not God as freely ſhow _ 185 
His ſov'reign right o'er all below? 


SL HARSH: 

Your notion, Matt. feems mighty odd, 
Of juſtice, -fov'reignty and Gd ©. 
(Says Dick) thoſe texts with your addition, 
Set mortals in a ſad condition; 190 
But by your leave I've ſeen it noted 0 
Of thoſe ſame texts which you have quoted, 
By pious men, and men of learning, 

Of noble parts, and great diſcerning ; 1. 
The words in common acceptation, 195 
Can ne'er prove abſ'lute reprobation; 
The firſt they ſay, is wrong tranſlated, () 

In all the reſt the ſenſe wrong ſtated ; 
Mill, ſhould be render'd ſhould or ought, = 
To give the true orig'nal thought; 200 _ 
(2 Mal. i. 3. Rom. ix, 11, &c. (v7) Exod. ix. 16. Rom. ix. 
17. (A) Job xxxiii, 13. (o) Rom, ix. 20. (p) See Mr. 


Sellon's Arguments againſt Univerſal Redemption Conſider- 
ed, p. 96. 3 Col 


RELICOGIOUS CONVERSATION. 7 
And what you talk of good and evil, 
And ſending Eſau to the devil; 
And Pharach doom'd to ſure damnation, 
Is all your own imagination; i 
For all this talk of love and hate 205 
Reſpects not their eternal ſtate; (4) 
As you with half an eye may ſee, 
It you would read impartially, 
What next comes after of your _ 
You likewife put on a wrong footing 210 
God reprimands the rude objection, | 
For finding fault with's rule of action; (*) 
| Namely, becauſe that he delivers 

From death, and hell, all true believers; _ 

And dooms to everlaſting Gen. <8 
All that are void of living faith ; 
Whoe'er are loſt, this is th” occaſion, 
And not an abs lute reprobation, 
As Paul himſelf decides the matter, 
Verſe thirty-two of this ſame chapter; (r) 220 
And then to make your ſcheme look better, | 
You bring th' example of the Potter: 
You'd think the potter not o'er wiſe, 
Who made a veſſel tight and nice, | 
Only to take a ſtrange delight, S249 


By breaking it to ſhew his might! 


So unwiſe you make God by your rule, 

And infinitely more cruel ; (+) 

Beſides the paſſage now in view, | 
And moſt of this epiſtle too, () 230 
Does not reſpect partic'lar perſons, 

But Iſrael and the Gentile nations; 

The bleſſing too here firſt intended, 

With which the Jews were firſt befriended, 


Was the Gofpel-diſpenſation, _ 235 
Off ring unto them Salvation; Thi 
. . lis 


ND 4 3 Weſley's Predeſtination calmly conſidered, foe: 58. 

(5) See Weſley's Comment upon the Place in his Notes on 
the New Teſtament, (7) Rom. ix. 32. () See a Poem, 
entitled Thoughts on the Divine Decree, by T. Knight, p. 
17, note x. (s) To the Romans. 


3 MobERN FAMILIAX 
This the impious Jews rejected, 
And blaſphem'd and contradicted, (7) 


_ Thruſt it from them, and beſide 


Their Lord and Saviour crucified ; 240 
And judg'd themſelves, in acting this, 5 
Unworthy of eternal bliſfs. 

"Twas therefore juſt in God and right, 


To take from them the Goſpel- light, 


And pour on them his ſore diſpleaſure, 245 
Who now had fill'd their ſinful meaſure; 


But if they'd known their gracious day, 0 
They never had been caſt away; 3 
For Mercy ſure was offered to em, 


Elie Oy could ne'er have put it fro em. 250 


MAT THEW. 


Offer d, and if; (days Matthew, warm'd, 
And now appearing much alarm-d) 


This talk of yours is out of ſeaſon, 


'Tis nought, my friend, but carnal reaſon; 


I diſapprove this ſeheme of yours, 255 
With all your talk of free-will pow'rs; 0 


I hate to hear your fooliſh whiff's, 
Your train of but's. and and's, and ifs; 3 
You ſeem to make by your conceiving, | 
Salvation hang upon believing ; e 
But this is no right definition, | 
I tell you, Dick, there's no condition; 
From but's, and iFs, th' elect are freed, 


Salvation's ſure to all the ſeed ; 


For them, and only them, he gave 260 


His Son, to die their ſouls to ſave, 
Their ſouls from favour nought can move, 


Secure in God's electing- love; 


While all the ſons of reprobation, 
Shall undergo a ſure damnation. _ 270 
Theſe truths has God thought fit to thow, 


And who ſhall atk him, What doſt thou ? 
RICHARD, 


(e) Acts xili. 45 46. () Luke xix. 42 


REricious CONVERSATION. 9 


NI HAN . 

That theſe are truths, is doubted much, 
Much more that God has ſhew'd them ſuch; 
(Quoth Dick) your high-flown pos'tive ſtrain, 275 
The queſtion begs and begs again. 

But ſure for arbitrary work, 

You'd make a noble tyrant Turk, 

That ſtern imperious ſpirit of yours, 
Would make your ſubjects dread your pow'rs, 280 

Nor dare to make the leaſt objection, 
 Howeeer they ſuffer'd by your action, 
But learn a cringing mute ſubjection. 
But this, friend Matt. is not the caſe, 

_ ?*Twixt God and our unhappy race 285 
For tho' 'tis readily allow'd, 

The all-wiſe and all- powerful God, 
What ſeemeth good to him may do, 
In heaven above or earth below, 

Let nought is pleaſing to his win, ; 290 
Which is in its own nature ill, (&) 

And therefore whatſoe'er he doth, 
Conſiſts with Juſtice, Mercy, Truth; 
His will is not a tyrant's will, . 
That takes delight in being cruel ; B 
And caſts ten million ſouls away, . 
In right of arbitrary ſway 
No, no; God takes (the ſcripture faith). 
No pleaſure i in the ſinner's death, (20) 
But rather would (himſelf hath ſworn) (x) 300 
The wand'ring ſinner ſhould return, 
Nor longer his good ſpirit grieve, 
But quit his wickedneſs and live ; 
Nor has our God, regarding man, 
| Reaſons of ſtate we may not ſean ; 305 
He never dooms a foul to die, | 
But ſhews luficient reaſon why ; 


A more 


| (*) And! in FS FOR 5 he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men.“ See Lam, iii, 33. 


32. (x) Exek. xxxiii, 11. 


(ww) Ezek. xviii. 


2: — — — — — 


Tour reas' ning pride prevents, I ſee, I 
| Your rev'rence to the great decree ; But 
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A more ſubſtantial reaſon quite, 


(Friend Matt.) than merely ſov' reign right: 
And if the reaſon you'd receive, 310 

Tis this, they won't in Chriſt believe; 00 
Becauſe God calls, and they refuſe, (2) 
Becauſe his goodneſs they abuſe; (a) 


To his good ſpirit do deſpite, (C0 


And ſhut their eyes againſt his light, (e) 1 
Deny the Lord who has them bought, (4) 

And ſet his love and grace at nought ; (e) 
Theſe are the cauſes, Matthew, why, 

Their ſouls are loſt eternally : 


Which cauſes, you may plainly ſee, 3 320 


Spring from themſelves, not God's decree ; y 


For if this latter were the ae, 

Twould caſt on God no ſmall diſgrace ; 5 

By making him the proper cauſe, 

Of mortals breaking his own laws; 3285. 
Which muſt this conſequence bring in, 

That God's the author of all fin : 


In ſhort, your ſcheme appears to me, 


T*include ſo much abſurdity, 


I think whoe'er are right among 7.420 
The various ſects, you muſt be wrong 
And therefore while theſe things I view, 


In tuch a diff*rent light from you, 


I'm ſure, my friend, I never can 


Subſcribe your reprobating plan. 1 


Matt. finding his attempts were vain, 


His friend to think with him to gain; 
Aſſum'd a high important ſtrain, 
While thus he ſpoke ; —— 


M A + + by H E W. 
. Well, Dick, you are 
Blind a as a a beetle, 1 ac 34 


(3). John viii, 24. Mark xvi, 16, &c. (a) Prov. i, 24; (4) 


Rom. ii. 4, (Y) Heb. x. 29. 00 W ili. 19. a 2 Pet. 
il. 1. (e) Prov. i. 25. 
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But reaſon long as e'er you will, 


| God, you ſhall find, is ſov'reign {till ; 


His word ſhall ſtand, and he will do, 345 
Whatever ſuits his pleaſure too; 


RICHARD. 


How lily (interrupted Dick) 
Lou give my argument the flip ; 
The queſtion is not, whether God = 
Will do whate'er he thinketh good ; 350 
This, Matt. you know, before 1 granted; 

But this falls ſhort of what you wanted: 

For we muſt take another meaſure, 

And aſk, if *tis his ſov'reign pleaſure ; 

Or whether God delight or no WC 
In making ſouls for endleſs woe, og 
Without reſpect to any rule, 

But that of his own ſov'reign will? 

It is indeed his gracious pleaſure, 

Rules to preſcribe and ſet a meaſure, 360 
Which he declares he'll act by when. . 
He faves or damns the ſons of men; (7) 


And this he has a right to do, 


And none may aſk him, What doſt tou! * 
As he's all-wiſe, he cannot err, N 
And as he's good, we need not fear, 

He'll aught that's cruel do, whate'er 

Our narrow-hearted faints aver ; 

No evil can from him proceed, . 
Tis only ſuffer'd, not decreed ; 370 
* As darkneſs is not from the ſun, 
„Nor mount the ſhades till he is gone,” 
Accordingly he tells us that 

(I pray obſerve it, Maſter Matt. ) 


* By our own wickedneſs and fin, | * 


We have our own deſtruction been; (8) 
And tho? we now are fall'n and curſt, 
He made us Upright ; at the firſt, (2)... Line 


( f) See kel. xvlli, and Mark xvi. 16, ec. (g) Hof, xiii, 9. 
00} Leclal. vii. 29. | 


. 
nnd 


„„ 
1 
a, 
1 


K what he WIE. them ſay. 
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[ then repeat my queſtion, whether | 
It be th' Almighty's ſov'reign ure, 380 


Jo fore-ordain a ſoul to be 

A ſinner of neceſlity, 

Then plunge him into endleſs woe, 
For doing what he needs muſt do: 


Here rigid Matt. began to be „ 


Quite tir'd of Richard's company; 


Matthew howe'er would ſtill have cavill'd : 


But finding he was ſomewhat gravell'd; 
Thus (with a proud contemptuous meer) 


MA TTHEW 


Reply'd; Friend Dick, you ſadly err; 390 
I texts could quote as Well as you, ET 
To ſhew things in a difffrent view. 
But, Dick, I can no longer ſtay, 


My pus neſs calls, I muſt away; 


I hope in time you'll prove diſcreeter, 395 
And learn the goſpel-doctrines better. 8 


Here Matthew turn'd, and homeward hy'd ; 


Howe'er his place was ſoon ſupply'd : 
For when they firit began to talk, 
Both Matt. and Dick agreed to walk 400 

To a contiguous moſly bed, e 

Beneath a lofty hedge- row Made; 
For being hot they there could ſhun, 

The ſcorching of the. mid-day ſun. 


It chanc'd Dick's neighbour James juſt Rood 49 5 


Behind this range of buſhy wood; 


And during the religious chat, 


?Twixt Richard and his neighbour Matt, 
Friend Jemmy from this private ſtation, 
Had over-heard their converſation; 410 _ 
And ſeeing Matthew gone, ſtep'd out, 
With Dick to have another bout; 
So after mutual falutation, 
| Between theſe two, James took ko, 


* 


His thoughts before his friend to lay, | 41 3. 
EY A M E 8. 


RI TLICOCIOVSs CONVERSATION. 


JAMES. 


Richard, ſays he, indeed *tis true, 

1 think with neither Matt. nor you, 
You're neither of you in the right, 
But both beſide the matter quite; 
Ma,tt. 's ſentiments too rigid are, 
He carries things too high by far; 
And by your arguing, Dick, you ſeem 
To lean too much to th” free-will ſcheme; 
Your notions ſeem abſurd to me, 
can with neither ſide agree. 


RICHARD. 


Pray then, dear Jemmy, will you ſhew 
(Says Richard) what ſeems right to you; 


If my own heart, James, don't deceive me, 


In this I think you may believe me; 
Fm bigotted to no reſtriction, 
But fair and open to conviction. 

If what as truth you may propoſe, 
Scripture and reaſon don't oppoſe, 
But both combine to fix the ſenſe, 
By undeniable evidence; 

If what you think appears to me 
Upheld by this authority, 

i ſhall with joy as truth receive, 
And readily the ſame believe. 

But yet before my friend replies, 

It may be needful to premiſe, 

T ſhall expect your explication 

Of any part of revelation ; 

In ſuch a manner be expreſt, 

As is conſiſtent with the reſt ; 


4 Likewiſe that it conſiſtent by 


With th' attributes of deity. 
So ſince we now are in the vein } 
Of ſearching matters, pray explain | 
The points of doctrine you maintain, 
Diſplay your ſcheme from end to end; 


I 3, 
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JAMES. 


Well then, ſays James, prepare to hear, 


And J will pour into thy ear,” (7) 


The doctrines which I recommend 
To ev'ry thoughtful ſerious friend; 


The goſpel-doctrines on record, 


The marrow of the written word. 


However, Dick, I think "twill be 


A needleſs ſuperfluity; j 


To dwell upon thoſe points, which both 


: My friend and me receive as truth : 


As; there's a God; his unity; 


. Thie doctrine of the Trinity ; 
And that the ſcriptures do reveal 
God's holy, juſt and gracious will; 
And that ſufficient rules they how, 
For chriſtian faith and N too; 


The fall of man; orig'nal ſin; 


And ſtate deprav'd we all are in; 'P 


The need of Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour, 


Jo reinſtate us in God's favour ; 


The truth of Chriſt's divinity ; _ 
(With God the Father equal he 


And no interior deity, ) 

Th atonement which he made to God, 
By pouring out his precious blood; 
That grace alone falvation brings, 
Man's merit bars; and ſuch like things. 


I therefore ſhall myſelf confine, 
Thoſe points of doctrine to define, 


Where, as the caſe appears to me, - 
We moſtly ſeem to diſagree; 
Attend then, Dick, while I repeat 
The genuine truths of ſacred writ. 


RATE CALVINISTS. 
Firſt then, I do believe God has, 


Decreed whatever comes to paſs ; 


(3) A line * Prior, 


| Yet 


455 


46 © 


405 


475 


480 


485 


The CREED of thiſe who call een Mope- 


\ 
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Vet, Richard, ſo as not to be 
x The author of iniquity. 490 


Next, with regard to Adam, Dick, 

Who play'd that ſad unhappy trick 
In Paradiſe, and by his fall, | 
AIs fn and ruin brought us all, „ 
And ſpoil'd us of primeval bliſs ; 495 
Ihe caſe, my friend, is clearly this: 
Adam our fire and nat'ral head, 
At firſt the Great Creator made 

With pow'rs ſufficient to have ſtood, 

Tho! free to fall juſt as he wou'd ; 500 
85 He fell, and as I ſaid above, 
ee fall did our deſtruction prove; 

For by this firſt, this mortal ſin, 

Our ſouls are render'd all unclean, 

Our hearts deprav'd, to folly prone, 505 
o Io evil free, and that alone. 

Now, Richard, God of ſov'reign grace, 
( Foreſceing this would be the cals, *- 
Tho' all the race of thoſe that fell 
Hie might have juſtly doom'd to hell ; 3 510 
75 From all eternity decreed 
1 To chooſe in Chriſt a holy ſeed, 
Out of the whole corrupted mals; 4 
Not, Dick, becauſe they holy was 
3 ſuch to make them by his grace; 515 
%& All elſe he juſtly paſſes by, 
480 
And leaves them in their ſins to die. 

Nov, Richard, mark the goſpel-ſcheme; 

I was not for any good in them, 

For what they was, for what they'd been, 520 
485 For works per form'd, or faith foreſeen; 
For none of theſe God made them his, 

And choſe them to eternal bliſs; 

DE- was merely of his ſov'reign pleaſure, 
____#| He choſe to take this gracious meaſure ; 525 
The on!y reaſon was, he wou'd _ 
\ Becauſe to him it ſeemed good. 

; Now, Dick, in order to fulfill 

This purpoſe of his ſov'reign will, God 
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God made a cov'nant with his Son, 
'To ſee this buſineſs ſurely done; 

The purport of which cov'nant was, 


Did, from eternity, intend, _ 
.E he Son ſhould take upon him then, 
The nature of theſe ſinful men; 
He born, and live, and die for them, 
And ſo compleat Salvation's ſcheme. 


That when the time ſhould come to pals, 
Which God (his people's ſteady friend) 


All this is paſt, the work is done, 


The ſcheme's accompliſh” d by the Son; 
He all perform'd, 


'tis quite notorious, | 


Conditional or meritorious; _ | 
Finiſh'd the work from end to end, 


And then did up to heav'n aſcend, 
Where he remains with God to ple: ead, 


And for his people intercede. 

Nov, Dick, in conſequence of this, 
All thoſe deſign'd for endleſs blits, 
At ev'ry time, in ev'ry place, 

Are call'd, and by efe&ual grace 

His purchas'd people, one and all, 
Enabled to obey the call; 

God ſends the goſpel to their ear; 

His ſervants preach, his people hear ; 


And in the day, yea, in the hour, 


Of his Almighty gracious pow'r, (4). 

He makes them willing to obey, 

And own his lawful fov'reign ſway, 
Nor thall they ever loſe his grace, 

Or finally forſake his ways, 


530 


535 


54⁰ 


550 


But by the pow'r of God, thro? faith, 5) : 


As ſomewhere, Dick, the ſcripture faith, * 


They ſhall be ſafely kept until 


They ſtand ſecure on Zion's hill. 
This, Neighbour Richard, ſeems to ms 
1 tr ath, the + vAry truth to be: 
1 


(k) Pfal, cx. 3. (/) 1 Pet. i. 5, 
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As ſin of ev'ry 
Mongſt other things is paſt a doubt; 
Whate'e: you ſay, *tis plain to me, 
Jou muſt, my Friend, make God to be 
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1 ſtedfaſtly believe that this 


The very goſpel-doctrine is, 

And therefore warmly recommend, 

As wholeſome doctrine to my friend, 
Richard, who all this while had paid 
Attention cloſe to what was ſaid, 


RICHARD. 


Reply'd, my Friend, I think that we 
Are very like to diſagree ; ; 


For, Neighbour, tho” at firſt you frem 
To diſapprove Matt.'s rigid ſcheme ; 
And ſpeak in terms more mod'rate than 
That poſitive and rigid man; 


(In which I think ſome dread appears 
Of your diſguſting tender ears ; ) 

1 fear you differ but in name, 

And that you're mainly much the ſame. 


However, Neighbour, that I may 


Afford your ſentiments fair play ; 


I'll take them one by one, and ſee, 


If they will bear ſtrict ſcrutiny. 


Your firſt point, then, appears to me 


Abſurd, and contradictory ; 
Or, Jemmy, at the very beſt, 
Tis very doubttully expreſt; 

It, as you ſay, 'tis true God has 


Decreed whatever comes to pals ; 


If this decree is active too 
To bring about whate'er we do; 


And if its ſovereign intent 
No pow'r can poſſibly prevent ; 
kind falls out, 


The author of i iniquity, 
But, Jemmy, if you underſtand, 


4 This fame decree, we have in hand, 


4 
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As i reſpects both good and ill, 605 
In th' actings of the human will; 
No dire neceſſity to bring, 
But only to permit the thing; 
Then you and J are here agreed, | 
So for this time we'll drop this head! 610 
Only PII whiſper in your ear, IR 
Jou ſhould have ſpoke your meaning clear ; 
Nor ſlily left us thus in doubt 
| About the caſe, for truth will out. 
What next you fay of Adam, James, 615 


Some little obſervation claims; 


I think you faid he might have ſtood, 
Tho! free to fall, juſt as he wou'd ; 
But truly it appears to m. 
That if the ſaid divine decree, 1 620 
In Calvin's ſenſe be abſolute . | 
He needs muſt eat forbidden fruit: 
So With reſpect to good and ill, 
Could not be left to his own will; 8 
Now if you judge things order'd 5. 625 
Reſpecting what free- agents do; 5 
And that herein the ſaid decree, 
The cauſe of ev'ry action be; 
You hold an inconſiſtency. 2 
You next obſerve, that Adam's fall 030 


8 Brought ſin and ruin on us all, 


And ſunk us in depravity; 

In this we cordially agree. : 
But then, you know, my F riend, St, Paul 
Obſerves, as judgment came on all 
The race of man, by Adam's fall; 

So the free- gift of Pardon came (m) « 
On all mankind, thro' Chriſt the Lamb; 
Are we thro” Adam doom'd to die? . 
Jeſus came down to juſtify; 5 640 
And if all fell in Adam's fall, EY 
Our Second Adam dy'd for all; (1) 


(een) Rom. v. 18. () Heb, ii. 9. 2 Cor. v. 14. 
| | 1 Tim, ii. 6, &, _ * 
| Do, And 


%” > 


d 


And therefore, James, you may foreſee 


Mankind to periſh in their fall, 


But, Jemmy, proof for this is wanted: 


Where do you find it written, pray? 650 


What book, what page, what chapter, friend? 
Not in God's book from end to end; 


But look on't as precarious rant, 655 
And groundleſs Calviniſtic cant. 


Say you; God might, you know ? tis true, 
And left you in your ſins to die; 


That God for my unfaithfulneſs, 
And miſimprovement of his grace, 
Might have withdrawn it long ago, 
And left me to eternal woe 


1 grant; but this ſuppoſes I I 665 


A reprobate, upon your plan, . 0 
And that alone, has choſen ſome 670 


Luhe reſt he juſtly paſſes by, 
And leaves them in their ſins to die; e 
For Adam's fin it ſeems, to wrath _ 675 
Condemn'd, and pangs of endleſs death: 
For, Jemmy, tho? tis clearly known 
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In what comes next we ſha'nt agree : 


That God might juſtly have left all (5) 645 
As doubtleſs truth you take for granted ; 


Are you right ſure of what you ſay ? 


And till from thence you it ſupport, 
I would not give one farthing for't, 


Eternally have paſt by you, 


No, tis not true; TI that deny; 660 


Have had that grace, which you deny 


Has either had, or ever can. 
You fay that God by ſov'reign doom 


Of Adam's fallen ruin'd race, 
As objects of peculiar grace; 


They've iniquity of their own; 


(o) See this point ſettled by Richard, upon a al and 
ſcriptural baſis, Verſe 3302, &c. and V. 35 52, &c. of this 
Eſſay. (p) See Weſley's Predeſtination calmly conſidered, 


ſec, 23. ; ® 
| S2 Vet 
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Yet from their Sire, that fallen creature, 
As they receiv'd their corrupt nature, 680 
Which prompts them on to fin and die; 5 
(Except the Lord his grace ſupply; 
And God, you ſay, has firm decreed, 
Never to give the grace they need;) | 
They may with great propriety, 

1 think, my friend, be faid to be 


Condemn'd for his iniquity. 
Now if this really be the caſe, 
By far the moſt of Adam's race, 


Are more ſeverely dealt with than 690 
Arch Satan, and his helliſh clan: 


This conſequence | 1s certain, ſeeing | 
They're damn'd e'er they've a conſcious being; „ 


Sentenc'd to wrath, and kg ſorlorn, = 
And endleſs woe, before they're born; 695 
Whereas the fiends were happy made, 5 5 
And each a perfect nature had, 
And in their proper perſons, = 
Had pow'r to ſtand, tho' free to fall; Pers 

But this, you ſay, is not the caſe, | 780 
With moſt of Adam's wretched race; 

So that in this reſpect they're worſe, 

And laid beneath a heavier curſe, (2) 

Than Beelzebub himſelf, who fel! > 
With all his followers down to hell; 705 
And therefore, James, your goſpel- ſcheme, 1 
Erroneous and abſurd I deem; 

For tho” I readily agree, 


No merit (7) can in ſinners be, 
And that the Saviour's grace is free; 
Yet granting this it won't infer _ 


The doctrines true which you aver; 
Nor can you leave, your ſcheme maintain' 'd, 
_ God's moral attributes unſtain'd ; | 
Your doctrines held, I think you muſt 715 
Make God unmerciful, unjuſt, ee 


7) See Fletcher's Scripture-Scales, page 351. (-r) Viz, No 


Proper merit, = as the aner call it, merit of condignity, 
9285 | yran- 


)J710 


8 : 25 
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Tyrannical and cruel too, DE 
Condemning ſouls to endleſs Wh. | 
For doing what , needs muſt do | . 
Partial, unequal in his ways, 720 
- Reſpecting perſons, tho' he ſays | 
Himſelf, in his own ſacred word! 
That he's a juſt, impartial Lord, 1 
Long: ſuff' ring, merciful and kind, „ -- : 
To finners of the vileſt mind; 10 725 
Lea, that his love and tender grace, 
Extends to all the human race; (v) 
Not willing any ſoul ſhould die; (20) 
And therefore does he ever cry, . 
Why, ſinners, will ye periſh, why? (x) 730 
Whereas the Lord, as you 9 
Has abſolutely fix d the fate 
Of moſt of Adam's race by far, 
Eternal miſery to ſhare; : 
Too groan beneath his fiery wrath, 735 
And that he wills the ſinner's death! _ 
Nou ſhall I God or you believe ? 
His word or yours for truth receive ? 

To this *tis eaſy to reply, . 
Let God be true, tho” all men lie. ( 7 740 
That ſome are choſen J allow, 

From all eternity; but how ? 
They are not choſen, James, I deem, 
According to your fine- ſpun ſcheme ; 
As God foreknew they choſen are, 74 
As facred ſcripture will declare; (z2) 1 
That is, ſome ſinners are elected, 
As other ſinners are rejected; 
Thoſe God determin'd to receive, 
As he foreknew they would believe, 750 
While theſe he doom'd to endleſs wich, - 
On e of their unbeliet, (a) 


AN 


1 


3 | 1 (5). Exek, xviii, Acts x. 34. (:) Exod, xxxiv. 6. (A) 1 Tim. 
35 3 1.15. (v) Pſalm cxlv. 9. (20) Ezek, xviii. 32. (x) Ezek. 


AXXXIil. 11. (y) Rom. iii. 4. (x) 1 Pet. i. 2, (a) See 
Weſley's Preſervative, p. 180. 
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Not that I think, my friend, that faith 

Intrinſick proper merit hat; 

Or is the cauſe we're fix'd upon, 753 
Except it be fine qua non; (b) 


And this 'tis plain enough to * 


Has nought 1 in't of efficiency ; 

But 'twas Jehovah's gracious pleaſure, N 
To fix this term, or rule, or meaſure, 760 
 Whereby he would be pleas'd to ſhow 

| Mercy to finners here below : _ 

For, friend, I take, (and ſure I'm richt,) 

God's knowledge to be infinite; 

And groſsly ſhould inſult, I trow, „ - 
His holineſs and knowledge too, 


Tf I preſum'd he could not well 


Foreſee free- actions and foretell, 
Without compelling men to be s 
In conſequence of his decree 770 
Vile ſinners of neceſſity. (c) - 


Nor does God ev'n proceed herein 


As a mere arbitrary being; 


Altho' what Calviniſts aver 


=? 
* 
A 


(If things be really as they fay,) 


That this divine perfection may 
Act in an unconnected line, 


With other attributes divine; 


But this the caſe can never be, . 780 
Friend Jemmy, for God's ſov' reignty, 
Can ne'er a ſeparation prove : 
From wiſdom, mercy, truth, and love 


For all his attributes; in fact, 


In perfect concert always act; 7 
And therefore the Almighty's e 
As it regards poor wretched man, 
ls wiſely ſuited to his creature, 
Reſpocting both his ſtate and nature. | 


() That is, a e without which they are not fixed upon. 
{ 00 See Fletcher's. Viodication of Mr Welley' s Minutes, p. 40. 


Your 
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Four cov 'nant - ſcheme comes next, my 
friend, 790 


Which I think wrong from end to end; 
And that you really never can 
Prom facred-writ ſupport your plan, 


Tho' there the cov'nant oft occurs, 

*Tis no ſuch covenant as yours; 795 
] think, if I miſtake not, this 

The genuine goſpel-cov 'nant is 


He that believes, whoe'er he be, 


And doth unto the end endure, 


He ſhall be ſav'd eternally, . | 800 


The goſpel-covenant is ſure ; 


Th' eternal mountains ſhall give place, 


The firmer cov'nant cannot move, 


The cov'nant of God's general grace, 


And of his all-redeeming love; 805 


And faithful unto death remains, 


He everlafting life receives, 


For ſo the will of God ordains; (4) 
This i is the firm unchang'd decree, 8 10 

The word of God's ſupreme command, 8 
Faſt as the ſun and moon we. ee, 

It doth and ſhall for ever ſtand. ON 


nis covenant of goſpel-kind 


I can within the goſpel find, _ + "Bos 


But not a trace, I think, of yours, 
In all the book of God occurs, 


Tho' many texts you turn and wind 


In this reſpect to ſpeak your mind. 1 
It ſeems you take for granted too, 820 
That Jeſus Chriſt while here Wo, 


As to falvation's ſcheme, did all 
That may be term'd conditional; 
But tho' you're poſitive enough, 1 8 
This won't be thought ſufficient pron, "Bag. 


| And 
(1 1 Mark xvi, 16, and Matt. xxiv, 13, Kc. 


9 See Hymns on God's Everlaſting Love, 2d Part, H. 5, 
V. 13, and 14, by C. * | 
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And therefore, friend, I muſt deny 
„With 190% dixit to comply. mf 
Salvation's terms, the ſcripture faith, 
Are penitence and living faith ; T 
Repent or periſh, ſays the word, (8) 830 
Believe or die, ſays Chriſt the Lord; 00 — 
No let me one plain queſtion aſk, 
Has Chriſt for you perform'd this taſk ? 
If not how has he then done all, "= 
That may be term'd conditional ? tor init GIS 
Perhaps, my friend, you may reply, | 
He has done more infinitely ; 5 
It may be ſo, howe'er it is, 
Beyond a doubt he's not done this; (i] 1 
The very nature of the facts, 840 
Require, they ſhould be your own ads, 
And tho” we grant the pow'r to do 
Thoſe acts, from God alone does flow; ; 
Vet for all that, you may depend 
God ne'er will do them for you, friend; 
Nor yet by force conſtrain your will 
Or irreſiſtibly compel, _ 
To take the road to heav'n or hell; 5 
For how thould God, was this the caſe, 
E'er judge the world in righteouſneſs ? 
| The doctrine which you next have fram' "ug 
That's final- perſeverance nam'd, 
With your foregoing ſyſtem muſt 
Stand faſt, or 2 into the duſt; 
If you can prove that one is true, 85 
It comprehends the other too; 
Thy're fo connected, they muſt either 
Stand firmly both, or fall together. 
Upon the whole I think, tho' James 
His brother Matthew's ſcheme diſclaims, 860 
And fain would ſoften here and there 
A point he thinks is too ſevere, 
By changing of a harſher phraſe ns 
For one that wears a ſmoother face; (Which 


(f) A Line of Prior, f (8) Luke xiii." 3, c. () Jahn vill, 
a. i See Weſley,s Preſervative, P, 223, | 
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(Which yet when all your gloſling's paſt, 865 


Comes to the ſelf- ſame thing at laſt, ) 


” 

£ FA 
8 e 
„ 


Vet rigid Matt. as things I view, 


Seems more conſiſtent far than you; 


© Tho? both your ſchemes I diſbelieve, 


Nor his nor yours for truth receive. 870 
James, who had with impatience ſtay'd, 


While Dick his long reply had made, 
With zeal now kindled to a blaze, 


$35 £ 


And frowning gravity in's face, 35 
Mixt with contempt and ſour diſdain, 875 
| Reply'd in ſelf-important ſtrain ; 


JAMES. 
How ſtrangely, Neighbour, do you ſpeak |! 


Jour arguments are very weak! 7 


Indeed you're got in a ſad hole; 


They'd do you, Dick, a mighty favour, 888 


I really pity you, poor ſoul! _ 880 
Fou talk direct in Weſley's ſtrain, 1 

That blind and muddy-headed man; 
If ſome kind friend would take the pains 


To ſhave your head, and waſh your brains, 


And you might thank them for their labour ; 


55 


bo 


F 5 


Tis pity you are not diſcreeter; 
] really wiſh you to ſee better; 


You may be honeſt-hearted, Dick, 


But ſure your head is very weak; 890 
Blind, blind! by error held in thrall 
Or, Richard, it you ſee at all, 


Your judgment's dim, like him who ſees 


Removing men like walking trees; (4) 
Your ſcheme is naught, corrupt I ſee, 895 
*Tis rank Arminian hereſy. 


. RICHARD. 
Rank hereſy ! (repeated Dick 
« And rais'd his voice exceeding quick ;”) (1) 


If 


(k) Mark Vili, 24. (% A Line of Prior, 


94. 
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If fo, my notions are deprav'd, 
Pray can an heretic be ſav'd? 90 


JAMES. 


I know not, Dick, I will not ſay, 
Perhaps 'tis poſſible they may; 
But if they are, it will require 
That they be ſav'd ſo as by we, 60 


Juſt n paſt the fiery gap. 905 


RICHARD. 0 
| Says Dick, they catch a narrow "haps! N 
It makes me tremble when I think, 
How near they come deſtruction's brink ; 


But ſure your: Judgment's too ſevere, 


JA N * . „ 
No, Richard, ſilence, thou ſhalt hear; 910 


Theſe folks God's righteouſneſs deny, 
 Andin it's place their own ſupply ; - 


Roh God o'th' glory of his grace, 


And ſet up Self, Diek, in it's place; Os 
Prate of conditions to perform, "ors 


At goſpel-doctrines rave and ſtorm ; 
Exalt their free-will-pow'rs on nen; 


Make Chriſt half-ſaviour, and deny 


God's ſov'reignty, which if you name, 


Their carnal hearts are in a flame; 920 


It hurts their pride, it grates their ear, 


The humbling theme they cannot bear, — 
5 Dick interrupting, thus replies ;- : 


RICHARD. 


You're wond'rous pos'tive, wond'rous wiſe ; 


Jemmy, your virulent diſpraiſe, 925 


Brings to my mind what Jeſus ſays ; 


How ſay'ſt thou; brother, let me try 


To pull the mote out of thine eye; | 
When 


() 1 Cor, iii. 15. 
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When lo! a beam of monſtrous ſize, OT > 
Obſtructs the ſight of thine own eyes; 930 


Thou hypocrite; firſt learn to free I 
T hyſelf, from that which blindeth thee ; 
Then ſhalt thou clearly fee to ſpy 


The mote that dims thy brother's eye. (#) 


I think, my friend, as things I view, 935 


 - Theſe words may well b'apply'd to you; 


For while you ſlander, ſcold and rail 
Alt thoſe, who tell a diff' rent tale 


At their carnality and pride; 940 


Impartial men may ſee you teem 


With the ſame fpirit you condemn ; 


And while their proud hearts you deride, 
; 5 Your own puff*d heart boils o'er with pride. 


The Methodiſts, you fay, deny _ 94.5 


What you, James, call God's ſov'reignty; _ 


God's ſow'reignty, my friend ! pray what 


May we preſume you mean by that? 

The facred volume won't afford 
One ſingle ſample of the word; 950 
Mean you a pow'r, join'd to his will, 5 
Io ſend ten million fouls to hell; 

Or if you chuſe a ſofter phraſe, 

Io paſs them by, deny them grace, 


And let them ſink to endleſs woe, l 
20 Only becauſe he'll have it ſo; 1 


While to a little choſen few, 
He ſov'reign mercy deigns to ſnew, 


And by his grace that's freely giv'n, 
Draus irreſiſtibly to heav'n; | 


960 


That he may manifeſt the more 

Ihe glory of his ſov'reign pow'r; 

And demonſtrate unto all nature, 

His independence on the creature; 
This horrid ſcheme, James, I deny, 965 
As an abſurd blaſphemous lie; | 


Nor does God e'er lay claim I wis 
+ To ſuch a fov'reignty as this; It 


() Matt, vii, 4, 5. 
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It runs quite counter to the tide 

Of all his attributes beſide; _ 
If this muſt ſtand, the reſt muſt fall, 
'Tis inconſiſtent with them all; (o) 
Your own Calvinian head firſt frames 
A ſov'reignty God never claims, 


Then, in the rage of your remarks, 975 


Againſt thoſe ſame Arminian ſparks, 

(Who inſolently dare deny 

With your opinion to comply. J 

Bold and preſumptuous men they are ') (00 
Vou cenſure them both round and ſquare, 980 
As full of ſelf, with folly fraught, 

As carnal, proud, and all that's naught. 

But by your leave, ſir, may not we 

With quite as much ſincerity 


As you, or any other friend. 985 


Warmly and earneſtly contend, 
For what appears to us to be 
Real genuine goſpe]-verity ? 
And if I have a diff' rent view 


In ſome reſpects, my friend, from you, 990 


Muſt it needs be that you ſee right, 
And I am blind or ſhort of ſight ? 
Is it not poſſible that you : 
May have a falſe erroneous view ? SQ 
And while your ſyſtem you defend 995 
From thoſe who *gainſt your ſcheme contend ; 
And I attempt to do the lame, 
From thoſe who cenſure mine and blame; 
Muſt it needs be undoubted fact, | 
That I from carnal motives act, 1000 
And you as ſurely grace inherit, 
And ſpeak from dictates of the ert 7 
Be aſhamed of a conduct, man, 
80 diſingenuous and win; ; 


And 


(o) See Mr. Sellon' 8 Arguments 3 General 3 
Conſidered, p. 82, 83. (5) See Mr, Sellon's Vindication 


of the Church of England from the e Charge of Abſolute Pre- 
deſtination, p. 5, 
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And 'ſtead of uſing ſland'rous arts, 1005 
To cenſure us and judge our hearts; 

Judge you this rather, not to lay 
A ſtumbling- block in brother's way; (3) 

Paul wiſhes fuch a conduct thine, 
And ſurely Paul's a ſound divine. 1010 

However, James, tis falſe that we 
At all deny God's ſov'reignty; 

*Tis the falſe view of it you give, 

That we oppoſe and diſbelieve; 
Not, Jemmy, as you gladly wou'd 1015 
Have people think, becauſe we're proud, 

Carnal, ſhort-ſighted, and all that; 

But if you chuſe to know for what, 

It is, becauſe we think it wou'd . 
Reflect diſhonour upon God; 1020 
And highly derogat'ry prove, 

T” his goodneſs, juſtice, truth and love. 

God's ſov'reignty I take to be 

An amiable quailty; e | 

It is, I dare be bold to aver, 1025 

A' qualify'd perfection, Sir; (tr) 

Which tho', from any pow'r without, 

*Tis uncontroulable, no doubt; 

Vet is it regulated by 80 . 
His other attributes moſt high; 1030 
Nor can ba, 1 ſuppoſe, e'er prove, 

The God of Mercy, Truth and Love, 

E'er did, my friend, or ever will : 
Condemn a ſingle ſoul to hell, „ 
Aerely becauſe his ſov'reign pleaſure, 1035 
Adopted ſuch a rig'rous meaſure ; 

No, in this awful work, my friend, 

His other attributes attend, : 

His juſtice, mercy, truth and grace, 5 

Always proceed before his face; 1040 
In ſtrict conſiſtence with all theſe, 

He plans his ſov'reign high decrees. 
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(2) Rom, xiv, 1 3. (r) See Hugh Knox's Letter to Jacob 
| | : Green, P. 13. 5 


A : I take 
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I take not God, my friend, to be 
A ſelfiſn, partial God, you ſee, 
Who either needeth, or deſires, 
Or whoſe moſt ſacred will requires 
That he, the ſource of goodneſs, muſt, 
At his poor helpleſs creatures coſtt 
Diſplay his glory; neighbour, no, 
This view of things will never do; 
I dread, friend, to conceive of God, 
As of a cruel, partial, proud, 
Capricious tyrant ; but your ſcheme, 
Muſt neceſſarily, I deem, 
Excite this baſe idea of him. 
Theſe folks, you fay, in the next place, * 
Deny Jehovalt's righteouſneſs, 
And fteal the glory of his grace; 
Of free-will pow'rs plead much in favour; _ 
Make Jeſus Chriſt but half a faviourz; 1069: 
Talk of conditions in their pla, 
And ſomething to be done by man; 
With other charges which you bring, 4 
Of this, and that, and th' other thing. 1 
However, James, that they deny, 1 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, is ſure a lie; 
They but endeavour to defend, 
Folxks from the dangers that attend 
Erroneous views of it, my friend; 
And as to what they talk and ſay, 
Of free-will and conditions, they 


r —— owe 3" rol — — 


Talk of them in no other ſort, 5 
But as their bible will ſupport; L 


Jou ſpoke of, James, and one Sellon, 10% 
With others, which I've heard of latex, 
_ Have made appear, I think, compleatly. oy 
Have you &er read their writings, neighbour ? 
%% . 
Not I; nor is it worth my labour; 
They are not, Richard, worth a puff, 1080 
Poor legal inconſiſtent ſtuff! ' I won- 


His ſentiments for ever jar, 
His doctrines with each other are 
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I wonder much that you ſhould lay 
Such ſtreſs on what theſe people ſay; 


"Tis owing, I perceive, to them, 8 
You're not in this erroneous ſcheme; 1085 
There is a pamphlet neatly done, 8 


ntitled Weſſey againſt hn. 

Or John 'gainſt Weſley, one o'th' two, 
But, Richard, either way will do; 
This curious book at large recites, 1090 


What inconſiſtent ſtuff he writes, 
And ſhews you, Richard, clear and fair, 


What bungling work his doctrines are! 


Tho' here and there, friend, I believe, 

He does a Goſpel-truth receive; 1095 
Yet are they jumbled, mixt and join'd, 

With errors of ſo groſs a kind, 


I know not if they'll be forgiv'n, 
I wonder how he'll get to heaven; | 
Who undertakes to fix his creed, (5) 1100 


Will find a tedious taſk indeed; 
He's been for fifty years almoſt, 
From ſyſtem unto ſyſtem toſt; 


Vet all this while this wav'ring man, 


Could ne'er fix one conſiſtent plan; 110g 


For ever at inteſtine war ; 
Sure contradiction ne'er did ſee, 


So true a friend and devotee ; 1110 


Many there are who will gainſay, 


What other men for truth diſplay ; 


ö (5) See the Eleven Letters commonly aſcribed to Mr. Hervey, 


and Mr, Toplady's Letter to Mr, Weſley, with other late 
Publications, where the abuſive Names and ſcurrilous Lan- 
guage which James makes Uſe of on this Occaſion, may be 


found, either directly or indirectly, in a poſitive or compara- 


tive Senſe, applied to Mr, Weſley ; beſides a great Variety of 
Billingſgate Language liberally beſtowed upon him from 
Time to Time, by a great Number of Calviniſtic Writers 
upon other Occaſions, Fe 5 
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But to this man all one it ſeems, 


Whether his own, or others ſchemes, 
Of being erroneous he convict, 

50 that he may but contradict! 

He dictates to his purblind troop, 


With all th' authority of Pope; 


He's labour'd many years together, | 
To ſhew himſelf as the bell-wether, 


Among his weak bewilder'd throng, 


And leads deluded thouſands wrong : 
I've known him, Dick, of late behave 
No better than a common knave; 
Yes truly I have known him be 
Guilty of downright forgery ; 

Yea and fuch forg'ry, Richard, as 

In almoſt any other caſe _ 

At leaſt would baniſh him the 7” 
By cafting him for tranſportation, 

If heavier doom he did not find 

And ſwing at Tyburn in the wind; 


And for his parts as a divine, 


They do but very faintly ſhine ; _ 
So far from any thing uncommon, 


He's ſunk beneath an oyſter-woman ; 


Like porters once when hard beſtead 
He toſt a ſhilling for his creed; 
He's a poor mean religious quack ; 
I'd as ſoon ſtrive with ack 
For th' wall, in all his ſooty trim, 
As canvaſs arguments with him; 
And be what might his former ſtate, 
He's turn'd apoſtate, Dick, of late; 
And I have heard it ſaid that he 


Has broach'd a dreadful hereſy ; 
A lying ſophiſter a man 
Whoſe tott'ring weak religious plan 
And principles, too rotten are 
Ev'n popiſh ſchemes of faith to bear, 
In ſhort, *tis evident that he 


A common peſt, my friend, muſt be 


And nuiſance to ſociety, 
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As for that Sellon, Richard, Who 
You ſpoke of, he's but ſo and fo ; g 1155 


His character is none too good; 


The Methodiſts themſelves, Dick, wou'd 
Allow thus much, in former days; : 


I've heard much faid in his diſpraiſe j . 
His temper, far as I could learn, 1160 


Is ſour, unſociable and ſtern; 


And, Dick, if fame has not bely'd him, 
The very maids could not abide him; 


He never yet profeſs'd to be 


Poſſeſt of goſpel-liberty; „ 1165 
Nor in his heart has e' er abode 1 75 
One ſpark, Dick, of the love of God; 
And for his weak abuſive writing, 

It is not really worth reciting; 


The works he has produc'd, are al! 1170 
Dreadfully diabolical; 


Againſt the truth he draws his fond, 
A vile perverter of God's word; 

His writings, Dick, deſerve the fire, 5 
Or treading | in the dirt and mire, 11756 


R 10 H AN 1 
Have you e' er known the man (ſays Dick,) 


5 Or read the works of which you ſpeak ? 


TAMES. 


The man I know not, nor have read 


Much of his works, but hear it ſaid 


That things are thus ; by this I 80; 1180 
RICHARD. 


So all great liars do, you know 
(Says Dick,) and riſing from his place, 


With kindling anger in his face, 
Th' abuſe and ſlander, James, had vented _ 
He thus with gen'rous warmth reſented. 1185 
O ſhocking, James! of all the crew TEE 


Of ſland'ring folks I ever knew, 
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Of all th' abuſe I &er heard mutter'd, 


Sure none ſurpaſs'd what you have utter'd ! 
Knave, porter, oyſter-woman, quack, 1190 
Apoſtate, idiot, chimney-jack, 9 
A lying ſophiſter | a-pope, 

Bellwether of a purblind troop 

A peſt and nuifance to the nation, 
Forgery, tyburn, tranſportation ; 7 > T2q6 
With many other terms as vile 

Appear to be your fav'rite ſtile ! 


Sellon's ill-natur'd ſtern and proud, 


Perverter of the word of God; 


His works abuſive, weak, and all 1200 
Vile, dreadful, diabolical ; : 


Deſerving to be burnt, and he 

Devoid of goſpel- liberty! 

What circumſtance, James, can excuſe 
This ſland'rous torrent of abuſe? 1205 
Or claim you an excluſive right, 

To rail at others, ſnatch and bite; 


And to pull both, (to fave your theſis) 


Their creed and character to pieces? 


If ſuch abuſe and calling names, tr 


Do not prove evil-ſpeaking, James, 
In that approaching awful day, 
When you muſt count for what you fa 


When th' trumpet ſounds and th' dead mall Laken, 
1 ſhall be very much miſtaken : "= "BATS. 


But tho' you make ſo great a mock 
Of Weſley, and his purblind flock, 
Be fool or knave or what he ma 


He's done much good i th land, | fay, 1220 = 


*Specially 'mongſt the lower claſs, 
Where numbers now are well to 'paſs, | 
Who, 'tis well known, were us'd before 


To drink and rant, and ſwear, and whore; 
But now are ſober, chaſte, and who | 122 73 


Now ſpeak a purer language too; 


And are, as any man may ſee, 3 
More uſeful to ſociety z _ hBeetter 


(e) Mat, xii, 36, 
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Better as father, huſband, wife, 
And each relation, James, in life ; 1230 
So tho? you ſhould not comprehend 5 
Eternal conſequences, friend, 

As this appears to be the caſe, 

Tis undeniable now, as | 
He has the peoples morals mended, 1235 
He has the common- wealth befriended; 

And ſo deſerves from all, I deem 

At leaſt ſome meaſure of eſteem ; — 
Now, as I think, theſe were not made = 
To quit their ſins by Satan's aid, 1240 | 
T therefore muſt conclude his labour 

Is own'd and bleſs'd by heav'nly favour ; 
If ſo you then ſhould careful be, 

How you obſtruct his miniſtry, 

Leſt in the end, my friend, you ſhou'd 1245 
Be found to be oppoſing God. 5 
l've oft obſerv'd, my friend, beſide 

When Weſley's folks are multiply'd, 

It never fails to add the more 

To thoſe that follow Calvin's lore; 1250 
For many of thoſe men, who late 

Were rous'd out of their carnal ſtate 

By Weſley's means, or that of thoſe 

Who labour with him in the cauſe; | 
Thinking they've got a clearer ſight, 1255 
And getting into greater Jight ; 5 N 
Ev'n into broad Calvinian day, 

TIhey ſee much better (as they ſay,) 

sy ſcanning things in Calvin's view, 

And come by hundreds o'er to you, 1260 
Heſides in their peregrination, _ 12 85 
55 (LIP often made the obſervation,) 
They viſit many wicked places, 
Where Calviniſts ne'er ſhew'd their faces; 
No place or people to invite. 1265 
And hear their preaching with delight; 

No ſect or party to be giving,  _ 
Fair proffers of a handſome living; 
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No, not ſo much, as ev'n that poor 


Encouragement, an open door: 
Thus have they very often gone, 


Expos'd to all the rage and fpite 
Of furious mobs, thoſe ſons of night, 


Where moſt poor ſinners they might meet, 127 5 


In field, or market-place, or ſtreet, 


And preach'd the word ; while cuffs and kicks, 


Abuſive language, ſtones and bricks, 
Blows, threatnings, ftreet-dirt, channel- dregs, 
Potatoes, turnips, rotten eggs 9 1280 


With oaths and curſes all around, 
Has been the welcome they have found. 


Yet often has their gracious Lord, 
Been pleas'd to own and bleſs their word, ie 
And in ſuch places ſet before 128 5 


Their faces, James, an open door, 


And many of the moſt ſtouthearted, 
Have very often been converted, 

Now moſtly, James, in ev'ry place, 
Where this has been the happy caſe ; 1290 
No ſooner have their meetings been = 
Join'd by a ſet of ſerious men; 
And preachers might i'th ſtreet be ſeen, N 
Yet keep their wigs and doublets clean; 
Might preach, without a mob or riot, 1295 
And things were tolerably quiet; 3162 
I fay, when things thus far have gone, 


Your party, James, comes pouring on, 
To pull and tear with all their might; 


With their fine tales of greater light ; = 2 I T7306 
With their hearts brim-full of hot-zeal, Fl 
And their mouths of goſpel | 1 x 


_ Goſpel-miniſters ! and then, 


Goſpel-doctrines! goſpel- men! 


As tho' they ſhar'd among their band, 1305 


All the goſpel in the land; 

Vet is this famous goſpel-ſtile, TO 
Wherewith they.ſimple ſouls beguile, 
But Calvin's goſpel all the while! 
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Howe'er they very often raiſe 1310 
A Church, from Weſley's runaways. | 


Now, James, as it appears ſo plain, 
That their increaſe, ſtill proves your gain ; 


_ Ev'n pure ſelf-int'reſt ſhould: engage 


Your ſect, methinks to drop their rage, 1315 
And civil be, they and their teachers, 


To poor John Weſley and his preachers, 


VVV 
John Weſley's preachers, Dick ! alack ! 


His preachers are a wretched pack 


Do but examine them, you'll find, 1320 
They're moſtly ignorant and blind, | 


 Uliterate, weak, unknowing men, 


And rank enthuſiaſts, who when 


They're weary of their ſev'ral trades, 


As coblers, Dick, and ſuch like blades,) 1225 


Renounce the world, its toil and ſtrife, 


To lead an idle ſaunt'ring life; 


And tho? ſcarce ſharing common ſenſe, 

Religious holders-forth commence, SE 
And pour in phraſe uncouth and rough, 1330 
A flood of incoherent ſtuff, : 
Indeed 'tis true among this kind, 


You ſome of better parts may fing; 
But moſt of theſe, Dick, when the Lord 


Gives them right knowledge of his word, 1335 
The genuine goſpel-doctrine ſhews, = 


And favours them with clearer views; 
Renounce John Weſley and his teachers, 


And join th' enlighten'd goſpel-preachers ; 
| Where each of them, my friend, ſoon ſhines, 1340 
Among the beſt of our divines, RED 


And then with zeal oppoſe the more, 


Thoſe errors which they taught before. 


You ſee, Dick, men of preateſt ſenſe, 
Calvinians ſoon or late commence; 1345 
A circumſtance of no ſmall weight, : 
To prove their ſcheme of doctrines right, Ws 

: P 
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Eſpouſe them, then (I think it true,) 


TP heir former {cheme, was greater light, 


But, ſome demur may well be made, 
I think, my friend, to what you faid, 


Dome heed to get a better living 
And looking out for needful pelf, 


Their int'reſt, eaſe, and honour join'd. 1375 


No mighty clearing of the ſight; 


As theſe muſt needs more knowing be, 
Than thoſe of leſs capacity. 


RICHARD. 


More knowing be! ( fays Richard,) hold; 1356 
One tale is good, while t'other's told; 5 

If doctrines muſt acceptance claim, 

*Cauſe men of ſenſe, and men of name 


They might produce as good as you; 1355 
For if ſorie men of ſenſe deſert them, i 
Vet other men of ſenſe aſſert them; 

But this remark is of no weight, 

For, at this rate, all would be right ; . 
Since men of ſenſe, in ev'ry kind I 1980 : 
Of ſect or party you may find. 

But James, it ſeems, you take for granted, 

The reaſon why theſe men recanted 


And underſtanding doctrines right. . 1365 N 


And other motives be aſſign'd., 
For this their ſudden change of mind. 
Perhaps they thought they ould be giving 1370 


Genteelly to provide for ſelf; _ 
And ſeize that ſcheme where they might find 


Now Jemmy, I'll appeal to you, 
If you don't think what follows true; 
There needs no great degree of light, 


To ſee, my friend, as clear as day ; ; 1380 
A certain, ſettled, "handſome pay — 
And comfortable home beſide, 
With ev'ry needful thing ſupply'd; 

Is far preferable to thoſe 

Who Set but barely meat and cloaths, | 
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And knew you all, you often wou'd | 
Diſcover, theſe were none too good. 

Blind with a witneſs muſt he be, 

Who cannot very clearly ſee, 
Two, three, or fourſcore pounds a ear, 1390 
Perhaps, ſometimes, one hundred clear; 
A good ſnug houſe wherein t' abide, , f 
Enough to eat and drink beſide; I; 
No great occaſion much. to ſtir, . 
And honour'd with Vour Rev'rence, Sir; 1395 | 
Ou Sundays preach, and if he pleaſe =_ 

Sao far to interrupt his eaſe, . 
A ſermon now and then beſide, FI 

For which he's with a treat ſupply'd; 1 

Sometimes a coach to take the air; 1400 | 3 

A genteel dreſs, an eaſy chair, ; [ 

Wherein to fit and break a joke, N 
And laugh at Weſley's foolith folk, | f 

Who trudge about, and ſometimes lack = 
A decent covering for their back. e 15 

All this is much, much better than 

To be a rambling Weſley- man, 

And often be content to ſhare _ 

A thread-bare coat and ſimple fare ; 

To lodge, (inſtead on bed of down, ) 1410 
With ſome poor ſimple cottage- clown 

To toſs about now here, now there, 

And run they know not when, nor where, 

In danger be from mobbing: ſtrife, 5 
Ot loſing either limb or life; 1415 

Once and again preach ev'ry day, 25 | 

And talk their very lungs away; —— M 

) d 
— Hold, Dick ! how faſt you run an end; Tz 
Bo | Tl tell you what I think, my friend, | | # 

—̃ 125 James,) I think they'd all be glad 1420 = 
If opportunity they had, EY 1 
he fooſteps of their friends to trace, 

_ And each to get a better Place; ; 
83 And 
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And only ſwim in Weſley's water, __ 
Becauſe they cannot mend the matter. 1425 


RICHARD. 


You give them, like ſome other folk, 

A peck, I think, out of your ſftroak; _ 
(Says Richard J. but, my friend, I muſt 

Tell you, your thinking is unjuſt ; 

For *mongſt thoſe who are plac'd by you, 1430 
In ſuch a mean and ſelfiſh view; e 
I know myſelf ſome worthy names, 

Above ſuch dirty motives, James ; = 

But granting your objection true, Na Bo 
It comes with a bad grace from you; 143 5 E 

As many by your party ſent, es 

Are in the ſame predicament ; 

See Tommy, Timmy, George, and Jemmy, 
Juſt ſtep'd out of the academy; 

Are glad at firſt a place to take, 1440 1 

Some thirty pounds a year may make; 

And their dear flock, O ! they'd not leave em, 
For e'er ſo much, if you'll believe 'emz 
But if a greater living falls, 1 

Why then, 'tis providence that calls; 1445 

They heed not money, no, not they; ; | 
*Tis providence points out their way; 

(But, truly, James, they always find, 

This Providence i is very kind | TD. 
It neer diſturbs itſelf by giving 1450 
Its favourites a poorer living; 1 

No, no; it ſhews more love and grace, 

And always finds a better place.) n= 
They won't their preſent flock abuſe, EE = 
But they can be of greater uſe; 1455 1 
As how, pray? why, the number there > 
Of precious fouls, is more than here; 

Beſides their courage prompts to face, 

Some reigning error of the place; Wn 
To combat ſchiſm, in zealous fight, 1460 
And ſet the neighb'ring blockheads right; 

Or failing here, at leaſt t' expoſe 5 
Th'e erroneous doctrines of their foes ; 3 Their 


Ps; 
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N Or failing here, at leaſt t' expoſe, 

15 Th' erroneous doctrines of their foes; 

. Their wrong opinions kick and cuff, 

* And give them genuine goſpel-ſtuff, 1465 

= Thus having ſteer'd their paſſage wide, 

5 O'th' rocks of avarice and pride; 

. (Unchriſtian vices, 'tis well known, 

E: And which no parſon cares to own) f 
And giv'n ſtaunch arguments to prove, 1470 


Their pious motives of remove; _ 
- With tears they preach their farewell; then 


OA os : 
JJC . 

T ies 24252 he . 2 2 HEE. WIT ro 

N . e 


Leave the poor place to needier men, 

EL FA M ES. 

1 Fie, fie! (ſays Jemmy) neighbour Dick, 
How keen and ſpitefully you ſpeak ! 1775 


Sometimes 'tis abſolutely needful, _ 

Our youthful parſons ſhould be heedful, 

To change a worſe for better place 

As when their families encreaſe; 

What would for one genteelly do, 1480 
Will not keep wife and children too; | 
So that in ſuch a caſe as this, 

J think the lads don't act amiſs; 

Tho' they ſhould earneſtly be ſtriving, | 
To get into a better living; | 1485 
*Tis prejudice, Dick, blinds your fight, 
And ſhews you things in the worſt light, 
Reſpecting Calviniſts, for here 
You're moſt ill- natur'dly ſevere. 


VVV 
Not more fo than my reprimander ; 1496 
Why, ſauce for gooſe, is ſauce for gander, 
Our homely proverb ſays, and truly, 
Who but muſt think, if they think duly, 
Lou well deſerve, as things appear, 
The application of it here : 1 
For but juſt now (you know 'tis true,) 
All Weſley's Preachers ſtood by you, 
Charg'd with the fame mean venal view; J} 
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| Yet ſoon as I remark the ſame OO 
Mean conduct in your Prieſts, and blame 1500 
1 Their high ambitious aims, why then 
Pm ſpiteful, prejudic'd, and keen. 
But ſurely, James, you've little cauſe, 
(Would you conſider your own flaws, | 
And what you think and ſpeak amiſs) 1508 | 
T' upbraid your friend with prejudice:  *|* 
For you can ſoon for your own kind, 
| A mitigating falvo fmnd;  _ 
E- And with a ſpecious col'ring, James, — 
| Can varniſh o'er their ſelfiſh aims; 1510 
Not once it ſeems reflecting that, „ 
The ſame excuſe will ſuit as pat, : 
The caſe of poor John Weſley's teachers, 
As that of their own goſpel-preachers; 
For if the pleas their parſons uſe, * 


Will juſtify their ſelfiſh views, 

The ſame will Weſley's men excuſe: 

But, James, th' old proverb verifies, 
Love's blind, and malice has four eyes. 


Says James, I'Il tell you, neighbour Dick, 1520 
If I my thoughts muſt plainly ſpeak; _ 
So warmly you theſe folks defend, 

I think you're very much their friend; 

Or rather, it appears to me, „ 
You're one of their ſocieeyy "T0456 *- 

 Altho' from what at firſt you ſaid, 
One would have thought you had not made, 
A choice of any ſyſtem, Dick, 

For ſo I'm ſure you ſeem'd to ſpeak) 

ut was of quite uncertain mind, 1530 
And had your principles to find; Po 
f Whereas you ſeem in your opinion, 


+ Dy * 


To be a genuine Arminian. 
| RICHARD. 
1 Vou miſs it not, ſays Richard, quite, 
Tou're partly wrong, and partly right; 


1535 
I own 
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I own ingenuouſly to you, 
I think their doctrines nearly true ; 
I am not, Jemmy, of their ſect, 


But I the people much reſpect ; „„ 
Wiſh well to what they chiefly teach, 1540 
And often go to hear them preach ; 
Vet bigot am I not ſo hearty, 
To people, principle, or party, 
But that if any one can ſhew, : 
My tenets are not juſt and true, 1545 
I will renounce them gladly then, 8 


And learn to think with wiſer men. 


3j > og 
So far, fo well, (ſays James,) but friend, 


Their preachments why do you attend? 
I wonder folks ſo much ſhou'd throng em; 1550 
| They've no church-order, Dick, among em; 

So that if this confuſed breed, Os 


Of either ord'nance (2) ſtand in need, 
One muſt run here, another there, 


And on this faſhion, all their lives, 
Muſt blunder on, at fours and fives; 


To church, or meeting, none knows where; 1555 


They've no church-officers of worth, 
As Elders, Deacons, and ſo forth; ad 
Their very Preachers are ſuch poor 1560 


Weak men, as hardly ever bore 


The name, or e' er were ſeen before; 


An unordain'd, mechanic clan, 


They're neither ſent by God nor man; 
Sure ſuch a hotch-potch jumbled throng, J 1565 


You find not all the ſets among, 

That to the chriſtian name belong. 
5 RICHARD. 1 

Says Dick, whoe'er theſe folks may ſhew, } 

In a too-favourable view, „ 


We need not fear twill e'er be you.  J1570 : 


() Viz, Baptiſm ＋ the Lord's Supper. 
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Tho? by your words I'm not put under 
The very leaſt ſurprize or wonder; 


For I am by my bible told, 


IT was juſt the caſe in time of old, os 
With Matthew, Simon, Peter, Paul, „ 
And other chriſtian men, who all 8 
Were always held in great diſgrace, 


By the proud phariſaic race. 


However, James, I do in part 


Agree with you with all my heart; 1580 


As to the laſt remarks you made, 


And what you of church-order faid ; 
Were they a fall diſſent to make, 


And could among themſelves partake 1 
Thoſe ordinances of the word 1585 
Baptiſm and ſupper of the Lord; 5 
It would be more convenient far 

J own, than being as they are; 


And I believe for theſe ſame flaws, TD 
Some thouſands have forſook their cauſe; 1590 


And therefore as their friend I cou'd 

With all my heart, James, with they you'd 
In this reſpect reform their | 

As foon as poſſibly they can, 


Not that I take the caſe to be 1595 


Of abſolute neceſſity; 


For here I think their ſituation 


Fs not of ſuch conſideration, 
As to endanger their falvation 


But only needful as it imports : 15600 


Greater conveniences and comforts. 
What you fay of them as a clan, 
That's neither ſent by God nor man; 


SO 


 Shews you right willing to degrade; 
But *tis not prov'd, but only faid; _ 1605 


And only ſerves I think, to prove 

Your want of candour and of love. - Io 
| God ſaid, you know, to thoſe that went 
Of old to preach but were not ſent ; ; (v0 


(v) See I, XX111, 32. 
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Their unrequir'd officious call. 15610 

Should do the ſouls no good at all, 

Jo whom they propheſy'd, and fo 

They from this hav froth might know 

And ſee at once as clear as light, NE 
That their commiſſion was not right. 1615 
On th' other hand Jehovah ſays, (w) 


Who turn the wicked from his ways, 


And cauſe the ſinner to repent, 
Are ſurely by his ſpirit ſent. . 
Now this I think with juſtice, I 1620 


To Weſley's preachers may apply; 


For by their word (which you deſpiſe,) 
If we may credit our own eyes; 


Thouſands have been to God converted; 


; Thheir evil ways have clean deſerted; 1625; 
Been won from fallen nature's night, 
And brought from darkneſs into light ; 


A weighty circumſtance to prove, 


Their miſſion, James, is from above. 


„ 
Well, well, (ſays Jemmy, ) neighbour 
Tho one ſhould prove them e' er ſo weak, 
Far as you can, I find you will, 
At any rate defend them ſtill. 
But I've another great objection; 


What think you, friend, of their perfection? 16 35 
$ For which they fo renowned are; NW 


"Tis perfect nonſenſe I declare 


A monſtrous doctrine I maintain, 


As e' er was forg d by muddled brain; 


And thoſe who dream themſelves perfected, 1640 


Are ſuch a ſet of weak, vain, wretched, 
Fooliſh, enthuſiaſtic men, 
As hardly &er before were ſeen ; 

They never knew themſelves aright, 


Or ſaw their hearts in a true light; 1645 


(su) See Jer, xxili, 22. 
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In fuch a mean unworthy view? 
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In ſhort, they re nothing elſe beſide, 


A haſh of ignorance and pride. 


RICHARD. 


Huſh ! huſh ! (ſays Dick,) you're angry, man; 
Compoſe your mind, James, if you can, 


For ſhould they here haveerr'd and dreamt, TY 50 


They claim your pity, not contempt. 


But I my neighbour James can tell, 


It would become him wond'rous well, 

If ſpeaking of theſe matters, he. : 
Would ſpeak with greater modeſtly; 1655 
For, nonſenſe, monſtrous, muddy- brains 


Weak, wretched men, and ſuch like —— 


With other pretty names you call, 
In argument mean nought at all. „„ 
And truly, Pm ſurpriz'd to ſe, 1660 


My friend ſhould ſo dogmatic be, 


For *gainft theſe ſame perfection-men, 
You are as poſitive and keen 


As if, my friend, the very word, 


Was unſcriptural and abſurd; 158663 
Whereas, in ſcripture may be ſen ” 


Accounts of ſev'ral perfect men; (x) 


Ev'n Jeſus ſpeaks to this effect, 


And ſays himſelf, Be ye perfect; (3) 


And Paul in many parts you know, 7 1670 


Exhorts unto perfection too; (z) 
John likewiſe mentions ſome who prove, 
Poſſeſſors of a perfect love; (a) 


And God has promis'd from all ſin (5) 
To make his faithful children clean: 1675 
How comes it then, my friend, that you, 5 
This matter dares attempt to new 


For is not that foul monſter ſin, oo 
That vile abominable wmung, -----: 1680 


(x) Gen. vi. 9. Job i. 1. 8. and ii. 3. (50 Matt. v. 48. 
(z) Heb, vi. 1. Phil. iii. 12, 14. dc. (a) x John iv. 17. 
18. 60k Ezek. XXXVi. 25. 26. 29. e 

Gainſt 
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Gainſt which God's anger ne'er abateth, 
And which he tells us his ſoul hateth ? (e) 


EF | Torid us of this fatal ill? 
-"- Or why do you ſo much reflect on 
= That frequent ſeripture- phraſe Perfection 9 


JAMES. 


1 don- t diſlike it, (Jemmy ſays,) 
As *'tis, my friend, a ſcripture-phraſe 1690 
But only as thoſe folks and ou, 
Place it in an erroneous view. 
Bible- perfection, as I take it, 
And as I think the ſeriptures make it; 


Sincerity; for no man is 
Able while he remaineth in 
The body, to live free from ſin. 
It is not poſſible to do 


Neither by nature's ſtrength ('tis clear,) 
Nor any grace received here; (d) 

No, the beſt deeds of the beſt men 

2 Are vile, polluted, and unclean; 
Nor can the greateſt ſaint, you ſee, 1705 
Keep God's commandments perfectly; 
But daily, (ſpite of all his heed,) 
Doth break them, in thought, word, and deed. 


RICHARD. 
Then what becomes of ſin, my friend? 
_ If we mult keep it to the end; 1710 
Or what becomes of them who have it? 5 
PFor ſurely heav'n will ne'er receive it; 
> Wemuſta ſeparation prove 
From fin, or ne'er can dwell above; 


(e) Jer. liv, 4. (4) See the nn $ larger Catchiſm. 
| The 


. 


5 Nou do you think, my friend, that God 
73 Wants power to make his promife good? 
5 Or do you think he wants the will 1685. 


Is neither more nor leſs than this, 169 5 


The Lord's commandments here below; 1703 
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The Holy-Ghoſt ſays, Nought unclean 1715 


That holy place can enter in, (e) 


And the ſame ſpirit tells us too, 
As the tree falls, it lieth ſo, () 


And muſt for ever, for we have Wo 
No work or knowledge in the grave. (g) 1720 


Then, what, my friend, becomes of fin ? 
Or when, or where, are we made clean ? 
Do you believe the Romiſh ſtory 
Of a refining purgatory ? 


Or think you we may enter in 1725 


To heav'n, with ſome degree of ſin? 
JAMES. 


No, Dick, a Calvinift allows, 
As taking down the leprous houſe, 


Was a ſufficient means to be, 1 
To cleanſe it of its leproſy, (Y) 1730 


With fin tis juſt the very ſame, 

In taking down this mortal frame, 
And when we die, we then ſhall be 
Cleanſed from our iniquity. | 


RICHARD. 
Is this the cafe that we are in 1735 


| (Says Dick,) and muſt the monſter ſin 


vn to the laſt within us lurk, 


And death perform the mighty work ? 


os JAMES. 
No, death perform the work, Dick, no; 


You did not hear me, friend, fayſo; 1740 


The work belongs to God alone; 
But then he does it, Dick, for none, 


Until that awful hour when death 
Deprives them of their lateſt breath. 


| Ge) Rev, xxl. 3. (J) Hagel, xi, 3. (g) eclef ix, 16. (6) 


„ Av. J. 
RICHARD. 
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RICHARD. 
Your propoſition wants a leg, _ 1745 
Says Dick,) you here the queſtion beg; 
Y ou take for granted, they deny _ 
That none are cleanſed till they die; 


Where can you from the ſcripture ſhew 


What you've aſſerted to be true? 1750 
For I ſee nought whereon to fix it, 
As yet, but your own zp/e dixit. 

Says James, how fooliſhly you ſpeak ?. 


_ Conſtant experience proves it, Dick; 


Where, neighbour, did you ever ſee 1755 
A faint from iniquity free! 
KICHARD. 
Nay, nay, I tell you (Dick exclaims, ) 


This is to beg the queſtion, James; 
For as I ſaid before we're told 


Of ſeveral perfect men of old; 1760 
And 'mongſt theſe Methodiſts you know, 
There are profeſs perfection too; 


And tho? you ſay perfection be 


No more than true ſincerity, | 
You've proved nought, but what you wanted 1765 
You ſtill have boldly ta'en for granted ; 
And ſome things faid, which I can name, 
Wherein I think you're much to blame, 

By nature firſt you ſaid, you know, 
We ne'er the will of God could do; +1770 
This for a truth, James, I allow. 1 


gut then you ſaid in the next place, 


We ne'er could do it, ev'n by grace ! 
{A wicked ſaying this of thine 
Againſt the pow'r of grace divine!) 1775 
And the beſt deeds, of the beſt men . 
You ſaid were filthy and unclean: 
Now, tho? I grant that no one can, 
Confider'd as a nat'ral man, 


— 


- A MoDERN FAMILIAR 


Do one religious action right; 1780 
Vet ſurely by God's grace he ich | 


Is that believing, which God faith | 


Is precious, (i) a polluted faith ? 
Are all thoſe works defil'd with fin, 


Which God's own ſpirit works within! ( 5 178 5 


And if ſuch works were filthy, wou'd 

The Lord himſelf pronounce them good ? 60 
Sure James, on ſecond thoughts, you'll not 
Brand real good works with ſuch a blot. - 
This ſubje& of good works has been 1790 


Set in the faireſt light Pve ſeen 
By Fletcher, in the books he names 
Checks againſt Antinomians, James. (1) 


JAMES. 


Fletcher ! aye Fletcher, Dick ! his ſcheme— = 


RICHARD. 


F letcher! ! why prithee what of him, 1795 


_ Dick, do you know aught, my lad 
Ot him, that“ s fooliſh, weak, or bad? 


JAMES. 


Weak ! : aye, I know enough that's weak, 
(Says James) I can aſſure you, Dick; 


Bad! aye, he's brought as many new 1806 


Erroneous doctrines out to view, 

As Weſley, Dick, with all his whim 
Would ne'er have thought of but for him ; : 
He's but a limb of the old clan, 


He's an apoſtate wicked man. Ot | 1805 ; 


RICHARD. 


Confound your pride and your il-nature, 
You ſlandering back-biting creature; 


(0 2 Peter i. 1. () Ifaiah xxvi. 12, (k) Mark xiv. 6, and i 
many other places, (/) See the 4th Check to Antinomianiſm, 
Letter the 8th. (n) This the Author himſelf heard a Cat 


vant Miniſter declare, 


(Says 
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{Says Dick, in accent ſharp and rough,) 


ick now was in a mighty huff; 
I know the man myſelf to be 1810 


| Remarkable for piety ; 


But be they who or what they will, 
If I approve, you flander till ; 
Nor can I mention one, but you 


| Abuſe and brand them black and blue; 1815 


What can detraction, James, avail ? 


You can do nought but ſcold and rail; 


Well may theſe ſervants of the Lord, 


Take the good comfort of this word; 12 
When all men vilify your names, 1820 
 (Ev'n good men not excepted, James;) 8 
And caſt them out as vile and bad; 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
For ſo we're by the ſcriptures told,  _ 
They ſtigmatiz'd the ſaints of old. (u) 1825 


Nay, hold, ſays James, object I muſt; 
Your obſervation is not juſt; 1 
We make no oppoſition to 


Theſe men, for any good they do; 


But for the monſtrous errors, Dick, 18 30 


They plead for: Richard, anſwer'd quick: 


: RICHARD. 
The very tale which once was told 


By Phariſees, to Chriſt of old! 
We ſtone thee not for working good FEE 
1 they,) but for blaſpheming God. (o) 1835 


ail, Weſley! Fletcher! Sellon ! hail! 


Still may the truths you teach prevail; 


And tho? you ſtill in Calvin's ſchools, 
May paſs for knaves, as well as fools; 
May heav'n till ſtrengthen you to bear, 1840 


The haughty look, the ſcornful ſneer; 


The proud diſdain, the noiſy peal ; 


The fierce contempt, the bitter zeal; The 


(#) Matt, v. 23. Luke vi. 22, 23, John x. 33. 
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The pious gibe, th' important huff; 
The public taunt, the private ſcoff; 1845 
Sarcaſtic joke, ſatyrie ſong; _ 
The laughing wit, the ſland'rous tongue; 
By many ſo profuſely givin 
To you, till all-impartial heavin _ 
Your patient ſuff rings ſhall regard, 1850 
And crown you with a full reward. 
Still againſt rampant error fight; 
Drag out the fiend to open light ; 
Whatever plea the monſter make, 
No reſpite grant, no pity take; 1855 
Purſue him cloſe, thro' all his maze 1 
_ Of doubling ſhifts, and winding ways; 
Nor ever be induced by _ 1 
The loud, but falſely-pious cry, : 
And clamours of miſtaken men, 18558 
To ſkreen black error in his den; | 
By any boon the monſter claims, 
From learned, or from pious names; 
Or any plea which may ariſe, 5 
From facred friendſhip's ſtronger ties. 1865 
Ne'er dread the iſſue of the fight, | 
For truth can bear the keeneſt light; 
Nor yet be frighted with the roar 
Of baleful error's adverſe power ; ” 
Tho' T-pl-dy the war commence, 1870 
(That firſt-born ſon of impudence !) 
And in the monſter's cauſe engage, 
And bully, bluſter, foam and rage ; 
Tho' high-born, ſelf-important H—-ll, _ 
With pride of calviniſtic zeal, 1875 
For want of better weapons, fight _ 
With ſcorn, contempt, reproach, and ſpite ; 
And compaſs you on ev'ry fide, _ - 
With laughter, and diſdainful pride; 
With this and that poor ſtory rail, 1880 
Of bathing tub, or comet-tail ; 
Atho' young R-wl-nd join the fight, 
(The Jad 'tis likely thinks he's right; 
Dp e With 
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With right good will, throw in his weights, 


And talk at a ſurpriſing rate; 1885 
Their weapons, (which you need not fear, 


Drop harmleſs, like old Priam's ſpear. p) 


Too long has error roam'd our ſtrand, 
And foam'd a torrent thro” the land; 
Poor ſimple ſouls deceiv'd too long, 1890 
With ſelt-election's ſyren-ſong ; 


Too long been ſkreen'd from hate and ſhame, 


Behind the goſpel's ſacred name; 
And Calvin's narrow ſyſtem been 
By pious, but miſtaken men, 1895 


As genuine goſpel- truth, too long 
Obtruded on th' unwary throng. 

Then nobly dare the adverſe bands, 
And ſtill from your experienc'd hands, 


May the keen ſhafts of truth be ſped, £900 
And ſtrike prevailing error dead. 
Nor mind th” obſtructions in your was, 


Or what detracting people fay ; 


For let your foes diſcharge their "hex 


In venom till they burſt their lungs; 190; 
6 Their utmoſt malice cannot 3 | 

«© Your head, or tooth, or finger ake ; 

«© Or ſpoil your ſhape, diſtort your face, | 

Or put one feature out of place; 
„Nor will you find your credit fink, 1910 
By what they ſay, or what they think; (9) 
Nor can ten hundred thouſand lies, 

8 Make you leſs pious, learn'd, or wiſe : 


( p) Telum imbellg fine ictu 
Conjecit; rauco quod protenus ære repulſum; 
Et ſummo clypei nequicquam umbone perpendit. | 
en Viec. 

This ſaid, his feeble hand a javelin threw, 
Which flutt'ring, ſeem'd to loiter as it flew : 

| Juſt, and but barely, to the mack it held, 

And faintly tinkl'd on the brazen ſhield, 


(2) Not univerſally by frs partially they may. 
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The moſt effectual way to baulk 
Their malice is—to let them talk.“ (r) 1915 
But this, my friend, is all diſgreſſion, 
About theſe folks and their profeſſion z 
Come, ſince theſe Methodiſts muſt all 
To their own maſter ſtand or fall; 


Of them let's drop our long debate, 1920 


And leave it him to judge their ſtate, 
Who rightly praiſes, rightly blames, 
And Jorges righteous judgment, Jones. 


JAMES. 
With all my heart, ſays James, come then 
We'll drop our talk about theſe men; 1925 


But ſee, the ſkies begin to low'r, 
And ſeem to bring a heavy ſhow'r; 
What think you; had we beſt retire, 
And fit beſide my parlour fire? 


Richard directly gave aſſent; 10930 
So up they got, away they went; 1 
To Jemmy's houſe they quickly come, 
And take poſſeſſion of the room 
He ſpoke of, and when ſeated there, 
A ſilver mug of better beer 85 7 "THIS 
Is brought by Bridget, Jemmy's maid ; 8 
Talking you know's a thirſty trade. 
Nou reader, here there will be need 


To make remark &er we proceed, 


That ſev'ral neighbours, ſtaunch and hearty, 1040 
Far as they knew, to Jemmy's party; _ 

As William, Robert, George, and Jo, 

Beſides a plain old wife or two ; : 

Who having heard, on ſome occaſion, | 1 
Of Dick and Jemmy' $ converſation ; ; 1945 
Had one by one together come, oy 
Into one corner of the room, 

W here James and Richard ſate, that they 
Might ſee the iſſue of the fray, jo 
And hear what Dick had got to ſay, I950 


0 Swift. | IS 
| Here 
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Here then we'll leave them, liſt'ning cloſe, 

And now attend again to thole _ 

Who ſpoke before, and hear what they 

May on the ſubject further fay. _ 

Well, after Here's to thee, and that 1955 

— They'd had ſome homely common chat, 
And quench'd their thirſt with Jemmy's ale, 
Dick thus reſum'd his former tale. | 


RICHARD. 5 


Come, James, as in your houſe together 
We're ſhelter'd from the ſhow'ry weather; 1990 
We'll now our former theme attend. 

I do not like your ſyſtem, friend; 
I hate your abſolute-eletion, 

As much as you diſlike perfection ; 
Not only as I cannot find 1965 
Aught in my bible of the kind; 
(According to the view of things, 
Which my beſt underſtanding brings; ) 

But too from this conſideration, 


It muſt imply like reprobation; 1970 


That dreadful weight, which hangs upon 
Your ſyſtem, like a pond'rous ſtone ! 


EE FAME Ss. 
A fig for your diſapprobation, 
And your bugbear of reprobation, 


(Says Jemmy,) you election hate! 1975 


I make no wonder, man, of that; 
Your carnal hearts will always peak _ 
And heave againſt this doctrine, Dick; 
Your legal aims that ſoar ſo high, 

And fain would have a hand i'th' pye, 
It baulks, and well may nature chide, 
It mortifies its working-pride : 

Nor can it, Richard, be deny'd 
'The doctrine of predeſtination, 
Gives the whole glory 5 ſalvation, 
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To free, diſcriminating grace; 
Puts ſinners in their proper place; 
To merit gives a mortal blow, 
And hays their free-will-glory low; 
_ Gives them their indeſert to ſee, 1990 
And makes them cry, Why me! pa me!- 
And wonder that electing grace 
Would chuſe ſuch wretches, ſo that was 
_ Your judgment! in a right direction, 1 
You ne'er would fight againſt election; 1995 
Election, Dick, is the foundation, 7 ) 
The very ground- work or ſalvatio 10!) 5 
And thoſe that————— — 
| 1 20 A 4 © SO 
— Hold, ſays Dick, I pray; 
Do you conſider What you fay 1 
Your words I deem of ſmall avail, - 2000 
The ſcriptures tell another tale; : 
If we may credit theſe, they fay ; 
Other foundation none can lay, 
Nor other ground-work can be made, 
Than that which is already laid; 2005 
And that is not slection, James, 
But Jeſus Chriſt the honour claims. 70 
And James, if your predeſtination, 

Gives the whole glory of ſalvation 

As you pretend, to God, why ſo 2010 
To balance that, it gives him too, . 
Upon your plan of reprobation, 

The whole diſhonour of damnation ! 
And while the finner ſinks, to be 

't ormentcs. to eternity, V' 
He too may cry, Why me! why me! 
A dreadful ſhocking why me, this 
Which ne'er the leſs offenſive is 

10 God's impartiality, 2 55 
His juſtice, love, veracity ; 2020 


) This the Author has heard afferted from the pulpit, See 
alſo, Eliſha Coles on God's ſovereignty, p. 39. And Mr. 
N. Hill's friendly remarks, p. 19. (i). 1 Cor, iii. xi. 


Than, 
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13 han, neighbour Jemmy, your Why me, 

T' his holineſs and equity. 

I never hear ſome well-known names, 

_ Expreſs this fooliſh ſaying, James; 

But ſtrait methinks I hear and ſee, = JOS. 

The ſelf-elected phariſee, : 

Walk to the holy temple, then 

Thank God he's not as other men; (20 

No, not as that poor publican, 

That paſs'd by, reprobated man |! © OO 
O] James, while thus you ſeek a place, . 

T admit your ſpurious free-grace ; 

You father ev'ry ſinner's death, 

Ou the moſt barbarous free-wrath! e 
Of carnal hearts, you talk beſide; 2035 
Merit, free-will, and working pride: 5 

As for thoſe common- place objections, 

J can ſupply you with directions, 

Where you may ſee them all look'd thro', 
And find them clearly anſwer'd too. 2040 
Read Fletcher's checks; mark well his theſis; 
You'll find them heart broke all to pieces. 


5 1 AME s. | 
Alas ! alas! (fays James,) how blind 
Are you, and 2 of your mind! 
You quote the ſcriptures by piece- meal, 2045 
And what you like not you conceal ; 
I-wonder much ſuch folks as you, 
Such pride and vanity can ſhew ; 
And with fuch freedom dare to ſpeak, | 
Of things beyond your knowledge, Dick. 2050 
Read, read the word of God, and pray, 
55 then, perhaps, the ſpirit may _ 
Shew you the genuine goſpel-way. 
I pity, friend, your weakneſs, much, 1 OT 
And greatly could defire that ſuch 2055 
As you, with modeſty would ſpeak, 
Of thoſe deep goſpel- doctrines, Dick. 


| («) Luke xviii. 11, &c. 


1 Election, 
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Election, (Richard,) to ſalvation; 
Is call'd in ſcripture, God's foundation; | 
And men, they tell us too in brief, 2060 
Are damn'd for ſin, and unbelief; 
So that if our objectors wou'd 
Take with them the whole word of God; 
They foon would ceaſe t' oppoſe our way . 
And own the truth of all we ſay. 2065 
This weakneſs all your ſchemes attend; 5 
You take the word by halves, my friend; 
You dabble in the ſcriptures, Dick, 
And here and there a ſentence pick | = 
You think will ferve your turn, and then 2070 
Preſume t' oppoſe much wiſer men. 


REGCHRASD. 
How, dabble, dabble ! {Dick exclaims,) 
Why, dabble in the ſcriptures, James? 
Would you look well, you'd find it true, 
Theſe people dive as deep as you 2075 
In ſcripture-knowledge, aye, and go 
Perhaps herein, beyond you too, 
Where is election to ſalvation, _ 
Call'd in the ſcripture God's foundation? „ 
The words you hint at, James, are thoſe 2080 
Of Paul to Timmy (v) I ſuppoſe; . 
Which text has juſt as much to do, 
With your election, James, I trow, 
As that of Poland's Monarch, or 
That of a German Emperor. (w) 208 5 
Election, if they mean at all, „„ 
Tis that which is conditional, 
As from the words which follow there, (x) 
Will plain to any one appear. - 
You fay too, men for unbelief, 2090 
Are ſentenc'd to eternal grief, 1 


(v) 2 Tim, ii. 19. (ab) See Mr. Sellon's anſwer to Coles's ſo- 
vereignty, p. 37. (x) Let every one that nameth the name 
of Chriſt depart from iniquity, and v. 21. Fa man there 

fore purge himſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a veſſel unto 
honour, eq 5 Wo 
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If this be ſo, (as ſure it is,) 
For both faint John and Mark fay this; (y) 
It follows, there was ſomething then 

Which theſe ſame reprobated men, 2095. 
Ought, while in life, to have receiv'd, 

And as a faving truth believ'd: 

But what truth? why the truth and grace 
Peculiar to their ſtate and caſe: | | 
For ev'ry ſoul in ev'ry place. _ J2100 
This way, or that receives a call, 

To turn from fin and live, (z) and all 
Beneath the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
_ Ought to poſſeſs this firm perſuaſion; 
That Jeſus Chriſt the ſaviour came 21e 
From heav'n, and liv'd, and ek for them. 
But is this fact? did Jeſus gi giv 
_ Himſelf for them, that they might live ? 

Tf not, they then are doom'd to die, 
For not believing of a lie. > "STO: 
But this muſt needs be falſe, for Paul 

Aſſures us, Jeſus dy'd for.all; (a) 
It ſo, he needs muſt die for them,— 


Ts JAMES. 
For all ! how dy'd for all ? (fays Jem. ) 


How comes it then, if Chriſt was givin 2115 


For all, all are not brought to heay'n ? 


RICHAR D. 


Himſelf James, ſhall the anſwer give; 
Ve will not come to me and live; (3) 
« Ev'n as the hen with kindneſs brings 


Her tender chicks beneath her wings, 2120 : 


(And mark her kind concern, and fee 
ith what a dear affection ſhe 
Collects her wand'ring progeny |) 

© So wand'ring fouls, I often wou'd | 

< Have gather'd in your ſouls to God, 2125 


() John i iii, 18. Mark xvi, 16. (z) Acts xiv, 17, Rom, i. 


19. 20, (a) John xii, 32, Rom. v. 18, Heb, ii. 9. 2 


That 


Cor. v. 14. I Tim, ii. 6, &c. (6) Jokn v. 40, 
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60 A MODERN Familiar 
„That you might life and heav'n have got, 
« And happy been; but ye would not.” of 
God operates, my friend, on none 
As if he were a ſtock or ſtone ; 8 
He treats us not as mere machines; 12138 
But ſtill adapts the ways and means jo 
Of our recovery from our ſins, 
Unto our ſtate and cafe, as creatures 
Poſſeſt of reaſonable natures. : 
He treats us as free-agents, then; 2135 
Not, James, as mere machines, but men. 
For Jeſus Chriſt was never giv'n, 
To drag ſome neck-and- heels to heay' n; 
And take the reſt of thoſe that fell, . 
And caſt them neck-and-heels to hell. 2140 
No, no, my friend, *tis plain to ſee, 
Our will is unconſtrain'd and tree; 
Gad tells us fo himſelf ; his voice 
Leaves good and ill to our own choice, 
And lovingly invites us ſtill, _ 2145 
To chuſe the good, and leave the il. (4) 


JAMES. 


Says James, you keep a mighty noiſe, 
About free-agency and choice 
TI cannot, Dick, your ſcheme endure, > 
Not I, indeed ; of this Pm ſure, 2150 
If ever grace ſave me from hell, 
It muſt be irreſiſtible ; 
_ This, neighbour, I can clearly fee, 
None elſe will e'er avail for me. 


RICHARD, 


Fou talk you know not what fays Dick) : 21 5 5 
Nor do J heed a word you ſpeak, - 
Without good proof for what you ſay ; 3 

And that you will not find to day; 

I'm apt to think, for this aſſertion, 

Of irreſiſtible converſion; 85 2160 


(e) Luke xii}, 34. 6040 Deut. xxx. JR 19. MES. | 
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. 


But, Dick (ſays James) you're ſtrangely blind, 
To think that all, means all mankind ; 
The greateſt writers of our fect, 
 Aﬀert it means all the elect; ; 
And ſometimes all of worldly-mind, 2165 
But that it ne'er means all mankind, 
in any part of revelation, 
IV mere. tis donnetted with falvation. 


RICHARD. 


Aye, aye, (ſays Dick) you need not tell, 
Their comments, James, I know them well; 2170 
I know your party “ can with eaſe (e) 

« Twiſt words and meanings as they pleaſe ;” 
Yes, yes, I know, their wiſe comment, 
*Can find out meanings never meant, 
And quite invert a word's intent. 2175 
In ſeripture, James, where 4% you'll find, 
= = Refers in gen'ral to mankind, 

It only does two meanings bear ; 

The one, means all men, ev 'ry where; (7) 
The other, that large part of men, 22180 
Involv'd in wickedneſs and fin; (g) 
But that it ever means thoſe few, 

Alone, there calld believers, you 

I think, my friend, can never ſhew. 5 
But if your wretched ſcheme require, 2185 
Poor all muſt paſs the tort'ring fire; | 

Al muſt mean ſome, or ſome mean all; 

And if your needy ſyſtem call, 

Good ſenſe and logic both muſt fall ! 
| Yet, James, you can't, with all you ſay, 2190 
7 Quite drive the genuine ſenſe away; ” 
All ſure, was ne'er defign'd t expreſs, 

Of numbers great and ſmall, the tes 3 
My logic ſure has loſt its aim,” _ 

It all and fer be juſt the ſame / 2195 


le) Gay, f f) Rom. v. 18, And many other places, (g) 
| | 1 John v. 19, &c. 


None 
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None, Jemmy, but deſigning men, 
Would ſo ridiculous be ſeen, 


To force a meaning on the word, 
So falſe, fo palpably abſurd ! 


JAMES. 


Dear Dick, you quite miſtake. the mark, 2200 


(Says James,) you're blind or very dark; 
All your objections nought beſteads you; 
Your carnal-reaſon quite miſleads you; 

I with you better underſtood, _ 


The ſov'reign truths and grace of God, 2205 


I thank you, James, ſo far as you 
(Says Richard,) have my good in view; 
But yet, by your good leave, I will _ 
Retain my carnal-reasnings ſtill, 


At leaſt till you can recommend, 2210 


Your ſpiritual-reas'nings better, friend. 

But I perceive you mount amain, 

To your important airs again 

Truly, my friend, I think indeed, e 
That nothing ſurely can exceed, e 
The vanity of moſt Calvinians, 5 

In ſpeaking of their own opinions. 

Do but obſerve th' aſſured air, 


With which their doctrines they declare; 
As if deceiv'd they could not be, © SI20 
But ſhar'd infallibili ue, | 
Among themſelves ; obſerve, beſide, 

With what contemptuous ſneering pride, 

The ſelf-important vain Calvinian, 


Pretends to pity the Arminian; _ 2225 


As one of dark beclouded mind, 

As carnal, full of pride, and blind. 

In what authoritative ſtrain 

They give their counſel, mark again; 8 
You're blind, ſay they, and none can right) 2230 

Your erring mind, or clear your ſight, | 


But he that ſits enthron'd in light 3 And 
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And therefore your beſt way will be, _ 

To read the word attentively ; Ok 
Pray earneſtly, and who can fay, 2235 
But God may make your darkneſs day. : 


Now if you turn the tables here, 


And tell them, Friends it ow t appear, 


To me, my ſyſtem is untrue 

I read the word as well as you, 2240 
I often pray, and yet am quite 
Convinc'd, you're wrong, and I am right; 

But I can with your weakneſs bear; 

My pity for you is ſincere ; 


Inſtruct benighted erring man; 

I recommend it to your care, 

To read the word with fervent pray'r; 
Who knows but then the king of Kings, 


A 


And in their own dogmatic ſtrain, 


Return their counſel back again ; 


They ſtand amaz'd ! and think you grown, 2255 
The proudeſt mortal ever known! 


What! you audacivuſly preſume, 
To caſt your cenſure upon them | 


And ſpeak in terms that muſt infer, 


The knowing Calviniſt may err! 2260 


And repreſent the num'rous throng, 
Of orthodox profeſſors wrong! 


*Tis arrogance beyond compare; 


*T'is infolence too great to bear [ 


Yet why, my friend, I think we cou'd 2205 - 


Produce as pious, wile, and good, 


| Profeſſing men among th” Arminians, 


As e'vn the beſt among Calvinians ; 


Men, eminent for parts and place, 


And ev'ry genuine chriſtian grace; _ 2270 


Men who have known the word of truth, 
Like Timothy, (5) from early youth; Who 


(Þ) 2 Tim, iii. 15. 


And as the ſpirit only can | 2.24.5 


May let you ſee the truth of things.“ 2256 
I fay if thus of em you ſpeak, „„ 
As dark, erroneous, blind and weak, 
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Who read it fill, who watch and pray, 
And cloſely walk in wiſdom's 8 
And will you, Jemmy, dare to ſay, 2275 
That God is now ſo partial grown, 
As by his ſpirit to teach none 
The truth, and fave from falſe apinions, 
But thoſe call'd orthodox Calvinians? . 
If fol pity and deride, | 2280 
Your folly, vanity, and pride. „ 
Here, reader, turn we to the folk, 
We left in the aforeſaid nook; 
For Dick's part of the converſation, 
Had put them all in agitatioetnn 220g 
Jo. ſhook his head, look'd grave, and figh'd, * 
Billy a ſacred text apply'd, ok 
And poor old Nanny almoſt cry'd, 

Jo ſee poor Dick, ſo blind, as they SE. 
Were in their wiſdom pleas'd D ſay. - 2290 
Well, being all quite full of matter, 

But thinking that too great a clatter, 

Might diſcompoſe their friends, they got 

Up from their place, that they might not 
Diſturb their neighbours with their hum, 2295 
And walk'd into another room; 5 
Where after frequent hums and haws, 

And ſome important ſee's and ſaw's, 5 

*T wixt George, Jo. Will. Bob. Mary, Nan, 
The following dialogue began. 2300 


MARY. 

O friends] I'm ſtruck with deep amaze ; 
What ſhock! ing things this Richard ſays! 
Indeed, indeed ! T ſcarce can bear, 

Such daring blaſphemy to hear! 
With what contempt, and ſcorn, and hate, 2305 

Of Goſpel-doctrines does he prate; 
It would be mighty happy, if 

The Lord would e':r be pleas'd to give 

This empty, forward, carnal youtn, 

A clearer notion of the truth, e 


8 WILLIAM. 
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WII. LI AM. ; 
Says Will, judge gently as you can ; 
(Obſerve, Will, was a candid man; 


And candid too, was honeſt Nan.) 
For tho? tis much to be deplor'd, 


He's ſuch wrong notions of the word ; e 0 


Vet, for all that, I think he may 

Not altogether mis the way; 

Many, like him, for error pleads, 
Whoſe hearts are better than their Beads. 


A N N. 
Ave. aye, (ſays Nanny, ) you ſay right ; 2320 
Dick only wants a clearer light ; 
I know myſelf ſome of th opinion, 
Our brethren call, I think, Arminian, 
Who, it is plain enough to ee, 
Are notable for piety ; On: 2325 
Nor do I doubt at all, but they 
Will be tound fate th reck'ning day. 


e 
1 know not that, becauſe they Lag 
God of his glory, (anſwer d Bob; 
Aſcribing to their own free-will, 22 
The honour of ſalvation ſtill; 
And ſlander too, in ev'ry place, 
The doctrines of free, ſov'reign grace; 
I think if ſuch from wrath be freed, 
It muſt be as by fire indeed, (p) 2335 


e 1 0 5 E. P II. 
luqdeed I like not Dick, (gays jo, 
lle talks againſt our do octrines io; 
And if he 1 may be ſav'd or no, 
While in this mind, is to my t thourht, 


Goa 
4 
& 


—.— 


A matter of no little doubt; f 2340 


I think, like Nicodemus, he 
Full of head-knowledge ſeems to be; 
(p) I Cor. iii. 15. 


(7 ; And 
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And this I fear is all, indeed 

I would not chooſe to ſtand in *s ſtead, 

For tho! he ſerious ſeem, and beh. 2345 
1 think his caſe 1 is very doubtful, 


GEORGE. 


How doubtful, Jo? (George made reply, ) 
It Dick, my friend, ſhould live and die, 
In this erroneous perſuaſion, 

He would be ſure to ſhare damnation; 2350 

_ Dick's blunders are not ſo and lo, . 
But fundamental errors, Jo, 

And as thou ſay'ſt, I think indeed, 

All his religion lies in 's head; 

He keeps a noiſe, nay ſometimes, To, 2255 
Pretends to quote the ſcripture too; 
But truly, friends, I think that he 

A wild expoſitor would be; | 

He's full of idle empty chat, 

And talks about he knows not what, = 200 


MARY. 


Aye, aye, (with a deep heavy groan, 

Says Mary, in a canting tone, 

Shaking her head with folemn air;) 

Dick talks, and talks, and makes a fair | 
Pretence, as tho' he ſomething knew, 2365 
But all, I fear, is empty ſhew. 85 


WI IL. L IAM. 


Navy, Mary, (interrupted Will ) 
| You will be judging Richard ſtill; 
We ought not to decide fo near, | 
II things that lie beyond our ſphere ; 2370 
We cannot fee the inward part, — 
For God alone, can know the heart, 
If, as I hope he is, he be 
| Poſſeſt of genuine piety; _ 
'Tho? in ſome things he think 159165 2375 
Yet God, in time, may ſhew him this; : 5 
Let's 
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Let's hope the beſt ; for aught I hear, 
Dick bears an honeſt character; 
Both for good ſenſe, ſobriety, 


For quietneſs, and piety. 2380 


i MARV. 
Tis all hypocriſy and pride, 
(Mary with zealous warmth reply'd,) 
I've known e'er now when he's been found, 
Dancing upon the devil's ground, Ed. 
At wakes, and feaſts, and fairs, among 2385 
The thickeſt of the carnal throng, 


W110 dt 

That may be too (ſays Will,) but what 

Would you, my friend, infer from that ? 

A man may riſe and fall, *tis plain, 
And riſe, and fall, and riſe again. 2.290 
Judge as ſeverely as you can, 

"Tis ſettled habit ſhews the man. 
Has Dick walk'd always thus contrary ?. 

Is it his conſtant practice, Mary? | 
Perhaps when all the truth appears, 2295 
It has been once in twice ſeven years; ; 
O Mary ! were you ſearch'd to th' quick, 

As narrowly as you ſearch Dick; = 

*T'is like you never would be known, | 
To caſt at Dick another ſtone. (9) 2400 
Now when Dick has o'ertaken been, 

If you had happen'd to have ſeen, 

Or to his cloſet laid your ear, 

*Tis like you might have heard him there, 
(Like Peter, when he'd curs'd and ſwore, ) (r) 2405 

His ſinfulneſs bewailing ſore. 
It is the likelier to be ſo, 

Ass I myfelf, for certain, now, 

His gen'ral walk has blameleſs been; 


For I have Richard's conduct ſeen, 2410 


8 5 20 John viii. 7. 9. (7) Matt. xxvi. 74. 


G2 And. 
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And been acquainted with him too, 
Much more than any one of you. 


GEORG E. 


Pſhaxy Will, (fays George,) all that ; 

: may be, 
What does it ſignify to ſee 

Some ſcraps of poor morality? 

Richard, you ſee, maintaineth, Will, 

His dang'rous, damning errors {till ; 

And truly I can never find, 

While he remains ſo dark and blind, 55 i 
That &er his moral conduct can, 2470 

Ariſe from a good bottom, man, 8 

His conduct elſe I own is free 

From groſſer immorality; dn 

He's of a ſtudious turn 1 know, = { 

Reads much; talks well; and lo, and ſo; $2425 

I've heard him pretty ſubtly too, 55 

Defend the ſentiments he ſtood for; 

And this I think is all he's good for. 

However I will not aſſert — 

But that God may the man convert; 90440 - 
And give this muddy-headed youth, | 

Before he dies to fee the truth ; 

But in theſe errors if he fell, 

FRE would be ſure to go to hell, 


OD. N. 
So, ſo! fo, ſo! (cries honeſt Nan, 2435 
Who was much mov'd to hear the man ;) 
O George | you're ſadly too ſevere; 
It ſhocks me dreadfully, to hear 
| You doom the man to hell, for ſhame, _ 
I'm ſure, my friend, you're much to blame. 2440 
always thought the number few, 
That in a comparative view, 
Would finally be ſav'd by grace; 
For ſo the bible plainly ſays; (/) 
(/) Matt, vii. 14. 


Ga 


But 
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But if all thoſe who to the end, "2445 
Think not exact as we do, friend, 

Muſt be at laſt by heav'n rejected, 

*Twill be much leſs than I expect d. 

But to this thought I can't give place ; 

This cannot, ſurely, be the caſe; _ 2450 
Lou ſhould not, George, fo raſhly ſtrike ; 
Me cannot all think juſt alike ; 

We ſhould not thus judge one another ; 

You're too uncharitable, brother; | 
Tho' Dick think wrong in ſome ting, what, 2455 
He _ be ſav'd at laſt for that. 


GEORGE. 


| Nanny, you do not underſtand 

(Says George,) the point we have in hand; 
Nor in this caſe what's right and fit; 

Your charity outruns your wit; 2400 
Dick quite ſubverts upon his plan, | 
The leading goſpel-doctrines, Nan; 

And in this caſe, how he can be 

In a ſafe ſtate I cannot ſce. 


A N N. 


You cannot ſee | that may be too, 2465 


We all are fallible you know ; 

?* Tis poſſible that we may be 

In ſome things wrong as well as he; 
But le. all this be as it may, 


I muſt, George, ſtill both think and lay, 2470 


While Richard's lite productive 1s 

O' ti genuine fruits of righteouſneſs, 5 
If death this hour his lot ſhould be, 
(Tho? ſome things he can't rightly be 

He would be ſav'd eternally. _ 2475 
An! George, if you imagine yet, 

My charity outruns my wit, 

It 3 I think, as plain to me, 

Your wit outruns your charity, 
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And fadly too, an fps damnation, „„ 


You ſend a man for 


is perſuaſion, 


WILLIAM. 


"A aye, (ſays Will,) Tm much inclin'd 
To be of our friend Nanny's mind ; 
I think, George, you and Mary are 5 
Too rigid and” cenſorious far; 2485 
Dick's little ſlips and faults you 'iÞy, 
With a ſevere and partial eye; 
And deſcant upon his demerit, 
With an unkind unloving ſpirit ; 
You're too much prejudic'd I hee; 2490 
To judge with ſtrict propriety, at 
Of Richard's actions, or allow, - 
With candour, what you ought to do. 
Come, come, my keen Remarkers, come, 


* # © 


And let us be ſevere at home; | 249 ; 


Look each impartially within, 

And trace our own beſetting in ; 
What tho' we each of us may be 
Clear of the failings which we fee, 
In Richard, yet 'tis like we may 250 


Be twice as bad another way. 


I always think, my friend, that they 
W ho find fo very much to ſay, 


Oft others failings, and contemn, 


Judge, rail, ſncer, cenſure, and condemn ; 2505 
Tis a ſhrewd fion they ne'er were taught 

To know their own hearts as they ought ; 

For if they were, we ſoon ſh uld lee, 

They would more ſoft and candid be; 
O! would we with that rule comply, 2510 
To do, as we would be done by; (r) 

What loving doings would there be, 

From what, alas | we daily fee. 

My friends, let us be-cautious, then 
In ſpeaking far of cther men; 2515 


(e) Matt, vii, 12. 


Or 
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Or being too poſitive, always 
Rememb' ring what the Saviour ſays; 

T hat from our judge we ſhall receive, (#) 
Such meaſure as to them we give. 


1 really think did Dick but hear, 2520 


A genuine goſpel-miniſter ; 

And would but conſtantly attend, 

Where goſpe]-truths are preach' d, my friend; 
Was this the caſe, I think the youth, 


Would ſoon be brought to ſee the truth; 252g 


For Dick has ſenſe enough, 1 know, 
And, 4 aſſure you, good ſenſe too. 


ROBERT, 2 


| Where, Will, (ays Bob,) does Dick attend? 


F 
The Methodiſts, 1 think, my friend, 


(Says William,) in a common way, 2530 


As I have heard our neighbours ſay, 


ROBER T. 


The Methodiſts, Will! aye, that breed f 
J think he's good to pleaſe, indeed ! 
I wonder he will look fo low 
And mean, as after them to go; 52335 
I know was I as Dick, my friend, 
Such runagates I'd ne'er attend. 


JOSEPH 


Aye, runagates indeed, ſays Jo; 
I think about three years ago, 
One afternoon I chanc'd to be 2540 
Where Weſley was to preach at three; 
So, Robert, thought I, if 1 can, 
I'll ſtay myſelf and hear the man, 
Well, fo 1 did ; but had you been 


Upon the place yourſelf, and ſeen, 2545 


What ſwarms of ſimple folk there came, 
To hear this man of mighty fame; 
(7%) Matt, vil, 2, | 


To ſee theſe filly people, Jo, 


„ 4 l 1 
To ſee them throng, and eroud, and ſtrive; 
*T would have diſguſted aught alive! 


They come, run, run; and ſweat and blow; 2550 


Preſs near; down on their knees they bow ; ; 
Peep in their hats ; then gape, and ſtare, 


As if ſome little God was there! 


ROBER T. 


It is ſurprizing, Jo, to ſee, 


Folks can ſo weak and fooliſh be; 2555 


*T'is really quite diſguſting too, 


Revere and idolize him ſo. 


He's like (when he's been ſome time fro” em) 
A kind of yearly wonder to *'em; 2560 


And tho' they oft have ſeen the man, 


And heard him o'er and o'er again; 


Yet ev'ry time he comes his round, 


Th' enthuſiaſts ftill the ſame are found! 


They run! and he's a wonder ſtill! 23565 


| Juſt like the man on Beacon-hill; (v) 


Where numbers throng and make ado, 


About they ſcarce know what or Who. 


0 8 E P H. 
Tho? your compariſon be rough 
(Says Joſeph,) yet 'tis apt enough; . 
For any gain they've got who've ſeen them, 
I think there's littie choice between them; 
We may, I hink, well term them e 


For any good they do to others. 


GEORG E. . 
Aye, Jo, the obſervation you 22575 
Have made, (ſays George,) is very true; 5 


(v) This refers to the man hung in chains for 3 on 


Beacon-hill near Halifax; and as great numbers ot people 
ran to ſee him, Mr, ——, a Calviniſt minſter well known to 
the author, lately made this kind and elegant compariſon, 


between them and the filly pores that run to hear Mr, 
Weſley preach, 
Bu 


OP 
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But Jo, if you obſerve and look, 

They're moſtly poor, mean, beggary folk; 

Their preachers too are ſuch a crew : 
Of riff-raff fellows, Jo, as you 2580 
Ne'er ſaw; as coblers, colliers too, 
Poor huſband- men, and barbers, who 

Talk ſo much nonſenſe in their teaching 

It don't deſerve the name of preaching ; | 
They're ſuch a deſpicable breed. 2585 
My ears would burn upon my head, 

To come among them; or be ſeen 

Near ſuch enthuſiaſtic men ; 

Few folks of credit, Jo, belong them, 

*Tis ſcandalous to come among them. 2590 
But, neighbour Joſeph, did you ſtay ? 
How lik'd you Weſley's preaching, pray ? 

d He' 8 a Poor tool I've heard them ae 


F Os E P H. 
(0) Ves, George, I ſtay'd among the reſt 
To hear their celebrated prieſt ; ; 2595 


So out c'th' houſe he comes at laſt; 

The people croud with eager haſte, 

And almoſt worſhip as he paſt, 

Well; he aſcends the pulpit ſtairs, 

Peeps i in his hat and ſays his pray'rs; 2600 
And then, inſtead of taking care, 
To make a ſpiritual ſolemn pray AY 

Repeats before th” expecting throng 


A ſimple form two minutes long ; 


Gives out a hymn ; and ſeems to ſhew 2605 


Far more concern they ſing not true, 
'Than for aught elſe; a text he takes, 
Of which he two diviſions makes; 


C2) This whole account which Joſeph gives of Mr, Weſley, 
ard his ſermon, is copied verbatim from an original letter 


Written by the Rev. T 5 B-——ke, the Calvin ſt miniſter 
at Stockport, in Cheſhire, to Mr, Weſley, as near as the 


verſe would admit; however the exact ſenſe and meaning 


48 retained, 


But 
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But ſeems to heed them, George, no more 


Than if he'd never preach'd before; 
Tells an old tale, and then another; 


Something about his great-grand- mother; 


This done; he then proceeds to tell 

How that the ſounding of a bell, 

Sufficient is, to make the hearer, 

Ev'n of itſelf a faint for ever! 

This tale he finiſhes, George; well, 
The next tale, 88 to tell! 

O tell it not in Gath that e'er 

One call'd a goſpel-miniſter, 

Should ſich a ſhocking tale repeat 

Or ever have believed it.) 

Was of an angel, George, in wrath, 

Throttling a harmleſs child to death. 

He then proceeds in his oration, 

Says ſomething of juſtification ; 

And repreſents God hov'ring o'er 

The people's heads, (as he before 


Had done the comet, which ſhould fall 5 


He faid, to earth and burn us all;) 
Ready to do, would they but hear, 
Some operation on them there ; 
He then abſurdly talks, as they 
Who dead in iniquity lay, 
Could mourn for ſin, could deprecate 
God's anger, ſee their loſt eſtate, 
Bemoan their ſinful ſad condition, 
And to God's favour ſeek admiſſion ; 
Deſire an int'reſt in the Lord, 


And feel his power, and hear his word! [ 


Well, now he ceaſes to exhort, 

(For all he faid was very ſhort, 

And I have heard folks ſay, he's done 

In gen'ral ere he's well begun;) 

He ſings a hymn, a form repeats 

As uſual, George, and down he gets. 
To hear the f mple things he faid, 

And fee what bungling work he made ; 


2610 


2615 


2620 


2625 


2630 


2635 


2640 


20645 
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To hear ich Ruß one ſcarce could bear him, 
Yet (ev {i crouds thai came to hear him, 2650 
From al; fides und both far and nigh ; 


My indign01103 roſe fo high, 
I was resolve d to write a letter, 
To teach the tumbling fellow better: 


Ts. ly when 1 got home, 8 


I Walk'd jnto my little room, 
Took pen and ink, and wrote him word, 
His whole proceeding was abſurd ; 
Inſin uated, that in hope, 
H aipird to be another Pope ; 2660 
Told him, I did expect to hear, 
An able Goſp el-miniſter ; _ 
Who well had known, before this time, 
To teach us truths the moſt ſublime ; 


But O! with his poor, weak, disjointed 2665 


Talk, how I was diſappointed | 5 
ye told him, “ Sir, it nought avails, 
To tell fo many old-wives tales; 
Such things can do no farther good, 
Than to amuſe the multitude, _ 2670 
And ſerve their notice to beguile, 
From what is better worth their while; 
HFHad you not better, if you cou'd, 
% IJT'wou'd be more for the people 8 good, 
ce At leaſt if in your pow'r it lies ;) 2675 
Tell them how Jzsvs Juſtifies 
A ſinner in a goſpel way ? 
For this I dare be bold to ſay; 
$6 Tf ſomething more ſubſtantial vou 


98 Diſplay” d before the people's view; 2680 


It might be better for your teachers; 
For ſome whom you ſet up for preachers, 
Have not all knowledge, Sir, I know.” 

Thus, George, did J attempt to ſhow 


This 'man the faults of his proceedins, 268 5 


Would he but give my words the reading. 
Nor did I fail, my friends, to tell 
This Gentleman about the bell, 


And 
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And other fooliſh obſervations, . 

Which he had made in his Orations; 2690 
Upon the whole I wrote with fury, 6 
And trim'd him rarely I affure ye; 
I quoted latin in my choler, 
To let him ſee I was a ſcholar ; 
I thought perhaps it would diſpleaſe kia, 2695 | 
That ſuch a lad as me ſhould teaze him ; 2 
And leſt my youth the man ſhould hock, 
Compar'd myſelf to Peter's Cock! 
For God, (faid I,) for ought 1 know, „ 
May bleſs a young Cuts doodle- doo, 2700 
And let him fee while he 1s reading, = 
The vanity of his proceeding ; | 
Then took a copy of my letter, 

That I might be provided better ; 
Of which I likewiſe ſent him word, 2705 
And left the iſſue with the Lord. 


GEORGE, 


And pray (fays George to Joſeph,) friend, 
What anfwer did the fellow lend ? 


] 0 8 E p = 
Why, anſwer, George; none came from him; 
But once in ſix or ſeven months time, 2710 


Some fellow (who I cannot name, ) 

To whom it ſeems my letter came; 

A ſawey, ſpiteful anſwer ſent; (x). 

Said I was weak, and impudent ; 
And then he kept a mighty clamour, 71 SEE 
About wrong ſpelling, and bad grammar ; 

And would a quarrel needs be picking, 


Becauſe I calPd myſelf cock-chicken; _ — 
Of this George, he a horſe-laugh made ; : 
And ridicu'd and ſneer'd, and ſaid 2720 
N (x) Mr. R bes letter happening to fall into the bands of 


the author of this effay, he Wrate Mr. B- 


of this --ke an anſwer 
to it, to Iich joleph in this place refers, 


I crew 
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1 crew not like a barn-door fowl, 
But hooted like a ſtuttering owl ; 


Nay, George, yo ou ſcarce &er knew a man, 
Who wrote in ſuch a ſpiteful ſtrain. | 


WEL ETA: 


Truly (ſays Will.) he ſerv'd you right; 27 2 5 


For, friend, you e'en ſhould have been quiet; 
Can you not hear, Jo. and receive 
What's right, and what you like not leave? 
Or if you needs muſt ſomething fay, 


Could you not uſe a proper way * 2730 


Nor have addreſs'd an aged man, 

In ſuch a diſreſpectful ſtrain. 

For, let him be what elſe he wou'd, 

His moral character is good ; | 
And in ſuch caſe there ought M745 


Good manners and civility ; 


Not ſaucineſs, contempt and rage; 
Reſpect, you know, is due to age. 


GEORGE 
But (interrupted George) my | Giend, 
Did you the man an anſwer ſend? 5 


3.68 E P H. 
Not I; he writ in ſuch a ſtile, 
did not think it worth my w nile. 


. . ILA M. 


No, really; and the truth to tell, 
(Says Will.) it might have been as well. 
Had you but thought, it had no more 2745 
Deſerv'd your time to Write before; 
_ I abſolutely diſapprove, 
Theſe ſcornful taunts, this want of love 
And think my brethren much to blame, 
Who indulge this keen ill-natur'd frame; 2750 
To hugh at W eſley ; taunt his mien, 
To ridicule their preaching, then 


8 
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Compare his folks to thoſe who ran 
In throngs to ſee the hanged man; 
All ſuch invidious remarks, © 2755 
Serve but to wake the ſleeping ſparks 
_ Of baneful paffions into life; 
As wrath, reſentment, ſpite and ſtrife; 
And manifeſt too plain Ds. 
Our own bad hearts. and inward pride; 2760 
It e'er our aims ſucceſsful prove, es 
Theſe people's errors to remove, 

It muſt, I'm ſure, be done by love; 
For, Jo. to ſeold, and ſneer, and rail, 7 
Is never likely to > prevail, 2765 


AN N. 


No, no, (ſays Nanny) you ſay right, 
No good can come of ſcorn and ſpite; 
We ſhould, Pm ſure, more candid be, 
They ve done a deal of good, you ſee. 


GEORGE. 


Of good! (ſays George) I wonder where, 27 
Or of what kind, for I could ne'er, 
Diſcover any good they've done, 
Except it be to make folks run, 
O'er head and ears in error, this 1 7 
Indeed is what they ſeldom miſs, 2775 
Their rotten doctrines I deteſt, | 
They're a fad crew, I'm ſare, at beſt; 
And fo, indeed, Iv'e always thought em, 
*Tis not worth While to talk about 'em: 
Come, then, my honeſt neighbours, come, 27 80 
?Tis time, high time to think of home; 
Here then our parley let us end, 
And leave our neighbour with his friend, 
To end their matters as. they may. * 
Here George got up and walk'd away, 2785 
His neighbours follow'd him, —and here, 
I cannot, reader, well forbear 
Obſerving ; ; What a rig'rous doom 
On Dick and Welley's folks might n If 


7 ee Srer Ne” Cana. 
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If ſome folks had it in their power, 2790 


To ſentence at their final hour; 
I think indeed, both he and they, 


May very, very juſtly ſay, 


*Tis well for them 'midſt all their grudges, 


That ſome of theſe are not their Judges 12795 
Here turn we and again attend, 
Dick, and his controverting friend. 


Well, Richard, (after theſe were gone 


To paſs their verdict, pro and con, 


And Dicky's cauſe amongſt them try) 280 
Proceeded thus i in his reply. | 


. I c HA R D. 
Pl] tell you, James, within my mind, 


I've rn ſome knowledge of mankind ; 

The diffrent ſects and parties I, N 
HFave noted with obſervant Eye; 2805 

And mark'd the doctrines well which each 0 

Do in their turn for Goſpel preach; 


Have well conſider'd too the Spirit, 
Which men of diff rent ſets inherit; 3 


Revolv'd it o'er within my mind, 2810 
And this, James, I in gen'ral find, 2 
Such is the nature, ſuch the plan, 

Of fall'n, corrupt, ungen'rous man; 
So narrow-ſoul'd in's fall'n ſtate, . 
His love ſo circumſerib*'d and ſtrait, 2815 
Poſſeſt of ſuch a ſelfiſh heart, . 


He grudges ev'n the ſmalleſt part, 


To others, of the goods or pelf, 


He craves ſo eagerly himſelf; ne 
Yea, was't within his pow 7. he'd dare, 2820 


To hedge around the vital air; 
To Sol claim an excluſive right, 


And make 2 N of light. AL 


( 5 The Author is obliged for ſeveral hints here and in the 
following verſes, to Mrs. Ps, and the Author of the Fool 


of Quality, | 
11 But 
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But for religious party men, 
Of all the ſyſtems I have ſeen, 2825 
Amongſt the diff rent ſects and names, 5 5 
Yours is the moſt ungenerous, James. 
For Calvin's ſtrait-lac'd ſaints we find, g 
Would fain engroſs the bliſs deſign d 
For ev'ry ſinner of mankind; 2830 
All folks of little ſelfiſn minds, 
Some narrow-hearted reaſon finds, 
The gracious influence to reſtrain, 
The Saviour did for all obtain; 5 
Such men, as far as in them lies, 2835 
The Saviour would monopolize ; 
Would leave all others in the lurch, 
And ſhut him up within their church ; 
And fay to God with ſhameleſs brow, 
Thus far, nor farther ſhalt thou go; 2840 
Meanly they labour to confine, 
Fhat Sun but on a part to ſhine. 
Which favour'd John, fears not t' avow, 
Lights every man that's born below. (2) . 
But why ſhould bold preſumptuous man, 2843 
Thus ftraiten the Almighty's plan? . 
Or dare, with impotence of thought, 
Lack- loving mind, and feeble doubt; 
To mark, with his poor ſcanty line, 5 
The bounds of clemency divine? 22850 
What tongue, ſuch words as theſe, ſhall dare 
With impious vanity declare ? 
Here thy exulting waves ſhall rove, 
O thou abyſs of ſacred love! 
Thus far, nor farther ſhall they move. 
To this, and that ſelected ſoul, 
Shall thy triumphant billows roll, 
And then retire; nor ſhall the flood 
Of Jeſu's ſacred, ſtreaming blood, 
Reach one o'th* Teprobated brocd. 
But, O my friend, tis well for us 
Unloving mortals cannot thus, 


( John i 1, 9. 5 | 


Ja85s 


J 2860 


 Confine 
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Confine the love and grace of God, 

Or limit the atoning ood 

The ſpirit of our God we find, 2865 
Is never thus to be confin'd ; 

The wind (the Saviour ſays, you know,) (a) 
Blows when, and where it liſteth too ; 

But liſts to blow, or more, or _ P 
O'er all the earth, in ev'ry place; 2287 
And ev'ry ſoul may hear the ſoun gd 
Thereof, that walks upon the ground; 

So, James, the wind of heav'nly grace, 


Liſteth to blow or more, or leſs, 


On ev'ry ſoul of Adam's race; J2875 
It brings to all ſalvation nigh, Fog 
Nor does it paſs one ſinner by. 


JAMES. 
Why D. ck, (fays James,) d'ye difapprove 


Our ſcheme 2 much, for want of love? 


May not the ſov'reign Lord on high 2880 

„ Diſpenſe his favours as he will, 8 
<« Chuſe ſome to life, while others die, 

And. yet be juſt and gracious full 2” (5) * 


RICHARD. 


Yes, on Chriſt's goſpel-ſcheme he can; 
But not upon John, Calvin's plan. 2885 
Jeſus expects not, 'tis well known, „ 
To reap, where he has never ſown; 
Nor does he only barley ſow, 

And then expect that wheat ſhould grow; 
Whatever Calviniſts aver, 2890 
Jeſus is not a hard, auſtere, 1 

_ Unreaſonable maſter, who 

(Tho? in effect they tell us ſo . 
Expects improvement to be made, A 
Ot talents which we never had! 2895 

No, no; „ the fov'reign Lord on hight _ 

Accepteth us accordingly, 

1 la) John iii. 8, (3) Dr, Watts, 
| 1 H 3. To 
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To thoſe abilities we've got, (c) 
And not to thoſe which we have not. = 

Where much is given then of ſuch 2900 

He ſays he will require much ; (4) 1 

Where he gives little, then of theſe 

He ſays, he will require the leſs; 

But never tells us he will have 

Account for what he never gave. 2905 

Could I, my friend, believe like you, 8 

Calvinian reprobation true; 

That moſt are left by heav' "oly grace ; 

1 fay, my friend, in ſuch a caſe, 5 

Whoe'er upon this ſhocking plan, = 2910 

Could think himſelf th' unhappy man; 

fy moſt by far may juſtly do, 15 

If Calvin's ſcheme be really true;) 

In mournful, black, deſpairing rain, 

I think with juſtice might complain; 2915 
| And this might be in eh a ſtate, 


2 


| d ” 
Dreadful Deſpairing Complaint 
of a Calvinian Reprobate. 


H! woe is me! wretch that I am; 3 WE 
Condemn'd to OTE PRn Of ans: 29020 
© Undone, alas! unhappy I, 

© Ordain'd a living death to die; D 

© In Tophet doom'd my lot to ſhare, 
And roll in fry vengeance there; Re 
© And in that flaming priſon be „5 
© TImmur'd to all eternity. e 


ETERNITYI that dreadful found F 
What never ends, nor e'er began; 

© Enough to fright, diſtract, confound, 

© The moſt unthinking foul of man!! 2930 
(c) Viz. it his s. (4) Luke xii. 47, 48. | 

| 40 Etemity! 


— 
6:. 


* 
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« Eternity ! that boundleſs race, 
Which time himſelf can never run, 
Swift as he flies with ſpeedy pace, 
Which when ten million years are gone; 


i ce Is ſtill the lame, and {till to be begun WO 29 35 


c Rings my firſt wretched breath I drew, 
Neo happineſs I ever knew (7) 
Nor ever could, upon the plan 
My wrathful Maker form'd me man; 
Nay it appears my angry God, 2940 
Defign'd I never, never ſhou'd ; 
But from eternity enjoins, 
(At leaſt from Adam's fatal loins,) 
Impell'd by his ſevere decree, 
Whilſt here, I mu/? a ſinner be, * #2945 
© Then fink to endleſs miſery. 135 
Health, woridly-ſubſtance, friends and food, 
An underſtanding ſound and good; 
With various knowledge it may be, | 
Good-nature, generoſity, _ 2950 
And eloquence, to me are giv n, 5 
By partial and deſigning heaven 
Like flow'rs, of old profuſely ſhed 
On ſome devoted victim's head; 
Not giv'n me to encreaſe my gain, 2955 
Promote my joy, or eaſe my pain ; ; 
But with the cruel dire intent, 
My deep damna ion to augment ; 
_ Fo ſharpen ev'ry pang I feel, : 
And fink me, to a deeper Hell (g) 2960 
Lets favour I. a wretch can find, 
Than is ndule'd the brutal kind; 
Nay I leſs mercy ever knew, 
Than Satan and his rebel-crew ; 
For theſe, at firſt were hop. made, 2965 
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= | c And each a perfect nature had; 


(= Prior. ( 7 For there is no peace to the wicked faith my 
God, Ifa, xviii, 22, and lvii. 21. (g) See Mr, Welley's 
Predeſtination calmly conſidered, Sec. 44. 


And 
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And in their proper Perſons, all 


Had pow'r to ſtand tho? free to fall; 
< But I muſt abſolutely rove, 


An outcaſt from my Maker” 8 love; 2970 


* Who fix d my horrid lot to "mel 


«© With Send, and ſhare the devil's doom; "I 


„ Confign'd my unborn foul to hell, 
„ And damn'd me from my mother 8 womb | | 


c J haſten where the deepeſt hell, _ 297 5 
© Is mov'd to meet me from beneath ; 


<« Where damn'd apoſtate ſpirits yell, 


And gnaw their tongues, and znaſhtheir teeth. 


1% Dives, and I, and Judas there, | 


„With gauling chains of darkneſs bound, 2980 | 
« Muſt how! in blaſphemous deſpair, 
& And fiends return the doleful ſound. 
« A real, fiery, ſulphurous hell, 
« Mut prey upon our outward frame ; 


« But ſorer pangs the ſoul muſt feel, 255 


© Tormented in a fiercer flame. 


The dreadful ſout-con! uming fire, 


«© God will into our fpirits breathe ; 
« A brimſtone ſtream of vengeful ire 
% And ſlay them with a living death. 290% 


No ray of light, no gleam of hope, 


The difmal regions can allow; 
6 *Tis here, I muſt my eyes lift up, 5 
«© The pains of hell ſurround me now. 
e Beneath yon boiling ocean chain'd, 2995 
c Oppreſs'd, deſtroy'd, rormented, griev” 4 


For ever loſt, for ever pain'd, 


Forgot, unpitied, unreliev d; 


To pour out unavailing moans, f 


And there a mad diſtracted fiend, | ; ; 3000 


e Converſe with everlaſting groans, 


Ages of hopeleis end.“ — 


. O Death, this is thy ſting | O grave 


Of fouls, this 1 is thy victory oh * 
5 85 x. he 


— ww 
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»The ſaviour will not, will not ſave, 3005 
No ſpark of mercy, ſhines for me 
© Hopeleſs my damn'd eſtate I mourn, 

* God's wrath is dropt into my foul ; 
His fiery wrath in me muſt burn, 1 

Long as-eternal ages roll. 3010 
„Hear, ſinners, hear an human fiend, 

And ſhudder at my horrid tale; 
Conſign'd to woes that never end, 
„Hefore my time I weep and wail, 
85 The worm, the worm that never dies, 3015 

«© Muſt gnaw and tear me day and night, 

© For ever baniſh'd from the ſkies, 

& And caſt out of the Saviour's ſight. 

*© Back to the preſence of the Lord, 

„ O'er the vaſt gulph I cannot pals ; 33020 

85 I muſt not, muſt not, be reſtor'd, 

To ſee the glories of his face. 

„ HForror of horrors | hell of hell! 

„This makes the cup of wrath run o'er ; 

© Far from my lord, with fiends to dwell, 3925 
And Never, never lee him more.“ (b) 


© Ye beaſts that range the flow" ry plain; ; 

© Ye fiſh, that glide along the main; ; 

« Ye chearful ſongſters of the vale; * 

Fe inſects flutt'ring on the gale;“ 30 30 

Fe creeping reptiles of the earth, | 

Of ſmalleſt, meaneſt, vileſt birth ; 

On you what rays of favour ſhine ; ; 

How bleſt your lot, compar'd with mine! 

O might I thare your caſe, and be, 3035 

From that dread, double curſe, ſet free 

© Reaſon, and immortality ! ! 

With joy would I receive the meed, 

And blels the hand that did the deed, 
Still muſt I, Lord, of thee £34 8 3040 

And ſtil] deplore my caſe in vain! 


(bp) See Mr. Charles Weſley's hymn entitled, The Cry of a 
| 3 Nereene, 
Still 


* 
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© The Author has taken a hint or two in this complaint from 


© Obtruding life, diſpenſing woe; 
Conferring ſtrong defires of bliſs, 
And yet withholding happineſs : _ 3045 


Still muſt I view thee as a foe? (i) 


From the full rivers round thy throne, 
Of peace and joy, not pouring down 


One drop on me, a wretch of earth, 


That I might ceaſe to curſe my birth; 


Might give my ſad complainings o er, ; 3959 
Nor envy brutes or reptiles more. 


Thrice happy brutes! on earth they keep 


| Short watch, and then lie down to ſleep, 


IThro' ev'ry ſcene of ſenſe, they are 


To wretched man ſuperior far: 3055 : 
In life they range the flow'ry field; 


They graze the fruitful turf untill's ; 
They drink the filver ſtreams that flow, 


Unbrew'd, and unembitter'd too; 
No fruitleſs hopes, regrets, deſpairs, 3060 


No doubts, or fears their boſom Mares; J 
(Theſe the peculiar lot we fee 
Of hell-devoted fouls like me;) 


Without their care, by gracious heav'n 


Their food and robes are kindly giv n; ; 3065 


No toil they know, no anxious care; 
No bickerings at the bawling bar; 
Their good, is good unmixt, entire, 
Full ſuited to their heart's deſire J 


If ſickneſs, pain, or death commence, 300 
Their ill no more than ſtrikes the ſenſe; _ 


No previous dread their peace can make ; 
No murmurings afterwards they make; 
When the worſt comes, it comes unfear” iN 


Alike unknown, unſeen, unheard, 3975 


No painful fear of death they know, 
One ſtroke begins and ends their woe; 


Milton, and much from ſeveral parts of Dr, Young's works, 


without any other alteration than what was 7 ſor 


his verſe and ſubject. 
They 
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Bleſt animals! how happy ye, 


RELIOIOuS CoNVERSATION. 87 
They die but once, then ceaſe to be, 


Too happy to complain like me. 3080 
Yours is that pleaſure, comfort, eaſe, _ 
Freedom from care, content and peace, 

For which poor reprobated man, 


Withes, and prays, and ſighs in vain. 


© Father of mercies ! God of love! 308 5 


Enthron'd in perfect bliſs above; 


Why from my ſilent mother earth, 
Why didſt thou curſe me into birth; 
Puſh into being wretched me | 
Unhappy, the Teverſe of thee ; 3090 
Why tear me from my quiet duſt 
Why out of non-exiſtence thruſt ; 

And make, when torn from peaceful night, 


A thankleſs preſent of thy light; 
Why animate a wretch like me, 3095 


A clod of earth with miſery ? 
O! had my duſt in peace remain'd, 


Nor e'er the human form obtain'd ; 
O!] had my reprobating God, 


Ev'n made me the moſt loathſome toad, 3100 


Or ev'n the vileſt worm on earth, 


Rather than givin me human birth, 


Ordain'd me rational to be, 
And curſt with immortality ; 


Plac'd me in ſuch a dreadful ſtate, 3105 
Where by neceſlitating fate, | 


I muſt, I mt fin on, and be 

Condemn'd to all eternity | _ 

Eternity | O who can bear _ 

T hat doubly-dreadful ſound to hear; 3110 
What! muſt there no reprieve be givin; _ 
No hope from any point of heav'n! 


Ah! mercy, mercy ! love divine, 


Do you tor ever ceaſe to ſhine ; -- 
Ah mercy ! art thou dead above, 3115 
Extinguifh'd in the ſource of love? „ 

Did I requeſt thee, Maker, ay, 
To mould me from my native clay! 7... - * Did 
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[4 


Did I ſolicit thee to plan 


And make me miſerable man ? 9 3120 


O why, my Maker, didſt thou form 


A wretched, vile, unhappy worm; 


And in ſuch circumſtances place, 


Without one chance for happinels ; 


Muſt nought but vengeance reign alone? 3125 
Where is thy love and pity gone? 
Muſt nought but pow'r, grim pow'r appear? 


Where are thy tender mercies, where! ? 


© Sure as my will had not concurr'd, | 
© Towards my wretched being, Lord ; S420 


T? would but be equal, fair and juſt, 
To ſpeak me back to native duſt. 
And canſt thou, Lord, look down from bliſs, 


And ſee me in the dark abyſs; . 
Calling thee by that tender name, 3135 


Us 


My father! in a ſea of flame; 
O'erwhelm'd beneath thy vengeful i ire, 


And plung'd in floods of raging fire ; 


O canſt thou ſee my hopeleſs ſoul, 


Bound faſt within the burning pool, 3146 


O canſt thou hear my raving moans, 
And ſee me pour eternal groans ; 
Enclos'd with woe, transfix'd with pain, 
And ftruggling with my burning chain ; 


Talking to fiery tempeſts there, 3145 


And ſunk in gulphs of black deſpair; 

1he raging flame in vain implore, 

To give it's furious burnings o'er, | 
Tols, pant and writhe beneath thy wrath, 
And ſink in waves of endleſs death, 3150 
Wilt thou, my Maker, raiſe thy name, 
And by my pangs thy pow'r proclaim *: ? 

A worm whom yeſterday gave birth, 

A ſhort-liv'd reptile of the earth; 


Shall ſov'reignty preſide alone? ATE 


In my poor perſon, muſt not one 
Of all thy attributes, beſide N 
Try ſoy? reign Pony” be e 3 


5 Muſt 
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And truly, Friend, I think it wou'd 
Be leſs abſurd, even tho' I ſhou'd 
Deny the being of a God., 


RELIOIOUS Cox VERSATION. 98 
Muſt I for ever bear the load, 
The vengeance of an angry God! 3160 
« Forbid it, Lord, and grant at leaſt, | 
This lender, almoſt no requeſt; 
When baniſh'd from the light of day, 
I've wept a thouſand lives away, 
And wearied torment of its prey ; 
When I have borne thy vengeful ire, 
And rav'd ten thouſand years in fire, 
O let me, let me then expire! 
Deep anguiſh, James! enough to find, 
Compaſſion in the hardeſt mind; _ 3170 


1 


| 3165 


The humane breaſt with horror fill, 
And make one's very blood run chill; 
A black complaint! Yet think I muſt, 


Upon uu ſcheme, entirely juſt ; 
A mo 


diſaſtrous cruel caſe! 13175 
Which takes in too near all the race; * 


A terrible proceeding this, 
Againſt that gracious God to prove, 


Whoſe nature, and whoſe name is Love ! 
A ſhocking ſcheme ! I ſooner cou'd 3180 
Believe, my Friend, there was no God; 


Than ever a believer be, 


In ſuch a horrible (&) decree ! 


3185 


Than make him what ſome people 3 
A dread, Almighty tyrant, W Fey 


JAMES. 


| Dreadful enough, Dick, [ declare 1 
More dreadful, Friend, I think than fair, 3196 


And juſt, ( ſays James) but once for all, 


IM give your ſcheme a final fall; 


* 


mY So Calvin himfelf is honeſt enough to call it; fee his Inſti- 
tutes, book 3. chap. 23. ſect. 7. (!) Sce Mr, Weſley's Pre- 
ſervative againſt unſet fed notions in religion. page 233. 
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1 ſhall before your view preſent, 

The following ſolid, clear, cogent, 
Unanſwerable argument. J 3195 
You ſurely will allow, my Friend, 

When our firſt Sire in Eden ſinn'd, 


That firſt, that fatal ſin of his, 


Which ſpoil'd him of primeval bliſs ; 


With juſtice might imputed be 3200 
To all his fall'n poſterity. | ET 


And likewiſe, that when Adam fell, 1 

God might have doom'd them all to hell, 

Have juſtly paſs'd each ſinner by, RT 
And left them for that ſin to die; 3205 
Without e'er fending of his Son, 
To live, or die, for any one. 

Except you both theſe points receive ; 

And what they muſt inter, believe; 


You don't (to me, tis clear as light) 3210 


Believe orig'nal ſin aright. 


On thy other hand, Dick, if you do, 
You muſt, my Friend, acknowledge too, 


That both the doctrines (in diſpute) 


Of Reprobation abſolute, 3215 


And bfolute Election, muſt _ 
Be highly reas'nable and juſt ; 
For if God juſtly might leave 400 
Mankind to periſh in the fall ; 


Without beſtowing of his Son, 3220 
To be a Saviour een for one; (4 


He then might juſtly ſome paſs by, 
And leave them in their fins to die: 


Turn to the right or left, my Friend; 


You're fairly taſt at either end; 5 322 5 
And are reduc'd, I think to a DOS 
. Inextricable dilemma, (m) 


"LICHALD 
( a) This argument, (James,) you eſicem, 


As one main pillar of your ſcheme, 


{m) See Mr, Whitefield's works, vol. 4. p. 67. () Richard's an- 


ſwer, &c. to James's argument from hence to the line 4012, 
is taken from Mr, Fietcher's ſcipture ſcales, page 342, ke 


2d. part, as near as the verſe would admit, 


1 find, 
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I find, (ſays Dick,) and therefore I, 3230 


Will do my beſt in my reply, 


Entirely to repell this charge, 


And anſwer it, my friend, at large. 
Firſt then, God juſtly, we allow, 


Might Seminally (% reckon to, 3235 


Th account of Adam's unborn ſons, 


Exiſting then within his loins; 
That ſin, which (by the devil outwitted,) 


He had in Paradiſe committed: 
Becauſe, they Seminally in fact, 3240 
Were real partakers of the act, 


And making part of's perſon were 


Corrupted, Seminally there. 
WMWe therefore grant, that all the ſons 


Of Adam, then within his loins, 3245 
Deſerv'd to ſuffer, as a Seed, e 


What Adam, as a Perſon id. 5 
Obſerve then, Neighbour, ſo far we 


With your Calvinian ſcheme agree, 


Maintaining James, as well as you, 32 50 


Paul's obſervation (þ) to be true; 
That we are conſtituted- all, 


Children of wrath in Adam's fall; 

Conſider'd in his fallen caſe, 
Duviſated by heav'nly grace. 328 
Now our firſt parents having finn'd, | 


God might, without diſpute, my friend, 


Have juſtly ſent them when they fell, 
And us within their loins to hell; 


Much more have juſtly paſs'd us by, 3260 


And left us in their loins, to die; 
Without providing of his Son, 
To be a Saviour ev'n for one. 
Lou therefore have no reaſon, 1 
Conclude, to ſay that we deny, 3265 


() By ſeminal exiſtence, underſtand the exiſtence we had in 


Adam's loins before Eve had conceived ; or the kind of be- 

ing, which the Prince of Wales bad in the loins of the 

King before the Queen came to England, FLETCHER, 
(p) Epheſ. ii. 3. 5 
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The genuine doctrine, we find in 
The Bible, of Orig'nal ſin. EY, 
Thus much being then premiſed here, 


Your leading blunder will appear; 


And you may ſee, if you'll attend, 
Your argument's great flaw, my friend ; 
Which muſt to thinking men occur: 
This flaw (obſerve) conſiſts, in your 


 Confounding, (James) in this debate, 
Our SEMINAI. with our PERsoNarT. ſtate ; 


And in concluding, that what muſt _ 
Have in our /eminal ſtate been juſt ; 
Would equal juſtice to us be, 
When we exiſted perſonally, 

As this appears your main miſtake, 
I ſhall the propoſitions make, 


That follow, which I make no doubt 


Will yet more clearly point it out. 


FIRST PROPOSITION. 
The wages (then) of fin, is death, 
Damnation, or eternal wrath, 


SECOND PRO POSITION. 


The wages (next) to ſin befitted, 
In perſon conſciouſſy committed; 
Is ſuffering upon that occaſion, 


A conſcious, perſonal damnation. 


THIRD PROPOSITION. 


Thirdly, the wages due (I ween, ) 
To ſeminal, and unknown fin, 
Is ſuffering upon that occaſion, 


A ſeminal, unknown damnation. 


FORT PROPOSITION. 


In the fourth place, when Adam in 
The garden, had committing been, 


A perſonal and conſcicus ſin; 


3280 


Te 
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For what 
Is calviniſtic reprobation ? 
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God had been juſt, had he let fall 


On him, the conſcious, perſonal 


Eternal puniſhment we call 


FIR PROPOSITION. 
Damnation. Fifthly, James, when we 3300 


Sinn'd as a ſeed unknowingly, 
In Adam, without doubt it muſt 
Have follow'd, God had ſtill been juſt, 


Had he doom'd us, on that occaſion, 
'To' a ſeminal, unfelt damnation. 3305 


For then it might be clearly ſeen, 
There had a juſt proportion been, 
In ev'ry right and fair intent, 
Between the crime and puniſhment ; 


We ſhould have then ('tis clear, my fr iendy) 3370 
Been puniſhed as we had ſinn'd; 


That is, as truth and juſtice claims, 

With /emnal deſtruction James. 

So then as we had finn'd in him, (4) . 
Without being conſcious of the crime, 3315 


Or guilt, James, in the leaſt, ſo we 
Should have been puniſhed we ſee; 
Without the ſmalleſt conſcrouſneſs, 


Ot ſuffering either pain or loſs. 


But would it not contrary be, 3320 
T' all juſtice, right, and equity, 
Becauſe that we had guilty been, 


Of ſeminal and unknown lin, 


T” inflict a puniſhment infernal, 


Perſonal, 1 8 and eternal? 3325, 


ames,. (after all evaſion, ) 


But a moſt horrible decree, 


That vaſtly the majority 


Of Adam's offspring, thall be found: 3330 
Kach to be perſonally bound, 7 
Eternally to wallow in 


: Conſcious and neceſſary ſin; 


(2) 1 | 7 
4 Which 


8 
Who, 
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94 
Which ſin draws after in th' event, 
Conſcious, eternal puniſhment. 
Hence it appears predeſtination, 
To calviniſtic, reprobation, 


According to your ſcheme, my friend ; 


Is horrible, James, in its end; 
Its end, which is to undergo, 
Conſcious and everlaſting woe ; 


But in the dreadful means, my friend, 
Appointed to obtain that end, 
_ *Tis much more horrible; which i is 


Neceſſary, Remedileſs, 
Perſonal fin ; Eternally, 


And unavoidably to be 6 

| Committed, and all this for fin, 
Which in our unborn-ſtate had been 
 Unknowingly, unconſciouſly 


Contracted ; and, my friend, what we 


Believe, to candid people, here 


Muſt ſtill more horrible appear, 


Ev'n for that very ſin which he 


By his own abſolute decree, 
Had caus'd to be committed, if 


Ihe ſcheme be true which you believe; 


Should you reply, as well I know 
Some Calviniſtic people do; 

That tho?” they reprobated be, 
For their firſt Sire's iniquity, 


It may be very clearly ſhown, 


That they are damned for their own. 
This poor evaſion, in your need, 
Will ſtand you, James, in little ficad ; 


Nay rather tends to make (my lad) 


Still worſe of what before was bad, 
By repreſenting God to be 
So full of wrath and cruelty, 


That he his unform'd creatures hated ; 
And fo, not only reprobated 
Their perſons, James, but tix'd them i in 


A ſtate of neeefary ſin; 
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3335 


3340 
3345 


3355 


3365 
3305 


3370 


That 
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It 


That thus their ſouls might be deſtroy? d, 
For fin which they could ne'er avoid 3375 


(His goodneſs in particular,) 1 | 
As I ſhould, on the character 93380 
Phinehas, if I gave out, 1 
That he contriv'd and brought about, 

_ Zimri's and Cozbi's filthy crime ; 


That hateful, cruel monſter, thus | 
The daughter of poor Sejanus, 3390 
Had doom'd to ſuffer death, but till e 


Becauſe the harmleſs maid retain'd 


Howe'er th' inhuman tyrant dent 3395 
Upon the fatal puniſhment, | 

The guiltleſs Virgin in his wrath 
Deflower'd, and then inflicted death! 


_ Suppoſe I had committed murther 3400 
Nou, for this evil action, James, 

The law condemns me to the flames; 

My ſen tence then is juſt, as I 

Have ſinn'd in perſon conſciouſly, 

„ Withont nec, Ido 3405 
Deſerve to be tormented ſo, 1 
The judge without injuſtice then, 

May ev'ry part of me condemn, 


1 There was a law in ancient Rome which prohibited ds 
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A dreadful tale, my friend ! which wou'd 
Reflect as much contempt on God, 
And his perfections, I aver, 


That in that fatal point of time, 

He might his cruelty 8 5 6 
And both infallibly deſtroy | DES 
So Nero, James, in time of old, 

( The tale's in Roman ſtory told,) ) (+) 


The Roman law oppos'd his will, 


Her virgin treaſure yet unſtain'd ; 


To illuftrate the matter further; 


putting of a Virgin to death; but the cruel and bloody tyrant 
Nero, being bent upon the deſtruction of Sejanus and his 
family, in order to elude this law with reſpect to his Virgin- 
daughter Phebe, ordered the hangman firſt to raviſh her 
and then put her to death, 

= And 


Would it be good, or juſt, or 
Should he to moſt of theſe declare; e 
e all were guilty as a ſeed, --, 7." 6 


cc 
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And all the unbegotten ſons | 


Exiſting then within my loins, 3410 


May juſtly in me ſhare the flames, 


Becauſe that with and in me, James, 
As part of me, at that ſame time, 


They had been guilty of the crime ; 


Nor would thus ſuffering (you my lee) 1] 3415 
A very great misfortune be IR 
(My friend) to my poſterity. 


Becauſe ('tis plain) their &n9wledge, James, 


And feeling of the penal flames, 


On this account, would be no more 3420 


Than 'twas of my offence before. 
But then ſuppoſe the judge reprieve, 
And grant me ſome more years to live; 


With this intent, to raiſe from me | 
A numerous poſterity ; 5 3425 
_ Suppoſe again this buſineſs done, 


And theſe to men and women 8 j 
alr | 


Of that abominable deed, 


«© Which that vile wicked man atchiev'd, 
ee 75 


Whom I ſome years ago repriev'd.; 

And from whole loins, ſince this was acted, 
& I have you ev'ry one extracted; 3435 
«© My mercy, therefore, paſſes b V e 
«© Your ſouls to all eternity; 

And next my juſtice ſeizes on 

And abſolutely chains you down, 

By my decree of reprobation, 3440 


To certain, perſonal, damnation ; 


I force you, therefore, to inherit, 
A vile, deprav'd, and wicked ſpirit ; 


& And each in circumſtances place, 


6c Incurable, remedileſs 3 3445 


* Wherein you will obliged be 

To murther of neceſlity ; 

« Then I as good, and juſt, and fair 

An opportunity ſhall ſhare, | <« Of 
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Exactly ſhew the ſituation, 


REericiovs CONVERSATION. 97 
Of pouring vengeance on your heads, 3450 
For your own bloody, murtherous deeds, 
(Altho' theſe murtherous deeds, 'tis true, 
Were unavoidable to you;) _ 

« As I had on your Father's ſcore, 


* 


cc 


© Of reprobating you before.“? 3455 


Of ſuch a ſpeech, who does not ſee, 


TW injuſtice and dire cruelty | _ 
Who would not, James, (except ' tis true, 


Such inconſiſtent folks as you, : 
Ev'n bluſh from ear to ear, for ſhame, 3460 


= DocTRINEs OF GRACE theſe words to name; 
Or take upon them, friend, to teach, 


This was a kind and gracious ſpeech, 


But on the other hand, if thoſe 5 
Whom I deriv'd from me ſuppoſe, 3465 
I fay, if all thoſe perſons be DD 
Repriev'd, my friend, as well as me 


Our lot together caſt to wait, 


In a remediable fate; 


Where ſin indeed abounds, 1 we find, 3470 


And miſery of every kind, 
gut where reſtoring grace is fond: 
Much more to triumph and abound ; 


(Much more indeed! ſuppoſing we 


Are not unneceſſarily, 1 3475 


By a wilful, mad, and ſtupid TY 
To our own peace and int'reſt blind ; 7 
In ſuch a caſe who does not ſee 


If they finn'd voluntarily, 


If they their brother's life Wer- 3480 
By murder, which they might avoid, 


(Much more, ſhould they themſelves put fro? em, 


Pardon, ſincerely offer'd tod em, 


On reas'nable conditions,) they . 
In ſuch a caſe as this I fay, 3485 
With juſtice might conſigned be 
I' avenging flames as well as me. 


Now, Jemmy, if this illuſtration, 


And 


938 A MODERN FAMILIAR 
And moſt deplorable eſtate | 
Of a Calvinian reprobate ; 

Who merely for an unknown ſin, 
Which he (unborn) committed in 
The loins of Adam, is ſuppos'd, 
As unavoidably inclos'd, 

In ſuch a fatal ſtate, wherein 
He muſt, of force, for ever fin, 
And then of conſequence muſt be 
Condemn'd to all eternity | 3 
Will not (my neighbour) think you then 
All candid and impartial men, 
Who weigh the circumſtances fair, 
Wonder to hear my friend declare, 
This reprobating doctrine, muſt 

Be highly reaſonable and juſt, 


JAMES. 


_ What! (anſwer'd Jemmy, warm and quick,) 


Wo'nt you allow this, neighbour Dick, 
That God might juſtly have paſs'd by 
All Adam's falPn poſterity, 
Without providing of his fon 

To be a ſaviour ev'n for one. 


R 1:C HARD. 

I I anſwer; God forbid that we, 

So ſimple and abſurd ſhould be, 

The groundleſs fancy to retain, 
That God was bound to ranſom man ; 
No, no, my zealous neighbour, no, 


The Lord was no more bound we know, 


To execute redemption's plan, 
Than to create the firſt- form'd man; 
Redemption being (by a Saviour, ) 

As free and undeſerv'd a favour, 

As Adam's firſt creation was; 


JAMES. 


Why then, (fays Jemmy) in this caſe, _ 
5 1 Lou 
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Between the Lord's refuſing (neighbour, ) 


Yes, yes, there is a MEpium, James; 


1018 9 COnversATION. 99 


Vou yield the argument ' tis clear; 
For ſure, no MEDIUM can appear, 


35 25 


To ſend his ſon to be a Saviour, 


To part of Adam's fallen race, 


And reprobating them from grace ; 


Now if God juſtly might deny, 3530 
To give his only fon to dice, 


For part of Adam's race, he then 

Might juſtly reprobate thoſe men ; 

That is; he might predeſtinate 

n irremediable fate: 3535 
Of Sin, that part of Adam's race, 

He thus excluded from his grace, 


And ſo of conſequence occaſion 
Their unavoidable damnation. 
This, Richard, is a xt cogent, | 3540 
' Unanſwerable argument ; os 
_ Unleſs ſome MEpDlu can be ben 
Which [ preſume can ne'er be done. 8 


RICH A KD. 
| No Mepivn, neighbour ! (Dick exclaims,) 


3545 
AMpruu which (you may depend, 


Will ſpoil your great dilemma, friend, 


V our curious ſophiſm circumvent, 


And overturn your argument; 


The MEpiuu then obſerve (Which we 


3550 
Without a glaſs can clearly ſee, : : 


But which a Calviniſt we learn 
Cannot, or will not, James, diſcern, ) 


Is this; if God had not deſign'd 


I extend his grace to all mankind ; — 3355 
Had he been abſolutely bent, . 


Upon vindictive puniſhment ; 
And had delign'd to glorify 


Nought but his rigid Sov'reignty 


U pon the greateſt part of men, 13560 
For ſinning ſeminally, when, | 


They were in Adam” 8 Joins. he then 
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| 100 _ A MODERN FAMILIAR 
Might juſtly, James, undoubtedly, = 
Have paſs'd theſe unborn creatures by ; 


Yea further, he might (we allow,) 3565 


Have puniſh'd them ſeverely too; 

But then in this caſe, neighbour, 5 EY 
Would, have puniſh'd them with Equity, 
Ev'n ſo as they before had ſinn'd, 5 

{As I obſerv'd before, my friend,) (/)) 93570 

That is, as truth and juſtice claims,” 
With /eminal deſtruction, James. 

As Adam in his perſon had *em, 
He would have cruſhed guilty Adam, 


As head of all, and in the head 3577 


His Cainiſh reprobated ſeed, 
Ordering the birth of Abel, Seth, 
And others, bleſt with faving faith, 
In ſuch a way, as no one 1n- 


'To perſonal exiſtence, bring, : | 3580 


But ſuch as had a perſonal ſhare 
In his redeeming love and care. 
And this, James, is the very plan 
{So worthy God, ſo kind to man 10 
Which God indeed, thought fit t' embrace 3585 
hy. to our ſcheme of grace, ) 
rom all eternity; and then 
Faithfully executed, when 
The bleeding Lamb of God was ſlain, 
And taited death for every man; (t) 3590 


Came down from heaven, the world to ſave, (u) 


Himſelf for a//; a ranſom gave, (v) 
And a propitiating Lamb 
For the whole world (my friend) became. ( 100 
A third flaw, neighbour, in your cauſe, 3595 
Conſiſts in this; that you ſuppoſe 
The leaving them (x) in this condition, 
Is but an harmleſs preterition ; ()) 


{f) See v. 3312, &c. (7) Heb. ii. 9. (2) John i iii. 17. 4 


Kii. 47. (v) 1 Tim. ii. 6. (zv) 1 Jolm il, 2, (x) Tony. 
the reprobates, (3) That is, a 9 by: 


But 
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But in ſome caſes, paſſing by, 
Is a moſt horrid cruelty ; 3600 
| — Thus, if a mother for one week, | 
x Her ſucking infant ſhould forſake, 
i. dhe abſolutely puts an end 
| FH 9 lite, and quite ma him, friend. 
But this is not the worſt, I ween, 3005 
Calvinian reprobation being, 5 ; 
A downright, (as Toplady faith, ) (2) 
Appointment to eternal death; 
80 „ Fredeſtination, (thus ſays he,) 
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Without admitting reprobation 
To death” eternal or damaation. 
But what, (I aſk again,) could be 
More contrary to equity, | 
And juſtice, James, than to ordain 3615 
To conſcious, and eternal pain, 
Millions of unborn infants thro” 
off The dreadful, horrid medium tab, 
Of unavoidablèe tranſgreſſion? 
And all this merely on th' occation, 
Of ſeminal, unconſcious ſin? 
A fourth defect, (my neighbour) in 
Your argument 1s this, that you 
Confound together in one view, 
And Calvin's imputation blend _ $02.5, 
With that which is ſcriptural, friend. 
And this appears to be the caſe 
Both as to fin and righteouſneſs. 
; If God, (my friend,) imputed itn. 
PO To Adam's unborn offspring, in 3630 
5 Their ſeminal eſtate, it was | 
Becauſe they ſinned in that caſe ; 
__ God's imputation always is 
According to ſtrict righteouſnets, = 
And naked truth, my friend, he ne er 3035 
Sees that in men which is not there, | 
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To life, cannot maintained be, 3619 


102 A MODERN FAMILIAR 
When Adam actually had 

Tainted his ſoul with fin, and made, 

His body mortal, all his ſons, 8 
Exiſting then within his loins, 204.0 
Sinful became as well as he | 
And ſubject to mortality; 

And therefore with ftrict juſtice he 

Might to them all impute (we ſee). 


Sinfulneſs and mortality. 5 3045 : 


That is, he might account them there 

All to be what they really were; 

Namely, depraved as a ſeed, 

And mortal, like their mortal liead. 
On th' other hand the ſcripture faith (a) 3650 

Whoe'er partake of living faith, 6 

It ſhall to them imputed be, 

For righteouſneſs and purity ; 

The reaſon, James, of this is plain, 


Becauſe it can't be there in vain ; 3655 


Wherever genuine faith prevails, 
Tis certain truth, it never fails 

To work by love, and more or leſs 
Produce the fruits of righteouſneſs. 


When therefore God (as ſeripture faith) ( b) 3660 


For righteouſneſs imputeth faith; 

Or to believers, (i if you chuſe 

My friend, a diff *rent phraſe to uſe) 
Imputeth righteouſneſs, tis clear 


He only reckons that is there, 3665 


Which truly is in fact, that is 

A meaſure of true righteouſneſs, 
According (as the bible faith) (c) 
To their degree of genuine faith. 


Here, James, obſerve on this oc ſiion, 3670 


How different is this imputation, 

This righteous imputation, friend, 

From that which Calviniſts defend ? 

A cruel imputation this, 

By which God repreſented is, 3675 

(a) Rom, iv, 5. 9. 11, &c, (5) Rom, iv, 5, &c. (c) James ii. 22. 
„„ 8 
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And that the ſon ſhall never die, 


RELICGIOVUS CONVERSATION, 103 
As dooming arbitrarily, | 


By unconditional decree, 


'That myriads of unformed men 


Shall fo be charged with a ſin, 
They ne'er committed confcioutly 3080 
In their own perſons, as to be, 
In perſon, and for ever, James, 
_ Tormented in devouring flames! 
Your argument to us ſeems til] 
More inconcluſive and futile, _ 3985 
As *tis no leſs contrary to 
The ſcriptures, fairly taken thro”, 
Than *tis no reaſon's dictates, friend, 
(As all may fee who will attend, ) 


For who can, James, (I aſk it ſtill) 2690 


Fully, and fairly, reconcile, 

Your doctrine of the reprobate, 
With all thoſe texts which intimate, 
This proverb, us'd too much before Os 
In Iſrael, ſhall be us'd no more, (d) 3095 


Becauſe four grapes the fathers ear, 
The children's teeth on edge are ſet ; 


(At leaſt, James, not eternally) 
For his bad fire's iniquity. (e) 
That the Lord's mercies wide extend 
O'er all his various works, my friend; (//) 


Until deſpis'd, provok'd free-grace, 


To vengeance, and juſt wrath give place; 


That he wills not primarily, 3705 
The death of any foul to ſee; 


But on the other hand, he wou'd 

Have all men to return to God, 

Embrace their kind redeeming Saviour, 

And ſhare forgiving grace and favour. 3710 
From all thoſe obſervations, I 

Have here advanc'd in my reply, 

Tis plain to all who will attend, 


Your magnify'd Dilemma friend, 


9. 
0 


(4) Eck. xviii, 2. 3. (e) Brck xviti, 20, (f) Pſalm cxlv. 
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No other praiſe or title claims, 
'T han that of a mere Sophij! n, James, 


Thus having view'd your famous char ge, 


And anſwer'd ev'ry point at large, 

And fairly too, I think, 1 now 

Will venture 10 retort the blow; 

And ſhew to each impartial man, 
That on the Calviniſtic plan, 

Ot boundleſs wrath, and narrow grace, 
Towards the unhappy human race; 
Of unavoidable falvation, 

And UnaVOdable damriation ; _ 

'Fhis finiſh'd for the moiſt, rejected, 
That finiſh'd for a few elected ; 

Each attribute of deity, 

(Ev'n not excepting ſovereig enty,) 
Receive (1 fay; upon this plan, 

A partial, or a total ſtain, - 
What of God's goodneſs muſt become, 
If all the tokens he gives ſome, 

Ot this {weet attribute divine, 

Re only givin with this defign, 

More to enhance their ſouls undoing, 
And deeper plunge in endleſs ruin! 2 

Or that they but intended are 

To cait a falſe deceitful] glare 

Upon his cverlaſting wrath, 

Which dooms them to eternal death ?— 
What of his mercy, which diſplays 
Itfelf o'er all his works, he ſays, (g/ 
If raillions of his creatures are 
Excluded from the ſmalleſt ſhare, 

By his own abſolute decree, 

And that from all eternity! — 

What of his u muſt 8 

It he with unrelenting doom, 


Sentence, (molt dreadful, James, to tel 1) 


Mxriads on myriads 3 1 to hell, 


2) Pſa 1 cxlv. 9. 
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REriciovs CONVERSATION. 105 
To groan beneath his heavy ire, 
And dwell with everlaſting fire ; 
Becauſe they've not believed on 3755 
The name of his beloved ſon; 
When if they had believed, neighbour, 
He was their Jeſus, and their i 
(If you be right, none can deny.) 
They had believ'd a monſtrous lie; 3760 
And claim'd a priviledge, which they 
Have no more right to, James, I ſay, 
(As all impartial men muſt own) 
Than J have to the Britiſh crown !— 
Where, neighbour, on * ſcheme would be 376 5 
God's attribute veracity © 
W hat would become, James, of the truth 


Of his own word, and his own oath, 


Which /ays, and bears, my friend, that he 
Delights not in the miſery | 3770 
Of his poor creature man, but wou'd 
He rather ſhould return to God; (5) 

If notwithſtanding all he ſays, 

To moſt, he ne'er gives means, or grace, 


Sufficient to avoid his wrath,  _ 3775 


And to eſcape eternal death! ? 
If he to every creature ſend ( i) 
His own ambaſſadors, my friend, 
To tell them without heſitation, _ 


All things for their compleat ſalvation, 3780 


Are ready now, (&) and that with eaſe, 
They may receive it if they pleaſe ; 
When nought (if truth be fairly told) 
But Tophet i is prepar'd of old, 


For far the greateſt part of thoſe Wo 3 


On whom they this falſe tale impoſe! — 

Nay further, what becomes on this - - 
Strange ſcheme of yours, God's holineſs ? 
If he indeed, as you pretend, 


In order to ſecure the end, 3700 


(D) Ezek. xxxili. 11. (i) * xvi, 15. (4) Luke xiv, 17, 
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Oft his decree of reprobation, 
W hich is the reprobates damnation, 
And with ſome ſhow of juſtice, James, 
Condemn them to eternal flames; 
1 fay (my friend) if he ordains, 3795 
And abſolutely fix the means, NT 
Of this dire end beyond redreſs, 
That is, their /n and wickedneſs ?— 
What of his 201 den muſt come, 
If he addreſs himſelf (as ſome, 23800 
Their doctrinal refinements ſtate) 
And ſeriouſly expoſtulate, 
With ſouls, in all reſpects, as dead 
As corpſe from whom the {pirit's fled ! 
And if he gravely urge to faith _ 3805 
And penitence, t avoid his wrath, 
_ Perſons, who can perform the thing, 
No more, than fiſh can ſpeak and ting !— 
Again, my friend, what would, (think you, 
Become of his long- -ſuffering too, 3810 
If it appears, he only wait „ 
To make the ſinner's damn'd eſtate, 
More damned ſtill, and plunge 88 James, 
Still deeper in vindictive flames; 
And not a longer time t' afford, 381 5 
(Tho! 'tis declar'd ſo in his word,) (1) 
J eſcape his wrath and gain falvation, 
From fo perverſe a generation.— 
Where too on Calvin's n would he: 
God's attribute of equity? 2020 
If Adam, aud his conſort Eve, : 
Forgiving mercy could receive, 
Who wantonly with deſperate ſtroke, 
Their duty perſonally broke . 
And ruſhed out of Paradiſe, EE is 
Into this howling wildernels ; 8 
Yet there's no mercy to be had, 
For millions of their hapleſs ſeed. 
(1) 2 Peter iii. 9. 9 
| Who 
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Who in a wretched ſtate forlorn, | 
Of fin and miſery were born, 38 30 
And never had the power to chuſe 
The good, the evil to refuſe, 
And conſequently (neighbour) 1 in 
This caſe could ne'er have perſ*nal fin,— 
And what of his omniſcience too, 3835 
Becomes, if he cannot foreknow _ 5 
Future contingencies? If he 
To foretell auglit with certainty, 
The fore: ſeen fact muſt firſt decree. | 5 
Jo happen of neceſſity; 3840 
Or otherwiſe, he muſt in fact, | 
Himſelf perform the foretold act; 
Now was not Nero, in effect, 
As wiſe himſelf in this reſpect ? 
Could he not, think you, very well, 3845 
With eaſe, and certainty, foretell 
_ Phoebe, ſhould not remain a maid, 
When he a fix'd intention had _ 
To raviſh her himſelf ? Might he 
Not very ealily foreſee, = | 3850 
And ſo foretell with certainty, | 
That SENECA ſhould never die 
A common natural death, when he 
Reſolv'd to kill him inftantly ?— 
And, might he hot with eaſe foretell, 3855 
' Cr15Pvs into a pit ſhould fall, us 
If he was forc'd to run a race, 
At darkeſt midniglit, in a place, 
Where pits fo cloſe and frequent lay, | . 
Twas hard Yavoid them in the day ?!= 3860 
Or what old-wife did you &er know, #2 
Could not preciſely point out too, 
When ſuch a filly tale would be. 
(And where) related, James, if ſhe, „ 
Determined at any rate, 3865 
She would herſelf the tale relate, 
Or make ſome child ſupply her need, 
And tell the ſtory in her ſtead ;— 
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108 A Mob BERN FAMILIAR 
Where muſt too, if your ſcheme be ſound, 


God's Loving-kindneſſes be found, 
Which have of old been ever ſeen, 


Towards the favour'd ſons of men ?— 
And where, in this caſe too would be 


His ſtrict Impartiality? 


If moſt men abſolutely hated 
For Adam's fin, and reprobated, 


Are never plac'd on this occaſion, 


In a ſtate of per/onal probation ? 


Are they not us'd by God with far, 
Leſs kindneſs, James, than Devils are ? 


Who every one were try'd and fell 
For perſonal offence to hell; 


And undergo their dreadful loſs, 
In conſequence of their own choice. 
Aſtoniſhing indeed, my friend! 


The Son of God ſhould cer deſcend 
From heav'n above, and here be known 
Fleſh of the fleſh, bone of the bone, 


Of countleſs millions ev'n of them, 


Who on the Calviniſtic ſcheme, 
Were ne'er indulg*d by him fo far 
With kindneſs as the Devils were! 


What an hard-hearted kinſman then, 


To myriads of his fellow-men, 


Does Calvin repreſent our Lord ? 


*Tis ſhocking, James! tis moſt abſurd ! 


Suppoſe that ſatan in his room, 
By incarnation had become 


Our kinſman, and by this means got 


Right of redemption ; would he not, 
Hs acted like himſelf, = he: 


Had left a vaſt majority, 
_ Evn in the depth of endleſs woe; 


And further, James, not only ſo, 
But to enhance their miſery, 


Contriv'd to let them clearly lee, 


How partial in the fame reſpect, 


He. ſhew'd himſelf towards tht elet,— 


3670 
3875 
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Where ſhall we his fair-dealing ſee, 


It fin and iniquity, he e 


Declare to be the ſole occafion, 
Of pain, and grief, and ſure damnation; 
Vet the moſt horrid fin, (as late 
Calvinian authors intimate) 

To ſome ev'n work for good, (as ſays 

ie, , o OS 2915 

And are by God made an beende, 1 
IThro' Chriſt t' accomplith their ſalvation. 

And where {hall hone//y appear, 
If ev'n the God of truth we hear, 

Promiſe, that every family == 2920 
On earth, in Chriſt ſhall bleſſed be, (. 
When he has curſed (on your ſcheme) 

A vait majority of them, 

With a decree of reprobation, 


(And that too from the world's foundation,) 3925 


Which quite excludes them from al! gout 

Or ſmalleſt intereſt in the Saviour. — 

Nay what, ev'n of his Soverergnty 

Itſelf becomes, James, if it be, | 

From thoſe mild attributes disjoin'd, 3030 
By which *tis qualify'd, my friend ? 

If *ris in a more dreadful light, 

Held forth to the aſtoniſh'd ſicht 

Of millions, than the ſovereignty 

Of Babel's Ning appear'd to be, (o) 3935 
10 Daniel's friends on Dura's plain; 

When ſwoln with rage, and high diſdain, 

In furious fret, and raging ſtorm, 

His angry viſage chang'd it's form, 


And he in wrathful mood decreed, 5 3940 


They ſhould the hery furnace feed. 
For they their body's life, might (James,) 
Have fav'd from the devouring flames, 
Would they the image but adore, 


\Which was a thing within their power ; i 3945 


( See Mr, Hill's five letters to Mr, Fletcher, Letter 4. (A) 
(en, Xii, z. &, {o) Nebuchadnezzar, See Dan, 111, 19, &c. 
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And endleſs happineſs upon 


The good works by Chriſt Jeſus done; 
Diſpenſing bliſs eternal, thro” 


But a poor Calvinian reprobate, 


Can ne'er eſcape at any rate; 
The horrible decree is paſt, 


Which ties him up from firſt to laſt ; 
And ſpite of all he e'er can do, 3950 
His worſt, and beſt endeavours too, | 


Body and ſou], muſt down in hell, 
With everlaſting burnings dwell, — 


Can God infinite power partake, 


It he free-agents cannot make, | 3935 


Or creatures veſted with Free- will, 


By which to chooſe, or good, or ill ? 


And where's his wiſdom, if when made, 


He cannot rule, o'errule, perſuade, 
Reward, or punith them, but he 3960 
Muſt bind them with neceſſity, 5 

Or abſolute conſtraint, and ſo 

His own beſt handy-work undo ? 

That is, they mult by him, James, 8 
Diveſted of Free- agen, 3965 

Which is (beyond all diſputation,) 

His maſter- piece in the creation. — 


Where too, upon your ſcheme, would be 


Evn God's immutability? . 
O'er which Calvinians fondle __ 3970 


And make ſo very much ado; 


If after he ſuſpended had, 
On our ee actions, good or bad, 


Eternal Joys, and endleſs woe, 


And this ev'n all the bible thro? ; 3975 | 


Yet notwithſtanding we ſhould find, 


8 At laſt, he ſo far chang'd his mind, 


That in the day of judgment, he 
Suſpended endleſs miſery, 
On Adam's evil deeds alone; 


The neceſſary medium too, 


Of faith and holineſs, my friend, 3985 


Forc'd upon ſome men to the end, And 


3 
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And endleſs grief conferring thro” 
The zeceſſary medium too. 
Of ſin, and unbelief, to th' end 
Forc'd upon all the reſt, my friend. — 3990 
And to conclude, James, how ſhall we 
On your ſcheme, ever able be, 
To praiſe the Lord our God, for his 
 Invariable faithfulneſs, | 


If it appear apparent ſtill, 3995 


That his unknown, his ſecret will, 

And public declarations, are 

At an almoſt-perpetual war; 

And if your doctrines, in the ſtrain, 

_ Of tl Poet (p) tempt us to complain, 4000 
* He's like the Protean Seer of old, 

& I know not how I muſt him hold ;” 

Inſtead of prompting us to ſay, 

With David in his pious lay; 

For ever, and for ever, Lord, 4005 
Thy holy, pure, and ſacred word, 

Is /ettled firm, in heaven above, 

Thy faithfulneſs, ſhall never move, 

But ſtedfait, certain, fix'd, and ſure, 


To endleſs ages ſhall endure ? (9) 4010 


„ A MES. 

1 wonder, Dick, when all is paſt, 
What ſyſtem ſuits your curious taſte, 
Says James; will you be pleas'd to give 
An abſtract, friend, of your belief! 


And to our view impartial ſpread, 4015 


The frame of your religious creed? 


(p) © Neſcio quo teneam mutantem Protea nodo ; that is, he 


« js like Proteus! I know not how to hold him: Whether 
„ by his ſecret will, which has abſolutely predeſtinated mil- 


s lions of men to neceſſary fin, and eternal damnation ; or 


&© by his revealed will, which declares, that he willeth not 
© primarily that any man ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould be 
ce eternally ſaved, by working out their ſalvation according 


&© to the talent, of vil! and poxver which he gives to every 
« man to profit withal,” 5 FrETSRHER. 


(9) Pfalm. cxix, 89. 90, 
You 
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t12 A MODERN FAMILIAR 
Lou ſeem to me, my friend, about 


Theſe matters, to have deeply thought, 
[ therefore, ſhould be glad to hear 
A full, particular, and clear 4020 


_ Deſcription, of the ſcheme which you 


Believe, as orthodox and true. 


RICHAR D. 


With all my heart, (ſays Richard,) I 
Am very willing to comply, WES. 
In this reſpect to do my beſt, 4025 


To fatisfy my friend's requeſſ. 


The CREED of thoſe, whom the C A. VINISTS 
generally denominate ARMINIANS, 


Firſt then, I do believe there is 


One God, poſſeſt of perfect bliſs ; 


A holy and a happy being, 
All-wiſe, all-powerful, and all- ſeeing ; 4030 


In faithfulneſs and truth compleat, 
Supremely good, ſupremely great, 


Eternal, omnipreſent, pure, 
Powerful his word, his promiſe lure, = 
Immutable and juſt 3 ne, | 4035 
His ways, are ways of equity; | 
Of pitiful and gracious mind, 
Long-ſuffering, merciful and kind, 
W hate'er is wiſeſt, holieſt, beſt, 1 
Of every pefect good poſſeſt. . 4040 
{next believe, my friend, that ne 


Made every being which we ſee, 
Produc'd from nothing, every creature, 
Tir Almighty Father of all nature; 


That ſtill his Providence preſides, _ 4045 
Over all, ſupports, preſerves, and guides 


That every good his creatures ſhare, 


The bleſſings of his bounty are; 


And that the creatures every one, 


Depend on him and him alone, 55 
| | In 
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In Jeſus Chriſt God's only Son, 
Equal, and with the Father one, 
I next believe; that urg'd by love 
He left the bliſsful realms above, 
Aſſum'd our nature, liv'd, was ſlain, 4055 
And taſted death for every man; (7) 
That having thus reſign'd his breath, 
He roſe, and triumph'd over death; 
Again aſcended up on high, 
Aſſum'd his throne above the ſky ; 4060 
Where he remains with God to 44 e 
And for the ſinner intercede. 
Theſe further truths too I receive, 
I in the Holy-Ghoſt believe, e 
Who with the Father and the Son, 4065 
In heav'n are three, and yet but one? 
That God thro' JE sUs, can below 
Forgive repenting ſinners now; 
That when this fleeting world is paſt, FC 
God will our bodies raiſe at laſt, 40e 
Where they (if good) as ſays his word (0 
Shall live ſor ever with the Lord. 
To look yet deeper in this matter, 
Reſpecting God's moſt gracious nature, 
The following ſentiments are mine; 4075 
That all the attributes divine, 
Always, invariably agree, 
And act in perfect harmony. 
God's ſow'reignty then never can, 
Oppoſe his goodneſs, I maintain, 4080 
His Juſtice never can invade, 
The ſchemes his Love and I Mercy laid ; 
His boundleſs power can ne'er in fact, 
Contrary to his wiſdom at; 
And ſo, my friend, of all the reſt, 
Of which the Godhead is poſſeſt. 
I think this needs muſt be allowed, 
Reſpecting the attributes of God; 


) Heb, „ii. 9. (/) 1 Theſ. 5 19. | 
L | For 


4085 
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For if a God all mercy muſt (t) 
Of conſequence be a God unjuſt ; 
It follows then without dittortion, | 
By the ſame rule of juſt proportion, 
If he's a God al! Juſtice, he 
A God, unmerciful muſt be; 
It Sovereignty preſide alone, 

His Love and Goodneſs muſt be gone ; 
I only boundleſs Power prefide, 
His Wiſdom muſt be laid aſide; 
And therefore, neighbour, I conclude 
This propoſition firm and good, 
That all God's attributes, in fact, 
In per:ect concert always act, 
Ne'er interfere, oppoſe, diſclaim, 
Infringe or thwart each other's aim, 
But ſweetly each with each agree, 
And will do to Eternity : 
But if one attribute divine, 
Can with ſuperior luſtre ſhine, 
Above the reſt, tis GooDNESS ; this 
God's beſt-belov'd perfection is; 
It ſeems, it only ſeems to be 
The darling of the Deity, 

His firſt, his chief, ee 2 delight, 
And more than infinite—” 
Without this he could never prove, 
The object of our praiſe or love; 
Were he not Good, th' unhappy he 
Would never be concern'd to ſee; 
Would ne'er regard affliction's cry, 
Or notice when the Guiltleſs die : 
Eternal Juſtice then would be 

„ But everlaſting cruelty;? 
Wiſdom divine, but craft immenſe; 
His Power, Almighty violence. 
Goodneſs ! delightful ſound ! 'tis this 
Which conſtitutes him what he is; 
And thoſe who will deny, that ne 


4090 


4095 


4100 


4105 


4110 


4115 


4120 


4125 


Is goodneſs in the higheſt degree, ( Unwit- 


() See Young's Night-thoughts ; night 4. 
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(Unwittingly, or by deſign,) 
His very God-head undermine. () 4130 

The ſacred pages clearly ſhew 
What I of Goodneſs ſay is true, 
Full proof for my aſſertion bring, 
And ſweetly teach the truth 1 ing. 3 
She me thy glory, Moſes cry q; (v). 4135 
His gracious Maker thus reply'd, 
Pl make my Goodneſs paſs before thee ; 3. 
Obſerve, his goodneſs, is his glory; _ 
Tell me, fays Moſes, what's thy name? (w) 
Hark, don't you hear the Lord proclaim, 4140 
A name might ev'n deſpair controul, 
And chear the liſt'ning Sinners ſoul ; 
The Lord, to pity ſtill inclin'd, 
„ Long- ſuffering, merciful and kind.” - 
Of truth and goodneſs full o erfiowing 4145 
Mercy on thouſands ſtill beſtowing 
Forgiving ſtill, our fouls to win, 
Tranſgreſſion, iniquity, ſin.— (x) 
Hear how affectionately, he | 
Deſires that we may happy be; 4150 
Deploring 1 in pathetic ſtrain, | 
The folly of his creature man, 
Who (when he kindly waits to bleſs) 
Refuſes heav'n, and happineſs. 
O ſinners turn, why will ye die ? 60 4.155 
** Your Maker kindly aſks you why? 
L rather would your fins forgive; 
Much rather that your ſouls ſhould live; 
By my own life I ſwear, that I. 480 
No pleaſure have that you ſhould die; (2) 
O turn ye, turn ye, and receive 
"Thoſe bleſſings which J wait to give; 
O turn, ye ſinners, turn, for why, 
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(A) See Mr. Pomfret, on tlie Divine attribute of Goodneſs. ( 


Exod, xxxijii. 18. 19. (20) Exod. ili, 13. (x) Exod, xxxiv. 
6. 7. (Y)) Ezek. xviii. 23. 31. 32. (z) Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 
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ON why will ye for ever die ? | 4165 
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J never willingly am ſeen 


A4“ afflict or grieve the ſons of men; (a) 


« Mercy is charming in my ſight, 
My pleaſant work my dear delight, (3) 


*© But wrath and puniſhment ſevere, 41/0 


«c 


My ſtrange unpleaſing actions are; 0 
O would the ſons of men be wiſe (4) 
And hearken to my kind advice; 

O was there in them ſuch a heart, (e) 
« From fin and folly to depart ; e 


40 


+ To ſerve me with a holy fear; 


My gracious words attentive hear; 
„Love me the Lord their God, and gilt 
* Perform the dictates of my will; 


That it might well and happy be, 14660 
With them and their poſterity, ( 


„Nov, and to all eternity: 


How can I give the ſinners up; 


* How utterly deprive of hope 


Ho make them bear my dreadful ire; 4185 
And doom them to eternal fire; 


„My heart is turn'd within my breaſt ( FF]: 
„To think the finners ſo diſtreſt ; 
% My bowels ſound in-tendereſt rain, 


And yearn o'er poor unhappy men; 4190 
view them loſt in fin and:thame, 


e And pity kindles to a flame; 


„ I will not therefore exerciſe 


« My wrath, or let mine anger riſe ; oy 
My fury I will not employ, 4195 


Or Sinners ſuddenly deſtroy, 


„ For I (who vengeance thus reſtrain,) 
« Am God, and not revengeful man: 
I therefore will ſuſpend their fate, 


„And with unwearied patience Wait; (8) 4200 


It they repent I will forgive ; (#) 
If they return, T will receive; (i) 


(a) Lam, iii. 33. (5) Mic. vii. 18. Jer. ix. 24. (c) Iſai, 


xXVviii, 21, (4) Deut. xxxil. 29, Pſal, Ixxxi. 13. (e) Deut. 


v. 29. Ifai, xlviii. 18. (/) Hof. xi. 8. 9. (g) 2 Pet. ji, 9. 
(5 Ezek. xviii. 30, (i) Ifai, Iv, 7. 


Will 
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<« Will they but know their gracious day, 4 
They never ſhall be caſt away; (/) 
© They ſhall my grace and goodneſs prove, 4205 
„ And ſweetly taſte that Gor 1s Love.” (m) 
This, as to God's moſt gracious nature — 
As to his dealings with the creature, 
I next believe, whate'er God has : 
Done, or decreed to come to pals ; 4210 
He has decreed and acted this, 
According, (James,) to what he is; 
And not ſuch matters ROPE about, 
According to what he is not: e 
And ſo of conſequence, that ne 4215 
No creature ever could decree, 
(Who are in a capacity 

Holy and happy (James, to be F. 
For any end but to poſſeſs  _ 
Both holineſs and happineſs. _ 4220 
T hat as their being and well-being (Jem) 
Proceed from, and depend on him, 
The harmony (in this deſign) 

Of every attribute divine, x es 

Require (beyond a doubt) that he | 4225. 

Exert his high authority, ae 

By ſovereign command, that they 
To him a ſtrict obedience pay; 
And on the other hand, that he 
Reward ſuch acts with Equity, 


2% 
And towards them ſuch favour ſhew mY 
As is to ſuch obedience due. (2) 
In other words, require it muſt, , 
As God is wile, and good, and juſt, 
Such creatures ſhould, on ſuch occaſion, 4235 


Stand in a Covenant- relation, 
To their creator, and that they: | 
Should each to each behave, (I ſay,) 


(4) Luke ain. 4%. tO John vi. 37. () 1 John iv. 4 1 
(A) That is, due, not on the foot of any Proper but improper 


merit, in conſequence of God's own moſt gracious promile ; 
See Rev. 111. 4. 5. i 
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- Maker and made on this occaſion 
According to ſuch a relation. 
That if theſe favour'd creatures ſhou'd, 
Behave unworthy of the good 
Conferr'd on them in ſuch relation; 
(That is, if they on this occaſion, 
Should not perform thoſe duties, James, 
Their Covenant-relation claims, 
Which duties are conditions, friend, 
On which its benefits depend;) 
And ſorfeit by ſuch bad behaviour, 


5 


Their gracious Cov'nant-maker's favour ; 


1 fay, my friend, on this occaſion, 
_ God's love, his mercy and compaſſion, 
With other attributes combin'd, 5 


Require, that he ſome means ſhould find, 


All paſt offences to forgive; 

And ſuch offenders to retrieve, 

Into ſome ſtate of freſh probation, 

In a new-covenant relation, 

Suppoſing that ſuch favours, he 

Can ſhew to them conſiſtently, 

Without a real violation, ages 

Of Truth and Juſtice on th' occaſion. 

But here, James, pray take notice now ; 

This obligation does not flow 

From any Covenant-relation, 

Bargain, compact, or ſtipulation, 

Which actually, (my friend) between 

The parties to ſubſiſt is ſeen ; 5 
But ſprings from that relation rather, 

Subſiſting ' twixt a Child and Father ; 

»Twixt ſuch a Being and his Author, 

Such Creature and his kind Creator. 

Again, my friend, in this deſign 
Ev'n every attribute divine, 

Acting in perfect harmony, 

Require, that this New-covenant be 

Made ſuit in all reſpects by heaven, 
The ſtate of thoſe to whom 'tis giv'n; 


9 


278. 


That 
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That-i is, that every promiſe * 'Y 
In quality and quantity * ©4280 1 

Suited to their neceſſity; 

That each condition, duty, term, 

Hereby requir'd they ihould perform, 

In this new-covenant-relation, . 
Be ſuch, as in their fituation, _ 4285 

(BY thoſe abilities, which they 

oſſeſs as Rationals, I ſay, _ 

And other helps, by gracious heav'n 

Mhich are or ſhall to "them be giv n) „ 
Theſe highly favour'd creatures may 4290 
Be able to perform, I ſay. (0) N e 
But to be more particular ſtill, 
Reſpecting all the good and ill, 
Which heaven to manifeſt i is ſeen 
Towards the numerous ſons of men, 4295 
1 next believe, — Th' Almighty made 
Adam our Sire and natural head, 
1 Perfect, according to his nature, 
= | A holy and a happy creature; _ ns 
With power, ſufficiently endow'd, 4300 

Whereby he might have firmly ſtood ; 

And in this equitable caſe, | 

(Aſſiſted by creating grace, ) 

Left him to chooſe, or good, or ill, 

According to his own Free-will ; 4355 
He fell, and by this fall of his, 1 
Depriv'd himſelf of priſtine bliſs ; 
Off ſinleſs, pure, immortal, he 

Became ſubjected (as we e,) 

'Fo ſin, pain, and mortality; 

At the ſame time, James, all his ſeed, 
Exiſting in him as their head, 

As making part of him, in act 
Were real partakers of the act; 

And ſinned in him as a ſeed, WY © 

Exifting in their natural head ; 


4310 


% See Mr, Oliver's anſwer to Mr, Hill, entitled a Scourge 


And 


to Calumny, page 145. 146. 
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And ſo of conſequence we ſee, |: 
Sinful became, as well as he, 
And ſubject to mortality; 1 
This being then his ſituation, 14320 
God doubtleſs might, on this occaſion, 
Have int doom'd him to damnation, 
And all his unbegotten ſons, 
Exiſting then within his loins, 
Have puniſh d with him as 4 feed, . 
Exiſting in their finful head. 8 
I think, this % ˖ have been the caſe, 
With Adam and his unborn race, 
If God, my friend, had not deſign'd 
T' extend his grace to all mankind ; 4330 
And place his ſeed in a better ſtation, 
In a ſtate of perſonal probation ; 
Eternal Juſtice, in this caſe, 
_ Requiring for his unborn race, | 
If God did puniſh them, that ge 4335 
Should puniſh them with equity, 
 Ev'n as a ſeed as they had ſinn'd; 
As I obſerv'd before, my friend. 
For God would ne'er have ſuffer'd Adam, 
As he in his own perſon had 'em, 4340 
To have propagated, in this caſe, 
A linful, wretched, helpleſs race, 
And giv'n them perſonal being, in 2, 
A ſtate of neceſſary fin, 
W hereby they could have only been, 4 
Fix'd in a curſed ſituation, 
Daily t' increaſe their own damnation, 
A nuiſance to their fellow-creature, 
And vile diſhonour to their maker. | 
But bleſſed be our God, this cale 4350 
Has not befallen the human race ; 
No, mov'd by his own gracious nature, 
He had kinder thoughts towards his creature; 


« When man was loſt, Lovk look'd about, 
« To lee what kelp i in Earth, or Sky, 4355 
T5 In 
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* In vain, for none appear'd without, 
«« The help did in his boſom lie; 
Accordingly, ſuch was his grace, 
And favour for the human race, - 
Eternal wiſdom found a plan, 4360 
Juſtice t' appeaſe, yet reſcue man; 
He gave his only ſon we find, (F) 
To taſte of death, for all mankind, (4) 
I' atone-ev!n for the ſin of all, ((' F) 
And raiſe them from their fatal fall. 4305 
But here it may be needful, friend, 
My thoughts a little more t' extend, 
And ſhew as clearly as I can, 
My notion of Redemption's plan. 
And firſt then, I-take notice, neighbour, . * 4370 
That JesUs CnRIsT our bleſſed ſaviour, _ 
Came not to move the God of grace, 
To love th' unhappy human race; 
No, this already was the caſe; 
Tt was th' eternal Father's Love, (/) — 1375 
That ſent the Saviour from above; ; 
His wiſdom, James, found out the plan 
His love ſupply'd the means to man; 
He gave his ſon who liv'd and dy'd, 5 
That juſtice might be ſatisfy d. 4380 
And that a way might open'd be | 
dinners to ſave conſiſtently, _ 
According to his wiſe deſign, 
With every attribute divine. 
I next obſerve; God in this caſe 4385 
Did not diveſt the human race, 
Of their Free-agency, my friend ; 
This thing he never could intend ; 
No; JESUS CHRIST was never giv'n, 
To drag ſome, neck and heels to Heav'n, 4 390 
And take the reſt of thoſe that fell, 
And hurl them neck and heels to hell; 
God never could on ſuch a pla, 
In righteouſneſs have judged man; He 
() John iii. 16. 2) Heb. ii. 9. (7) 1 John ii. 2. (/) John 


III. 16. 
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He never could on ſuch a ſcheme, 4395 
Have puniſh'd or rewarded them 

With wiſdom, or with equity; 

It incompatible would be, 


This inconſiſtent ſcheme, my friend, 


With a day of judgement in th' end. "4460" 
I therefore think it very plain, 


That the Free-agency of man, 


With all things which in any-wiſe, 


It neceſſarily implies, | 
ls not ſubverſive of the honour 4405 
And glory of the bounteous donor; 


For ſurely God in ſuch a caſe, 1 
Would ne'er have giv'n the human race, 
A Power which inconſiſtent was | | 
With the glory of his own Free-Grace; 4410 
But as he has thought fit to give it, (7) _ 


It doubtleſs is conſiſtent with it. 


I therefore next believe, the aim 


With which the bleſſed ſaviour came, 


Was by no means in any wiſe, 4415 
As ſome erroneouſly ſurmiſe, : 
To force ev'n one of human race, 


To a happy or unhappy place; 
But firſt, his aim appears t' have been, 


To put away original fin, 4420 
Again renew our 4 ng powers, : 
And make a day of mercy ours ; 


To raiſe us to a better ſtation, 
Plac'd in a ſtate of freſh probation, 


Under better helps and promiſes, dans 
Than Adam did at firſt poſſeſs. 

In other words t' expreſs the caſe — ) 

Chriſt dy'd for all the human race, 


Firſt, that they every one might here, 


A TEMPoRARY REDEMPTION ſhare, 4.4.30 


() The Author does not underſtand what ſome call Natural 
Free-will; he believes that all the Free-will to good which 
any of the human race enjoy, has been reſtored to them 
fince the fall, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, («) See Mr, 
Fletcher's Fictitious and Genuine Creed, Page 15. — 4 
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And each be put into poſſeſſion, 

Of an INITIAL (v) Salvation; 
Theſe bleſſings, which for every man, 
Chriſt abſolutely did obtain; 


Are unconditional, my friend, | 4435 


And do not on our choice agen. 

Next, that he dy'd with an intention, 
That a particular redemption, 

Or final and compleat ſalvation, 


Should be obtain'd on this occaſion, 4440 5 


 Conditionally, James, I ſay, 
For all th' adult who him obey; 
And thro' their day of tryal ſtand 
Faithful and true to his command. 


But that ww:thout condition he _ 4445 


For thoſe who die in infancy, 

Campleat ſalvation did procure, 

And firmly for their ſouls ſecure. 

*T will follow hence, all thoſe that be, 

Vet in a ſtate of infancy, 5 4450 
Are in a juſtified ſtation, 
And certain of their foul's ſalvation ; 
(That is, ſuppoſing they ſhould die, ” 
While in their ſtate of infancy ;) 

So ſays the great Apoſtle Paul; (ww) 
As condemnation came on all 
The race of men by Adam's fall, 
So free juſtification came 5 
On all mankind though Chriſt the Lamb 8 
Thus Jeſus ſhed his blood t' atone 4400 
For that orig'nal ſin of one, 
Which had before involv'd, we — 
His ſeed in fin and miſerß; 

So that of conſequence none will 


4455 


E'er for this crime be doom'd to hell, 4465 


Tho' from this bitter root I know, 

All preſent temporal evils flow, 

Which mortals, good or bad muſt have, 5 
Betwixt the cradle and the grave. 


(v) That is, Salvation begun. (20) Rom. v. 18. 


Again z ; 
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Again; reſpecting thoſe, my friend, 4470 
Who years of reaſon have attain'd, | 


It follows next, Chriſt came theſe might 


Receive a ſeed of ſaving light; 
(Which I obſerv'd before to be 
The caſe with all in infancy, _ 4475 
Who by this ſaving light of God, e 
Are with capacities endow'd, 
For their Redeemer's ſake, to che 
The good, the evil to refuſe Y 5 
And that they ſhould, in ſuch a caſe, 4480 
Be favour'd with a day of grace, 


Call'd by the ſcriptures on occaſion, 


ITh' accepted time, th' day of falvation ; (x) 
That during this their gracious day, 

Ev'n ev'ry child of Adam may, EP 
(At every time, in every place) | 
Secure, thro* God's aſſiſting grace, 

Ev'n that aſſiſting grace, Which heav'n 
For Chriſt's fake unto all has giv'n;) : 
Whilſt here below their maker's love, 4490 
And endleſs happineſs above. | 
But next; if theſe in ſuch a caſe, 

Should fin againſt their ſeed of grace, 
And forfeit, James, on that occaſion, | 
This firft degree of their ſalvation ; 4495 
Chriſt came that they (the ſcripture ſaith,) (y) 
Might by exerting living faith, 
In Jeſus who had liv'd and dy'd 
For them, again be juſtify'd, „ 
That if they would on him depend, 4.500 
Continue ſtedfaſt to the end, (z) 
And faithful unto death would be, 
They thould be fav'd eternally, 

But that if they would not believe, | 
And when they might his grace receive, 4505 
That they ſh »uld ſurely periſh in CE Ng. 
Their ways, and ſuffer for their ſin. 


(x) Iſai, xlix, 8. 2 Cor. vi. 2. (5) Ads xiii, 39. (z) Rev. 
ii. 10, 26, &, Matt, xxiv. 13. | 0 
Hear 
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Hear, James, the goſpel- declaration, 
2 all! in ſuch a ſituation; | 5 
£6 He that believes, whoe'er he be, 4510 
And doth unto the end endure, 
** He thall be ſav'd eternally, 
The goſpel-covenant is ſure; 
Whoe'er in Jeſus Chriſt believes, 
4 And faithful unto death remains, 4515 
He everlaſting life receives, 
« For ſo the will of God ordains ;' 
But whoſoe'er will not believe, 
 Whoe'er of Jeſus is aſham'd, 
Shall endleſs miſery receive, 
He ſhail moſt certainly be damn'd. (a) 
But note; whatever (I ſuppoſe) 
The goſpel ſays, it 55 to thoſe 
To whom it comes, and not to them 
Who never hear the goſpel, Jem; 


ec 


4520 


0 


. 
WH | 


Here then I would take notice, neighbour, 

Of thoſe to whom the bleſſed Saviour 

Is ac'er explicitly reveal'd; 

Who are in heatheniſh kts held, 

And who in ev'ry age have been 452 


By far the greateſt part of men. 
Now ſure their maker never will 
Send all theſe myriads down to he! 
Becauſe they've not believed ia 
A Chriſt they've neither heard nor ſeen; 4535 
Should God their maker thus proceed 
I' would be hard meaſure, James, indeed; 
But this a gracious God, my friend, 
Nor does, nor ever could intend ; 
Tho” well I know ſome choſen folk, 4545 
Give them to ſatan at a ſtroke; 
And without doubt or heſitation, 
Doom all the heathens to damnation ! 
However it is well for them, | | 
Midſt all their peeviſh judeing, Jem, 4545 
Thar every ſelf-elected minion, 
Can only damn them in opinion ; 
(a) Mark xvi. 16, 
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While one who better knew the mind 


Of God, towards all humankind, 
Declares, in every nation he ( 
Who fears God in ſincerity, 


And worketh truth and righteouſneſs, 
According to the light he has, 


Shall ſurely be, in ſuch a caſe 


Accepted with the God of grace. 


J therefore, with reſpect to them, 


Believe as truth what follows, Jem. 
I don't believe the heathens may 
Enjoy an acceptable day, 


W herein they may regain God's favour, 
Independent of the Saviour; 


No; but that in and thro? the Son, 


And for the ſake of what he's done ; 
Tho' outwardly to them unknown, 
Ev'n all the heathen world I fay, 
Are favour'd with a gracious day; 
And at all times, in every place, 


Each perſon does at leaſt poſſels _ 


One talent of redeeming grace; 


Which, in their day of viſitation, 
According to their dilpentation, 
Will they but faithfully improve, 


'They thall ſecure their maker's love, 
And thro” the Saviour's merits be 
Made happy to eternity. 

We ſce to what a great degree 
Th' Apoſtle prejudic'd could be (c) 


Againſt this glorious truth, my friend ! 


Till God himſelf did condeſcend, 


To let him ſee the thing was true; 
And then he owns, he better knew. (d) 
I with with all my heart, that you 


Had learn'd good Peter's leſſon too, 


And that the Lord had taught you, Jem, 
The ſame kind ſentiments with him; 


That is, to call no man, I mean, 
Reprobate, common, or unclean, 


4550 


4555 


+575 


4580 


| 4585 
Nor 


Acts x. 35. 22 See Acts x. 14. 28. (d) Acts X, 28. 
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Nor e'er aſſert the God of grace, 
 Damns every ſoul of heathen race, 


In every age, and every place, 749 4590 


Who ne'er by him fo favour'd are, 
As outwardiy of Chriſt to hear. 
Paul in a place I lately ſaw, (e) 
Declares too, thoſe without the law, 


Shall fare accordingly, and ſhall 4505 


Without the law, or ſtand, or fall; 
Their conſciences in judgment, Jem, 
Accuſing, or excuſing them; 
£xcuſmg ; pray obſerve th expreſſion ; 
For thoſe excus'd on this occaſion, 
Will fure enough obtain Salvation, 
The ſaving grace of God, (ys Paul 0 7 
Again) appeareth unto all; 
Inſtructing them while they are in 
The world, t' avoid the baits of ſin 4605 
And while they paſs this mortal lite, 
To lead a ſober godly life, 
Truſting in God for preſent bliſs, 
As well as future happineſs. 


More ſeriptures might be brought by far, 46 10 


But theſe I think ſufficient are, 
To ſhew a candid fair Calvinian, 
The folid truth of this opinion. 
Thus then, I have preſented you, 


As full, clear, and diſtinct a view, 4615 


Of my religious creed and plan, 
My friend, as poſſibly 1 can; 
And hum bly hope it will be found, 
Conſiſtent, open, clear and found, 
Agreeing well in every view, 
With ſcripture and with reaſon too, 
A true God-glorifying plan, 
And moſt comfortable to man, 


Review we, James, in the next place, 


4620 


Your ſo- much- boaſted ſcheme of grace, i 4625 wh 


(e Rom, ii, 12. 14. 15. 1 rn. . n. . 14, 


2 EE And 
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And ſhew as clearly as we can, 
Calvin's predeſtinarian plan, 
That thus contraſting both together, 
We may pronounce fair judgment, whether 
Calvin's, or our deſpiſed plan, _ 8 
Is worthier God, more kind to man. 
he firſt foundation- ſtone, which then 
This Babel to ſupport is ſeen, 
Is firſt in G ſuppos'd to be | 
A grim unbounded ſovereignty, 4635 
Which ſwallows up in furious mood, 
All th' other 2ttributes of God; 
As Pharaoh's lean, ill- favour'd kine, 
Gore'd thoſe that were fo fat and fine; _ 
L That i is, this ſcheme is built we ſee, 4640 
On a ſuppoled ſovereignty, . 
W hich is not limited, it ſeems, 
By juſtice, truth, or mercy, James. 
The next ſtone in this building is, | 
Calvin's izimutable decrees. _ 464.5 
God being ſuch a Sovereign then, 
As is ſuppoſed by theſe men, 
Is faid to have form'd a firm decree, 
And that from all eternity, 1 
But not in ſuch a manner, James, 4650 
As juſtice, truth and mercy claims, 
But merely, friend, accordingly 
As this unlimited ſi vereignty, 
Dictates its inexorable aims, 
Abſtractedly conſidered, James. 4655 
*Tis on this ſuppoſition, Sir, 
The Weſtminſter divines declare, 
(As in their Catechiſm you'll fee '} (2) 
God did unchangeably decree; _ 
Or that he fure-ordained has, 
Ev'n whatſeever comes to pals ; 
So that of courſe it follows then, 
According to theſe learned men, 


4660 


C See the Aſſembly s ſhorter denen, p. 5, queſt, 7th. 
| Whate'« er 
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Whate' er befalls, or has befell 


In time, in heaven or earth, or hell, = 4665 


Be't love or malice, war or peace, 
Or wiſdom, James, or fooliſhneſs, 
Or ſin or holineſs it be, 

Or happineſs or miſery; 


God did from all eternity, Es 5 : 4670 | 


Theſe things abchangedbly l decree, 

And that he fore-ordain'd, my friend, 
Whatever happens, he , or end; 
And this he has, (they let us know) 


Decreed for his own glory too | | . 


Tue next ſtone, Jemmy, which with thee 

nſeparably connected is, 

Is unconditional election, | | 

With it's correſpondent reprobation. „„ 
That God who by his ſovereignty, 4680 
 Ordain'd from all eternity _ i» 
_ Ev'n all things univerſally, 
Did in particular decree, EE 
How (as theſe cunning men ſuppoſe) 


Of men and angels to diſpoſe; _ - 2685 


Accordingly, he has decreed, 

I '' elect a little choſen ſeed, 
FLithout condition, from among 
The miſerable human throng; 


Jo guide them thro? this mortal ſtrife, 4690_ 


And give them everlaſting life; 
But that as objects of his hate, 
He had decreed to. reprobate, 
(And wncond:tionally too,) 


Ev'n all the reſt to endleſs woe. 46095. 


And next, in order to obtain 
Theſe ends, that God did fore-ordain, 
The neceſſary means, which he 
Would cauie to work ſo powertully 


And irreſiſtibly, that neither 4700 


One, nor all creatures put together, 
Should e'er be able to repreſs 
Their courſe, or hinder their ſucceſs. (b) 
(5) See Mr, Oliver's ſcourge to calumny, Page 146, 147, 
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Now this is the foundation, Jem, 

Of Calvin's falſe deluſive ſcheme; 4705 

Which I confeſs I do not love, 
But altogether diſapprove ; 

And why I cannot think with you 

| Herein the tollowing reafons ſhew. | 

Hut let me firſt take notice here, 4710 

Of that vain ſuppoſition, Sir, 

Which Calvin's followers are fo free, 

Of charging upon thoſe we ſee, 

Who will reject and diſapprove, 

Their doctrine of electing-love. 4715 
Now this falſe ſuppoſition, Jem, _ 
Which runs fo current amoneſt them, 

Is this ; that one main reaſon why. 

We will not with their ſcheme comply ; | 
A leading cauſe of our rejection, 4720 
Of their ſweet doctrine of election, FE» 

Is (if their words we credit may) 

Our proud unhumbled hearts they ſa 

Which will not (James) ſubmiſſive be, 

T' our Maker's awful ſovereignty ; 4725 

Which they conſider here we lee, 

As /. ngly and ab/tratted!y, 

Of men's eternal ſtates diſpoſing ; 

Some men rejecting others chooſing, 

And this too by no other meaſure, 4 
Than that of his mere Sovereign pleaſure, 
Thus, James, they charge our oppoſition, 
T' our haughty, carnal diſpoſition, 

W hich will not to be damn'd ſubmit, 

As their grim ſovereignty thinks fit; 4735 

And putting on, in this affair, | 

An arrogant, aſfuming air; | 

And ſpeaking, when they treat their ſcheme, 

Wich wonderful affurance, Jem; 

In mighty felt-mportant ſtrain, 4740 

Bectoring and vapouring amain, (7) They 


>1 
US 
0 


(i) See Mr, Berridge's Chriſtian world unmaſk” d, where he 
boaſts and vapours at a "wn at rate that no Calviniſt ever al- 
tens 
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They think to ſwagger in the end, 

Truth out of countenance, my ſriend. 
I often too have heard it ſaid, | 
By many a turn-coat renegade, 4745 
Whoſe volatile unſettled mind DOE 
Is veer'd about with every wind 
Of doctrine, which they chance to hear; 
True weather cocks, now here, now there ; 
Who in the right caa never reſt, 

But wheel about from eaſt to weſt, 
And whoſe laſt light is always beſt. 
Whoſe wits are ever on the ſtrain | 
' impoſe upon themſelves, and fain 
Some plauſible pretence would find, 4755 
To hide the weakneſs of their mind ; | 
I fay, I oft have heard it ſaid _ 
By ſuch as theſe; they often had 

Strove (to be ſure ) and ſtrove again, 

And fought with all their might and main, 4760 
And entertain'd oreat diſaffection, 
Againſt this doctrine of election; 

O yes ! they great occaſion had, 
To know the ſtir which zature made, 
In her blind ignorance and hot-zeal, 4765 
Againſt this doctrine of the goſpel ; 


ters. his betten but always dies at the foot of his co- 
lours: And rails on the Arminians for the contrary practice, 


However Mr, Eerridge muſt either have been little acquaint- 
ed with men and books; extremely inattentive; (Which 


probably was the caſe) or guilty of publiſhing a wilful 
falſhood. For whilft the names and conduct of fohn Good- 
win, Archbiſhop Uſher, Richard Baxter, Dr, Watts, and 


others that might be mentioned are remembered, it will be 


_ eaſy to prove the ſalſity of his aſſertion. Yet we allow very 
readily the caſe is far more rare with the Calviniſts than the 
Arminians; and we eſteem it no wonder for many (we 

think) obvious reaſons; in particular we have a violent ſuſ- 

_ . picion, that but too many who have preſumed themſelves 

_ ele, make in reality the peculiarities of their opinion their 
foundation, ſo that he that touches them touches the apple 
of their eye; and they are ready to cry out with poor Micah 
of old, You have taken away (or are attempting to take 
away) my Gods, and what have I more ? | 

5 But 


1 
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But that at laſt it ſo befell _ 

Something from heav'n (may hap from hell !) 

Quite overcame and mortity'd 

Their fad carnality and pride, 4770 
Some furnace“ (4) taught them to e 

And © peep” at ſweet electing- love; 

And ſtrange as it may ſeem to be, 

Gave them this ſoothing truth to ee, 

_ Through Calvin'slight which on them ſhone, 4775 
Some are elect, and [ am one; 

For e'er they cc peep” or will embrace, 

This doctrine of Calvinian grace, 

They will take care, you may depend, 

T0 peep” from the right box, my friend, 5780 

That 1s, e'er they embrace this plan, 

They will take all the pains they can, 

A ſtrong preſumption to effect, 

That they themſelves, (James,) are ele; 

Which having done, I can aſſure ye, 4785 

Thoſe may expect to feel their fury, 

Whoſe pride and inſolence exclaims, 

Againſt their great Diana, James, 

And grim Apellyon her brother; : 

I mean both by the one and th' other, 4790 

Thoſe twins, fo deep in their affection, 

Call'd reprobation and election; 

For when theſe humble creatures have 

Preſum'd themſelves elect and fate, 

They ſlander with a vengeance then, 4795 

As well themſelves as other men; 

Pretending their diſlike and hate 

T' election in their former ſtate, 

Aroſe from their beclouded, blind, 

Proud, ignorant, and carnal mind; 4800 

But now upon a cloſe inſpection, 

(Their eyes being clear'd by /e/f-ele&79n, And 

(&) See Mr. Berridge's Chriſtian world unmaſk'd, where in 
order to ſupport his ſlanderous charge againſt his opponents; 
that 'tis owing to the pride of their carnal nature that they 
reje the doctrine of abſolute election; and to hide or apo- 
logize for his own unſteadineſs, he pretends it was a tur- 


nace, VIZ, (1 ſuppoſe) ſome ſevere affliction that induc'd him 
to receive it. 
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And by John Calvin's candle lighted, 
(Tho? they before were ſo dim-ſighted,) 


They ſee ſurprizing ſights deſcend, 4805 


And dream ſtrange dreams indeed, my ſriend: 
They're got above legality, . = Pl. 
Have attain'd true chriſtian liberty, 

All their ſalvation-work is done, 


Finiſh'd, e'er it be well begun! 810 


In Chriſt they perfect are, and ſo _ 
Have nothing in the world todo; _ 
They live it ſeems without their frames, 
Or ſpiritual feelings, James, 


Sin that abominable thing, 4815 


Which brought all evil into being, 
50 hateful to a holy God, 5 

Jo them ſhall even work for good, 
Their covenant is ſure, and they 

Shall never, never fall away: 4820 
True; but unhappily we find, „ 
is a cov'nant with the carnal- mind, 
Which this fleſh-pleaſing ſcheme we tee, 
Suits to the greateſt nicety; _ gh, 
And ſatan who is far too wiſe, | 4825 
'Fo break their peace, cr ope' their eyes, 0 
Leaves them in their deluſive dream, 
'T? enjoy at eaſe their darling ſcheme; _ 
And thus while they imagine, neighbour, 


They engroſs God's kingdom and his favour, 4830 


(Saw they the truth without diſguiſe, ) 

They're but in a fool's paradiſe. (m) 

As for poor Reprobates, my friend, 

And their damnation without end; 

I hey talk of them, you may diſcern, 4835 
With as much eaſe and unconcern, 
As if to be condemn'd to dwell, 

And ſuffer endleſs pains in hell, 

Were little more than to retire 


And fit by ſome back-kitchen fire, () 4840 


(n) See Mr, Fletcher's 2d Check to Antinomianiſm, P. 86. 
(n) See Mr, Sellon's Vindication of the Church of England 


from the charge of abſolute predeſtination, P. 81, 80 
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So little do they feel, it ſeems, | 

Be they but ſafe) for others, James 

o we theſe mighty cenſors ſee 

More full of true humility ? 
Or that more notable they prove, 4845 
For patient meekneſs, than for love ? 
For, James, to hear them ſneer and chide, 
And rail at other peoples pride, 
One might expect from this parade, 
By tongue-abas'd, profeſſors made, 4850 
They all would be, at leaſt would ſtrive | 
To be, the humbleſt ſouls alive; 
As meek as th' inoffenſive dove, 
And full of gentleneſs and love: 
But out, alas ! where ſhall we find 4855 
A Calviniſt of ſuch a mind? 8 
For while their mouths are fill'd we ſee, 
With meekneſs and humility, 
Their conduct ſhews their hearts and ſcheme, | 
Share little of theſe virtues, em; 4860 
At leaſt towards thoſe people, w ho” 

Think not as they are known to do 
For while they talk as none (I ſay) 

Could rightly honour grace but they, ” 
Or genuinely ſubmiſſive be, 4865 
To God's eſſential ſovereignty; 
*Cauſe none have got (they as good as fay,) 
Such meek and humble hearts as they ; 

Yet while they for their ſcheme contend, 

You plainly may perceive, my triend, 4870 
If you their writings but peruſe, 
What vulgar Billingſgate abuſe, 
Theſe humble ſouls think fit to uſe, 

When grappling their opponents, Sir; 

Do but obſerve, you'll ſee, or hear, 4875 
They think no name too mean or vile, 
To ornament their ſlanderous ſtile ; 
No baſe compariſon too rude, 

For vile Arminians they conclude : 

Jeſuit, 
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Jeſuit, old fox (o) Armiman knave, 4880 
Worthy tranſporting for a ſlave; 
Or even hanging in a rope; 
A lying ſophiſter, a pope ; 
Bellioether of a blinded clan; 3 8 
Apoſtate, heretic, carman; — 183 
A Proteus, conjurer, a quack, LEE. 
A whore of Babylon, a jack 
Of all trades, teacher of free- -will | 1 
Coward, old plagiary, awind-mill; 5 | 
In ſhameful forgery emplay dd, 4890 i} 
- truth and common honour void; Ul 
nutjance, pe/?, aſſaſſin too, Os l 
Religious gambler, oyſter-frow ; | 
| Lying apoſtle, (p) crafty man, (g i 
A ſhatter-brain'd old gentleman, (r) 4895 = 
A libeller, (/) a har, rude, 2 —— 
Of moſt gigantic magnitude; (t) | Un 
g | Apoſtate miſcreant (u. 1) (that's civil !) | e ; . 
«| Ungodly flenderer, (v) a devil; 1 20 | il 
This Solomon in a caſfeck ; ( * 4900 
A temperizing 7 wentbercock (50 | 


Blind guide, (z) deſigning wool (a) is has, 
A lump of mconſiftency ; (b) 


1 
1 
n mmpudent audacious liar : C7] Ls "þ 
An illiot rolling in the mire; * 4905 I 
a Reviler too, who cannot feet, d) | | 
* : Shameleſs, and incorrigible; (e „ A 


(o) See Mr. Berridge's Chriſtian world unmaſk'd, where he in- | ! 
directly compares his opponents to young and old 8 | N 
() See Mr. R. Hill's Impoſture detected, &c. p. fe} 
= Tbid, p. 40. (7) Ibid. p. 35. () wid. p. 5. (4) Ibid, P. 
s | 20. (4) Ibid, p. 31. () Ibid, p. 18. (w) Ibid p. 30. 
1 (&) Ibid, p. 12. ( Ibid, p. 33. () Ibid. p. 24. (a) 
Ibid, p. 5. Mr. T. in the Goſpel Magazine calls him a 
* Prowling Wolf.“ (5) Ibid, p. 36. (c) See the Review _ 
of Mr, Weſley's laſt Journal, in the Goſpel Magazine (as 
tis called) for (1 think) May and June 1777, the Author 
of which I hear is Mr, T y. * See Mr, Toplady's 
letter to Mr, Weſley, where Mr, Weſley is compared to 
an © inſane perſon rolling himſelf in the mud.“ (4d) See 
Impoſture detected, &c. p. 20. where Mr, Hill's words are 
© unfeeling reviler,” (e) Ibid. p. 39. 
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That they as ſoon would ſtrive or bawl 


With a chimney-ſweeper for the wall, 


As canvals arguments with him. 72 4910 


Rare humble goſpel- treatment, Jem! 


We next in order come to John 

I eſley's ragged le 29755 

Of /ay-lubbers (g) (his preaching 7 
Barbers, coblers, tinkers, draymen. („ 4915 
Now for his hearers, Jemmy, thole 
Gaping dupes he leads by th noſe; (1 7) 


Fine epithet ! beſtow'd upon 


Thoſe toad-eaters to Mr. John; (4) 
Deluded follower s, who if they 4920 
Perſiſt to th” laſt in Weliley's way, 


It is zmpoſſible that even 


One ſhouid e'er find his way to heaven. (4) 
Does language ſuch as this beſpeak | 
A heart not carnal, humble, meek ? 4925 
Yet all theſe names are given we lee, 7 


Direct or comparatively, 


Even to the beſt and chief of thoſe 
Who Calvin's Goſpel dare oppoſe. 


*Tis ſhocking work, my neighbour, when 4933 
Unhumbled, "(lf conceitte men, 


Riſe and oppoſe in raging mood, 
The truths, and miniſters of God! 


Men ot meek doers of the law, (ui) 


But inſolent bold judges, who 4935 
Ablurdly dare on that decide, 


By which themſelves (hall ſoon be try 1 
Who inſtead of fitting before all 


God's meſſengers as criminal, 
With arrozancy dare-invade, 4940 
The judges high, auguſt and dread . 
Tribunal; and from thence arraign, 


Ex'n the moſt venerable train 


Of his amballadors, if they 


As truth receive not what they ſay, 4945 
(J) See Mr, Toplady's letter to Mr, Weſley, (g) Impoſture 


detected, p. 11. (I) Ibid, P. 2, (i) Ibid. p. 6. (*) Ibid, 
(J) Ibid, (22) James iv. 11. | 


Men, 
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Men, who ſhould /elf-abaſed fall, 

Upon their faces before all, 

And render glory unto God, 

By owning in a thankful mood, = 
That of a truth, the Lord appears, 4950 

Vith all his faithful miniſters, 5 
1 And that of each denomination, _ 

95 Who thro” the Saviour preach ſalvation; 

But who far from this practice, Jem, 
Dare boldly venture to condemn _ 
The very word that judges them; 

And when they in the pulpit ſee 
A man of God, ſuppoſe that he 

Stands at their bar; try him with as 8 
Much inſolence as Moſes was ee 
By Korah and his frantic train; 

And caſt him with leſs kindneſs than 

Pilate (tho? with himſelf at ſtrife) 

Unjuſtly caſt the Lord of Life; N 

4 And next, by force, a fool's-coat tack, 4965 

| Of their own making on his back, L 

Then from the Scorner's ſeat, at once 

Deciſive ſentence they pronounce; 

He is unconverted, legal, blind; 

Foe to free-grace, of darkened mind; 4970 

Falſe prophet, papiſt, heretic, 

Wolf in fheep's-cloathino” and the like. — 4) 
Such an unchriſtian ſpirit, Sir, 

(So prejudic'd theſe people are !) 

You may perceive on theſe occaſions, 4975 

If you but note their converſations; 

Such ſelf-importance, (James,) appears, 

Such haughty looks, ſuch ſcornful ſneers; 
Such fierce contempt they round chem deal; 
Such proud diſdain, ſuch bitter zeal; 49088 

Such pious gibes, important hufts, 

Such public taunts, ſuch private ſcoffs; 
ouch laughing wits, ſuch flanderous tongues; 
>atcaſtic Jokes, ſatyric longs ; 

(v) See Mr, Fletcher's ſecond Check, P. 65, 6.4. 


N 


An 


_ — 
— md Ä— 


— 
——äöZ— ——[—— — on * 


138 A Mop BRN FAM ILIAR 


Are by theſe ſpiritual Calvinians, 4985 
Profuſely laviſh'd on th' Arminians |! 


Nay, James, to ſuch a height is ſeen 
To riſe, their malice and their ſpleen, 


As even t' expoſe to public view 


The moſt apparent falſhoods too, 4999 
In miſ-nam'd Goſpel-Magazines (o) 
Where truth and error intervenes, 

Vile ſlander, and low wit appear, 

Sound words and blaſphemy—and where 


Low-humour'd Dir (p) is ſeen a ſuitor, 4995 


To Satan for a coadjutor, 
And fathers lies upon the Devil 


Which even that author of all evil 


Himſelf might be aſham'd to own: 
Attend to this and bluſh M—c G——n. 5000 
Their charge of Pride and fo forth, Jem, 
Comes with as bad a grace from them _ 
You'll ſee, if you with me attend, 


The following circumſtances, friend. 
1 think, James, neither I nor you, 5005 
No Calviniſt yet ever knew. 5 


Who thought himſelf ordain'd by fate, 
A curſed hopeleſs reprobate ; 
This a moſt dreadful blow would be, 


And lower their thoughts of Sovereignty, 5010 


Nor would they like, nor would they prate, 
Of ſovereign wrath, at ſuch a rate, 
As now they do of /evereign grace, 

It *twas their own unhappy caſe ; 


Selfiſh enough howe'er they are, 5015 
Of this to take ſufficient care, And 


(e) See a Pamphlet entitled the Goſpel Magazine. A Monthly 


medley (ſays Mr. Sellon) of truth and error, ſound words 


and blaſphemy, trumped up as a vehicle to convey Calviniſm 
and ſlander round the nation. (p) A Baptiſt miniſter re- 
markable ſor low wit and humour in his productions; and 


who in an anonymous work generally ſuppoſed to be his, 


entitled Infernal Conference, or Dialogues of Devils, towards 


the end of the ſecond Vol. has had aſſurance enough to 


make one of his devils indirectly aſſert ſo groſs a falſhood as 


that Mr, Weſley believes and maintains the doctrine of Su- 
pererogation. 
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And never fail a faith t effect, 
That ey are one of God's elect; 
You now may note the ſubtle arts, | 


Their little, narrow, ſelfiſh hearts $020 


Make uſe of to impoſe on then 
As well themſelves as other men; 
They work themſelves to a perſuaſion, 
Their conduct on this whole occaſion, _ 
And their belief of all theſe things, 5025 
From a genuine gracious motive ſprings, ” 
Of moſt profound humility, 
And reverence for God's ſovereignty : . 
„Ves, God may do, (tis clearly know n) 


« Whate' er he pleaſes with his own, 5030 


« (Say they) and ſure tis highly fit, 
1 We to his Sovereignty ſubmit ;” 
To this. we readily agree, 


% My friend, if by your ſovereignty, 


You mean a fovereignty, Jem, ": "3: OTH 


Which may be truly worthy him; 
But we've ſufficient knowledge, | HRT oO, 
Your head on this occaſion frames, 

A ſovereignty God never claims, 3 
And which would inconſiſtent prove, 5040 
With's wiſdom, juſtice, truth and love; | 
And therefore we reject it, neighbour : 

But let me notice, by your favour, 

"The great abſurdity and weakneſs, Gt, 
Of your ſo-much-pretended meekneſs, 5045 


Submiſſion and humility, 


To what you call God's ſovereignty : 
This ſovereignty you think will prove 
3 ſource of never- failing love, 1 
290% ſecure your happineſs, _ 5050 
bring you to eternal bliſs ; 1 


” Now to be ſure, James, it muſt be 


A mark of great humility, 
You ſhould ſabmit to be forgiv'n, SE 
And be content to go to Heavim! 5035 


N 2: But 


— 
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But would you, James, ſubmit as well 

D'ye think, to be ordain'd to dwell 

With everlaſting fire in hell; 

That is, to ſhare the dreadful tate | 

Of a Calvinian reprobate; 7 $000 
I'm apt to think in this caſe, fir, > 

One might ſome ſmall complainings hear, 

And ſee 1 you turn a woeful face, 

On narrow, partial, ſovereign grace ;— 
With ſuch ſly, lubtle, ſpecious ER |» 0 
Are you decciv'd by your own hea ts; 
Suppoſing all the ardent 2zcal, 
You for your favourite ſyſtem feel, 

Muſt from a gracious motive be 

Of reverence and humility: 5070 
When (if the caſe be fairly try'd) 

I. ſpt rings from ſelſiſpneſs and pride. 

Hon 2 cr, as 'tis an uſual ſtrain, 

For thoſe in fault to firſt complain, 

So upon this occaſion, neighbour, 5075 
With a reſpect to our behaviour, 

Your party on cr pride exclaims; 

But we think quite unjuſtly, James, 

As ve can ſolid reaſons give, Dr Ss 
Why we your doctrines can't receive ; 5080 
And ſhew each eager reprimander, 
That (ſpite of Calviniſtic ſlander), 
Tis not from pride, but, reaſons found 
Scriptura), rational, and ſound. 

If you. defire me to declare, ? 5085 
What thefe ſubitantial reaſons are, 

I' give them here directly, fir. | 
Firſt, then, I diſapprove this ſcheme, 
Becauſe that it ſuppoſes, Jem, _ 
The ever-bleſſed God to be, 5090 
(In an inconceivable degree, 9 5 
A tyrant, the moſt dreadful, fir, 

And moſt deteſtable that e Er, 

Ex'tted ; making him we ſee, 

An i» ;fnite ſooereign be, 5095 
Devold of jzu/tice and wer 3 3 Next, 
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Next, cauſe ſuppoſing that he has 
| Decreed all things that come to pals, 
It unavoidably herein „ 
Suppoſeth, he decreeth ſin; 5100 
And hereby maketh God, we ſee, 
The author of all fin to be, 
"Phat has already been committed, | 
Or will hereafter be repeated; _ . 1 ö f 
Again a third objection, Jem, LD . 
1s this, becauſe *tis plain this ſcheme : | 
Suppoles God to have decreed _ — 
The ſelf-ſame things he has forbid; | 
Next, *cauſe the ſcheme of theſe decrees, — i 
Suppoſes there no difference is 5110. bi 
(As to abilities for action, 
In any manner of tranſaction) 
Between intelligent agents found, 
And ſtocks and ſtones upon the ground; 1 
Fifthly, cauſe your ſcheme in this caſe, "S208 
Suppoſes that God views men as 
Involuntary agents, Jem, 
Vet at the fame time deals with them 
As they were abſolutely free ; ge 
That is, James, it ſuppoſes he 5120 
Gives rational inſtructions, and ; 
Promiſes, threatenings, and commands, | 
With very urgent exhortations, 
And frequent preſſing invitations, = 
With other ſuch like ways and means, $5125 | 
And all to abſolute machines — oe = 
Sixthly, becauſe this cruel ſcheme 
Demonſtrably ſuppoſes him 1 . To 
The bleſſed God, (James,) to reſemble 2, | | 
(A thought 10 to make one tremble,) 5130 [ 
Reſemble, nay indeed of courſe 
It makes him infinitely worſe, 
All circumſtances put together, 
Than a ſuppoſed human father, 
Who deſires ten children to poſſeſs, 5135. 
For the following horrid purpoſes | 


* 
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Firſt, that he might be ſure t' enjoy 

The honour and the pleaſure too, 

Of heaping gifts and favours, Jem, 

Quite undeſery'd on cre of them ; 5140 
And ſecondly, that he might mare, 

Like honour and like pleaſure, fr, 

(According to his fix'd deſign) 

Of tearing all the other nine 


To pieces, in a furious fit, 5145 


With red-hot-pincers, bit by 54%. 
Tully am perſuaded, ſir, 

Within myſelf, that if there were 
du ch an incarnate Devil found, 
in all this whcle terreſtrial round, „ 5150 
The moſt unnatural ſavage ſouls, 
Enclos'd between the diftant _. 
Wäith one united voice and mind, 
W ould riſe againſt the horrid fiend, 
And curſe him to his native hell; - = 5155 
While ev'n the devil himſelf leſs fell, 
Would almoſt be, with all his train, 
Ready to curſe him back again, 
As too infernal vile an Elf 


Even for the loweſt hell itſelf! _ 5160 


And yet all this unnatural, this 

_ Untieard of barbarous wickedneſs, 
Of this ſuppoſed human fiend, 

Is nothing when compar'd (my friend * 


Jo what your doctrine of election, 5165 


And of the reprobate”s S rejection, 

| Attributes to ih” mot Holy, good, 

Hoff merciful and bleſſed Cel, 70 

Theſe are the reaſons which ! give, 

{ Reaſons {vfficient I conceive) 

Why I your docœtrines can't believe 

They talk of honouring God, he cas 
F hey make him worſe than Moloch Was, 


Jo tar the greater part, (tis ſaid) 


Of thoſe 1 a his own hands h ave made: 575 


(] See Mr, Oliver's Scourge to Calumny, P. 147, 148 
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But mine preſent him to our ſight, 
In the moſt amiable light ; 


Sincerely kind, and full of grace, 
To every ſoul of human race. 


During the day of their ſalvation, Ew 5180 


The gracious day of viſitation ; (r) 


And at the final judgement- call, 
_ Inviolably % to all. 
How can you poſſibly object - 

And treat this ſcheme with diſreſpect? 5185 
Or how a doctrine diſapprove, 5 

So worthy of the God of love? 


Jemmy, how bright y proſpects ſhine 
How gloomy, dark, and dreadful thine / 
) A trembling world beneath the rod, $5190 
The curſe of a devouring God! _ 
Earth but a ſlaughter-houſe immenſe, 


The ſhambles of omnipotence ! 
Heaven's face all ſtain'd with human gore, 


And cauſeleſs maſſacres all o'er, „„ 


Of countleſs millions born to feel 


The ſoul-diftreſſing fires of hell, 


And ſuffer pangs and tortures there, 


Moſt inconceivably ſevere, 


And (dreadful thought !) thoſe pang: to be 5200 
Endur'd to all eternity! 


And can this ſcheme, my friend, be true? ? 


J ſtart with horror at the View, 


It bids me dread this mortal ſtrife, 
And ſhudder at the thought of life. 5205 


Poor man, a fpark by wrath divine 
From non- exiſtence ſtruck, to ſhine, 
A moment, and that moment too, 


-::Replete with ſorrow, erief, and woe! 
Who would be born in ſuch a „ 82 


To a world of grief and wretchedrefs ? 


Where nought ſubſtantial we can find, OW 
But pain and anguiſh of the mind; Where 


(r) Luke xix. 42, 44. (0) I have taken here pretty freely 
from Dr. Young's Night- thoughts, as the man of reading 
will eaſily perceive. 
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Where joy to mo/? (if joy it be) 1 
But heightens future miſe ; 5215 
The greater ſuch a joy we find, | 
The more it pains the conſeious mind, 
Which knows for every pleaſure here, 
Or ſeeming favour it may ſhare; 


The odds at leaſt, are ten to one, 5220 
Perhaps a hundred was it known, 555 
Ten million pangs, in utter woe, 
(Which the poor ſoul muſt ſurely e I 
Await her in the world below! 


Now, James, ingenuouſſy tell, 85 582 5 1 
Do you theſe obſervations feel? 
Or has your ſcheme ſo much perverted, 
And made you ſo extreme hard-hearted, 
That nought but vengeance and diſtreſs 
Tour vitiated taſte can pleaſe? ©5230 


ww 


Can you believe the ſure damnation, 


And view in your imagination, 
Whole ſhoals of reprobates paſs'd by; 3 

And then with cold indifference cry ; „ 
What is't to us, their pain and ſhame? 5235 
_ We've nought at all to do with them, 


Let all but us in Tophet dwell, 


_« Away with reprobates to hell.“ (7) 
Unworthy muſt that mortal be, _ - 
Who can the pains of others ſee _ 5240 
Unmov'd, he appears on ſuch occaſion, a 
Devoid of bowels of compaſſion, 

And at an infinite remove 

From being like the God of love, „ 
Oh! for what crime ſtraitlac'd Calvinian, 5245 
Does thy unmerciful opinion | 
Attempt t' exclude from faving-grace, 
Almoſt the whole of human race ? 


__ Gracious and kind compar'd to thee, 


Fell Lucifer himſelf would be; $250 
Ohl ceaſe a conduct fo abſurd, bh, . 
Nor charge thus fooliſhly che Lord, () But 


(7) Two lines from a hymn of Mr. C. Weſley 8. (2) 1 John 
25-2 ifs Bo 16. (v) 158 22. 
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But better thoughts learn to approve, 
And better know the God of love. 


JAMES. 


' You draw a dreadful picture, Dick, $255 
(Says James) I ſcarce e'er heard the like; ; 
_ Howeer, as to your declamation, 
Upon the point of reprobation, 
Whatever other people may 
Helieve herein, I cannot ſay, | 5260 
For me, I ne'er believ'd it fo 
As you appear to think I do; 
I never yet a notion fram'd 
That God made any to be damn'd e 
On purpoſe, or that his decrees 5265 
Produce their fin and wickedneſs ; 8 
But that their ſin and miſery, Jem, 3 
Are from themſelves, and not from him: 
Nor do I like what many tell, 


Of Heathens all being doom'd to hell, 5270 


J can't abide in converſation, 

To hear them talk on ſuch a faſhion, 

I think herein they're much to blame, 

And ought not thus to judge of them. 
However 'tis my fixed thought. 5275 
That ſtill we always fairly ought 5 
To give to God on each occaſion, 

The glory of our whole ſalvation ; 

I know you reckon to comply 


With this, my friend, as well as I, 5280 


And herein, Dick, I think you ſeem 


Pairly to come into our ſcheme; 


For, Richard, if in this affair, 

The will of man has any mare, 1 

I think 'tis plain in ſuch a caſe, 1 49 
Lou muſt detract from God's free · grace; 
In this you therefore ſeem to me 

5 o hold an inconſiſtency. 


_ RICHARD. 
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RICHARD. 7 
I'm glad with all my heart, (says Dick) 


That you expreſs ſo much diſlike, $290 


And irk to own on this occaſion, + 


That frightful monſter reprobation 3- 


This with the candour you diſplay, 
Towards the heathen world (I ſay) 


Shews I think pretty clearly, Jem, 5295 
Your heart is better than your ſcheme ; _ | 
_ Howeer, I think in this affair, 


You're mighty inconſiſtent, fir, 
Becauſe herein your ſcheme is known, 


T” include the points which you diſown; 5300 

And all the wit of man I deem, . 
Can ne'er divide them from your ſcheme ; ; 
Theſe circumſtances ſeem t' atteſt 


You're but half-Calviniſt at beſt, 


hut to be even, you charge me, — 3305 


It ſeems, with inconſiſtency ; 


But herein, James, I think you make 
A very evident miſtake, 
Which ſprings from hence, —in this affair, 


Lou always take for granted, fir, 5310 


The honour of God's grace can't be 
Conſiſtent with free- agency; 


But this point, I think you will ne'er 


Be able, (James,) to make appear; N 
No, on the contrary, *tis plain $315 


(As I obſerv'd before) if man 


Does not poſſeſs free- agency, 


There can no day of judgement be; 


Ev'n Chriſt's owa words for ever will, FE. 
Confound all ſtiff-bound-willers ill, 5320 


Who cenſure, and as error brand, 


Ly point they do not underſtand : 


He did not ſay the Jews could not, | 
No; but I would and ye would not. (w) 


You have obſerv'd before, that! 5325 
To honour God's free-grace comply; ; Yes, 


(wv) Luke xili. 34. 
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Ves, Jemmy, and my ſcheme I trow, 
| Is quite confiſtent with it too; | 
This is my truſt on this occaſion, e 
For preſent and complete ſalvation ; RS. os 


: I only do on God depend, 

+» $A Oe firſt leading cauſe, my end, 

| . My truſt on Feſus only leans, 

T As the fir/t great and leading means: (x) . 
And, James, I think I fairly can 5335 

Aſeribe to God upon my plan, . 

Without the ſmalleſt reſervation, 

The glory of my whole ſalvation. 

But I muſt go; you ſee the day, . 
My friend, begins to wear away; 5340 
Farewell, and may the God of grace, 
Grant you and I may both poſſoſs 
(Whate'er leſs point each diſapprove) 

A heart inſpir'd with mutual love, 


JAMES. 


4 Richard, farewell, but in the end, 5345 
0 When all is faid and done, my friend, 
Lou ſeem but, Dick, in my opinion, 

At moſt, a mongrel Arminian. 


RIC HARD. 
And, you a Calviaiſt half-hearted, 
(Richard reply'd) and fo they parted. 


(x) See Mr. Fletcher's Scripture-Scales, P. 223. 
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Page 7, Une 145 in clie preface, Tupply. in before ſuſtainur 8 


of 19, Note (dine 25 for 3302 read, 3390, Sg, for. 3532. 


„ „read 3550, 1 8 
. Note (7 ) for Sees Ezct; 8 4 
P. 31, line 47 for 59 „ ad Þ 2 


P. 38, hg 55 for. LE ey. read Hill ge TH. 
; eV 

P. I, leave out the, tvo fut. Ji ines. 1 

Ibid. ge: 18, ſup ply 2 before the comma, - 


P. 51, Note (% for Matt, L. 23. Cad Matt. v. 11, 12. ant 
7 remove the marginal ſetters (2 before Jehn * 2 3 

Ibid. include the ſecbnd lipe in the Pa enthct;s, 

P. 53, line 1, read qveight, 

P. 5g, include the ſecond line in the parentheſis; 

Ibid. line 9, put a comma fe the. period, 

Thid, put a comma after Mat inthe roth: line. 

P. by, line 23, leave out the comma in grick, 


7 

P. 89, for the pagesngures , rend. 89. 

P. 98, Note n 2, lor 4a, lead 4610. 
P. 103, linc 13, forno, read 7, 


B. 112, Iine 27. för Ft WY e, regel perfect: 


